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GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Wednesday 5 May 2021 at 7.30 pm
Held remotely via Zoom due to the current pandemic
Present:

Cllrs: K Lock (Chairman), B Holme, N Baxter, N Buckland, G Harper, G
Dellar, J Davis-Roach and R Newman.

In attendance for part or all of the meeting: 10 members of the public including
representatives of the sports clubs, County Cllr Sebastian Kindersley and Mrs
Gail Stoehr (Clerk).
1.
1.1

Annual Business
To elect a Chairman and to receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office
Cllr Holme indicated his intention to stand down as Chairman and not to stand for reelection. He thanked everyone for their support.
RESOLVED that Cllr Lock be elected Chairman (Prop GH, 2nd GD, carried with 6 in favour and 1
abstention)
. Cllr Lock accepted the nomination for one year only and signed the
declaration of acceptance of office. He thanked Cllr Holme for his chairmanship for
many years; the Parish Council and the village owed him a debt of gratitude.
Cllr Davis-Roach arrived at 7.10 pm.

1.2

To elect a Vice-Chairman
RESOLVED that Cllr Chapman be elected Vice-Chairman.

(Prop KL, 2nd BH, carried with 1

abstention)

1.3

To appoint committees, working groups or any other offices which the Council deems
necessary
RESOLVED that no committees were required.
RESOLVED to note that Sally Rogers did not wish to continue as webmaster.
RESOLVED that member responsibilities be as follows: (Prop BH, 2nd NB, unanimous)
Website
Webmaster
Allotments/Craft
Affordable Housing
Play Inspection
Police liaison and Neighbourhood Watch
School Liaison Officer
Burial Ground
Environment Agency & Anglian Water
Liaison
Finance
New Village Hall Funding Project
Planning
Recreation Grounds (includes Thompsons
Meadow)
Speedwatch
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Cllr Davis Roach
Vacant
Cllr Newman, assisted by Mrs Anna Hoad
Cllr Harper and Cllr Dellar
Cllr Dellar
Cllr Davis Roach assisted by Cllr Holme
Cllr Davis Roach
Cllr Dellar
Cllr Holme
Cllr Harper
Cllr Harper
Cllr Baxter (lead) assisted by Cllr Lock
Cllr Dellar.
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Transport & Transport Information
Conservation & Honorary Warden for
Ruddery Pit, the Vineyard and Buxtons
Lane.
Tree monitoring

Tree Planting Working Group
Welfare Matters /Warden Scheme
First Responder Scheme/defibrillator
Highways
Footpaths (P3)
Gamut articles

Cllr Holme;

Recreation ground, New Road and Trap
Road - Cllr Dellar;
Craft – Cllr Newman;
Pound Green, Dubbs Knoll Road and
Ashwell Road – Cllr Newman
Cllrs Baxter, Chapman and Holme
Cllrs Harper and Chapman
Cllr Harper.
Cllr Lock and Cllr Buckland
Cllr Newman
Cllr Davis Roach

Cllr Buckland arrived at 7.39 pm.
1.4

To appoint representatives on any other organisation or authority
RESOLVED that the following annual appointments be made: (Prop BH, 2nd NB, unanimous)
Mobile Warden Scheme – Cllrs Harper and Chapman
Village Hall – Cllr Buckland
CAPALC and ACRE – no representative required

Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County and
District Councillors
Representatives from Morden Magpies Football Club spoke to their correspondence under
item 7.1 and requested access to more of the Recreation Ground. It was a successful club with
11 children from Guilden Morden in the Club playing in Under 11 teams. The Club requested
that it share the pitch with Guilden Morden Football Club and that the lines be painted in a
different colour.
The parent of one of the affected children in the Magpies highlighted that they did not have a
home ground.
A resident reminded the Parish Council of the decision 12 months ago that the pitch be
moved. The instruction by the Council had been ignored and he expected the Council to
uphold the agreement.
Speaking on behalf of the Magpies someone indicated they had been willing to contribute to
the maintenance and upkeep of pitches, an offer which was not taken up. The Parish Council’s
concerns about overplaying of the pitches and that the priorities were disputed. It was felt
unfair that the Football Club was given priority and the Magpies should be given the
opportunity to test the pitches for a season and reconsider the matter in 12 months.
It was observed that the pitch used for Walking Football was too small for the Magpies.
The Clubs were questioned as to how the football pitch had come to reach the current large
size. The Chairman indicated this would be discussed under item 7.1.
Another resident outlined that he had been involved with cricket for 38 years. The Cricket,
Football and Rugby teams had played before the extension with no problems. The Cricket
team was frustrated with what was happening now.
Cllr Kindersley arrived.
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2.
2.1

To receive apologies for absence, declarations of interest and applications for cooption
To receive written apologies and reasons for absence
None received.

2.2

To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
Cllr Holme declared an interest in item 7.1 as his son was Chairman of the Football
Club.

2.3

To receive written requests for dispensation for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)
and to grant any requests as appropriate
None at this point in the meeting.

3.

To approve the minutes of the March and April meetings
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 15 March be approved and signed by
the Chairman after inserting the word “cut” in item 3.7. (Prop BH, 2nd MC, unanimous)
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 19 April be approved and signed by
the Chairman. (Prop GH, 2nd NB, unanimous)

4.

To consider resolutions from the Annual Parish Meeting if any
None.

5.

Matters arising from last or previous meetings carried forward for
discussion/decision
(Open) To consider whether the Parish Council should declare a Climate Emergency
RESOLVED to note that whilst the majority of County and District Councils had
declared a Climate Emergency, the majority of Town and Parish Councils had not, due
to a lack of resources.
Cllr Baxter left the meeting during this item and was not present for the vote.
RESOLVED to write to Climate Conversations and invite them to join a working
group chaired by a Parish Council member. Cllr Buckland was appointed to chair this
working group. The Working Group is tasked with drawing up an action plan for
further consideration by the Parish Council in due course. (Prop KL, 2nd BH, unanimous)

5.1

5.2

(3.1) Sewage problems in the village – update on meeting with Anglian Water
Cllr Baxter re-joined the meeting at 8.15 pm.
RESOLVED to defer this item pending the Working Group meeting on site with
Anglian Water who are in talks with them. The Parish Council remains gravely
concerned with the situation.

5.3

(3.2) Village Hall survey – to consider report on previously undertaken survey
The Clerk advised on the Code of Conduct and the pecuniary interest of members
holding an office with an outside body.
Cllr Chapman declared an interest as a Committee Member of the Village Hall.
RESOLVED to grant Cllr Chapman a dispensation to speak and vote as he had no
pecuniary interest.
RESOLVED to receive Cllr Chapman’s verbal report that the survey commissioned in
2003 had been located and it showed numerous problems with the Village Hall.
The Clerk advised on the lease and the maintenance responsibilities resting with the
Village Hall as outlined in the lease.
The Parish Council asked Cllr Chapman to ensure that the Village Hall was safe for
the Parish Council meeting on 21 June and members are to looks at the condition of
the Hall before this is discussed further by the Council.
The Village Hall AGM is on 24 May.

5.4

(3.3) To consider whether the Parish Council should enter into a Neighbourhood Plan
with Steeple Morden
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RESOLVED to defer this item until after August, noting that a response was still
awaited from Steeple Morden. Cllr Traverse-Healy, of Steeple Morden parish Council
had spoken to Cllr Holme today and it was not certain whether they wished to
proceed.
County Cllr Kindersley left the meeting.
5.5

(3.4) Review of Allotment rents form Michaelmas 2022
RESOLVED to defer this item to the July meeting and that Cllr Harper should look at
this matter from the financial perspective.

5.6

(3.5) Parish Paths Partnership review
RESOLVED that Cllr Davis-Roach should assist Cllr Newman.
A resident suggested that planings from outside the Village Hall could be used for the
path at Morden Hall.
RESOLVED that the paths be reviewed and a list drawn up of works required.

5.7

(3.6) Cemetery Fees review
RESOLVED to accept the recommendation from Cllrs Dellar and Harper to increase
the following
Memorial /headstone excluding vase £150 (resident fee)
Exclusive rights (resident fee) £200
Exclusive rights (non-resident) £400
Other fees should remain in line with the Church of England fees. Others not linked to
the Church of England fees to increase by 10%.
New exclusive rights are to be for 25 years
RESOLVED current enquiries/applications being handled by the Clerk are to be
charged at the old price. (Prop GH, 2nd GD, unanimous)

5.8

(5.2) Proposal that the Parish Council considers tree planting
RESOLVED that the Working Group should look at this again in August and draw up
a list of species and locations and to defer this item to the September meeting, noting
that it is part of the Climate Change agenda.

5.9

Grass cutting dates for the Community Orchard and The Craft
RESOLVED having considered the requirements of the Countryside Stewardship that
the grass should be cut in July and September and that half the hedge be cut each year.

6.
6.1

Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
RESOLVED that the financial report be received and considered, and that the
payments as listed in the financial report (below) should be paid, plus Buchans (Grass
cutting) £498.57 and £406.32. (Prop GH, 2nd GD, unanimous)
Salaries
Cambridge Water (Cemetery Water)
RoSPA (Play inspection)
Objenix (Domain name renewal)
Horne Builders (Village Hall paving)
ICCM (Membership fee)
LGS Services (Admin support March)
Barriers Direct (Folding bollard)

£490.72
£101.31
£128.40
£72.00
£1050.00
£95.00
£834.68
£95.88

RESOLVED to remind Buchans that they should be letting Cllr Dellar know when
cutting takes place.
On a proposition by the Chairman, the order of business was varied to take item 6.13
next.
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Grass cutting of Recreation Ground and Cemetery – to consider correspondence from
contractor
RESOLVED that Cllrs Lock and Dellar should meet with Buchans and report back to
the Parish Council at the July meeting for further consideration.

6.2

Risk assessments including play inspections
RESOLVED to note that the Clerk had ordered a replacement bollard for the
recreation ground using her delegated powers. Other uses of delegated powers for the
allotments and cemetery were as shown on the finance report.

6.3

To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
RESOLVED to note that the Clerk used delegated powers regarding a Tree Works
Application (Major) 21/0396/TTCA for 81 High Street. The Parish Council made no
response.

6.4

To consider the RoSPA report
RESOLVED to note that no action was required. (Prop GD, 2nd KL, unopposed)

6.5

To carry out a review of the effectiveness of the system of internal control that has
been in place during the year under review (between 1st April 2020 and 31 March
2021)
RESOLVED that the Parish Council is complying with the requirements of the system
of internal control in place during the year under review.

6.6

To consider the Internal Auditor’s report
Deferred until the report is available.

6.7

To prepare the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return)
RESOLVED that the statements in the Annual Governance Statement be all answered
“Yes” apart from Question 9 on Trust Funds which was not applicable.

6.8

To approve the Annual Governance Statement by resolution
RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement be approved and signed by the
Chairman on the Council’s behalf. (Prop BH, 2nd GH, unanimous)

6.9

To consider the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the Annual Return)
The Accounting Statements were considered.

6.10

To approve the Accounting Statements by resolution
RESOLVED that the Accounting Statements be approved and signed by the Chairman.
(Prop KL 2nd BH, unanimous)

6.11

To ensure that the Accounting Statements are signed and dated by the person presiding
at the meeting
RESOLVED that in the light of the pandemic, the Chairman should come to the office
to sign and date the Accounting Statements on the Council’s behalf.

6.12 Annual Reviews
6.12.1 Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment and other policies review
RESOLVED that no changes are required. (Prop BH, 2nd GH, unanimous)
6.12.2 Assets, Insurance policy and fidelity guarantee review
RESOLVED that Cllrs Lock and Harper should check the assets and photograph new
assets and their condition.
RESOLVED that the fidelity guarantee cover should be increased to £140,000. (Prop GH,
2nd KL, unanimous)

RESOLVED to review the FSSC cover and limits against bank balances and that Cllr
Harper should look at banking interest rates.
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7.1
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Grass cutting of Recreation Ground and Cemetery – to consider correspondence from
contractor
Taken earlier.
Members, Working Groups items for discussion and decision
Proposal that the Council considers the issue regarding encroachment of the football pitch
onto the cricket square and correspondence from Football Club and Cricket Club and how
this might be resolved and considers correspondence from the Under 10s team about the
use of the Recreation Ground
RESOLVED to measure and plot on a plan exactly where the various pitches currently
are; mapping against a fixed object. (Prop BH, 2nd NBuck, unanimous)
RESOLVED that Cllr Buckland assisted by Cllr Chapman should map the recreation
ground and look at whether there is any possibility of reconfiguration..
RESOLVED following the mapping exercise and the Parish Council meeting in July,
that Cllrs Lock and Dellar will meet the Clubs to discuss the matter further and
whether the Morden Magpies can be accommodated. (Prop KL, 2nd GD, unanimous)
RESOLVED, in response to complaints regarding the health and safety of the metal
sleeves that the Parish Council writes to request the Cricket Club remove them. (Prop NB,
2nd MC, unanimous)

The Chairman asked the public not to use the chat box during the Council meeting.
7.2

Proposal that the Parish Council considers the removal of the old rubbish bins
RESOLVED that a working group should remove and dispose of the old bins and their
bases if they are able to but if not, to seek quotations for digging out the old bins
which are set in concrete, noting that they are not a danger at the moment but that each
base is 18 inches square.

7.3

To review flag flying dates

7.4

RESOLVED, having reviewed the flying of flags and considered the report from Tim
Browning, keeper of the flags, to update the dates to be as follows
April 21
Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen
April 23
St Georges Day
June 2
Coronation Day
June (as appointed)
Official Celebration of Her Majesty The Queen Birthday
June 21
Birthday of Prince William Duke of Cambridge
August 15
Birthday of the Princess Royal
November 2nd Sunday
The Birthday Prince of Wales
The St George flag to be flown on 23 April and the Union flag on the other days.
. (Prop BH, 2nd NBuck, unanimous)
To consider arrangements for editing the website
RESOLVED that Cllr Davis-Roach should advertise for a new webmaster. (Prop KL, 2nd JD-R,
unanimous)

RESOLVED to ask LGS Services for the charge to upload Gamut each month and
provide a quotation to Cllr Davis-Roach, for consideration at the July meeting.
8.
8.1

To consider correspondence/communications received
Resident – offer of memorial bench
RESOLVED that the Parish Council gratefully accepts the offer of a recycled plastic
memorial bench from Scotts of Stowe subject to the donor having the plaque fitted to
the bench, £100 towards the Council’s costs of fixing to the ground. The Parish
Council accepts the donation for the life of the bench and will only wipe it down
periodically but it will not pay any other maintenance costs or insure it. (Prop JD-R, 2nd GD
unanimous)

RESOLVED to delegate to Cllr Dellar to decide on the location.
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Resident – request to hit golf balls on the Recreation Ground
RESOLVED not to grant permission on grounds of health and safety.

(Prop KL, 2nd JD-R,

unanimous)

8.3

King Edward VII – Request for tree works on two large trees adjacent to the public
house
RESOLVED to seek three quotations for the crown on the trees to be reduced in
September, for consideration at the July meeting. Philip Allen, the Blue Tree
Company and one other contractor are to be invited to quote.
On a proposition by the Chairman, the order of business was varied.

9.
9.1
9.1.1

To consider planning and tree works applications and decision notices received
since the last meeting
Planning applications received
21/01654/PR1003Q – Barn B, Valley Farm, 49 New Road – Prior approval for the
conversion of an agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling (Class C)
Noted.

9.1.2

21/01653/PR1003Q – Barn C, Valley Farm, 49 New Road – Prior approval for the
conversion of an agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling (Class C)
Noted.

9.1.3

21/01477/FUL – Cold Harbour Farm, Ashwell Road – Use of farm track to provide
construction and delivery access and retention thereafter as a private drive
RESOLVED to support the application. (Prop KL, 2nd MC , unanimous)

9.1.4

21/01539/HFUL – Deane Croft, High Street – Single storey rear extension and the
addition of a front porch
RESOLVED to support the application. (Prop KL, 2nd MC, unanimous)

9.2
9.2.1

SCDC Decisions and appeal notifications
21/00645/HFUL – 34 Fox Hill Road – Two storey side and single storey rear
extension – Permission granted.

9.3

Tree works applications
None.

8.4

To consider any matter arising from the Annual Parish Meeting – Community Orchard
sponsorship records
RESOLVED that the best place for the records would be on the website and that
Trevor Osborne should be given access to a Community Orchard page on the website.
A hard copy of the records can also be kept in the Council’s archives (Prop KL, 2nd GD,
unanimous)

RESOLVED that the Orchard Keepers may use the churchyard mower.

(Prop BH, 2nd KL,

unanimous)

RESOLVED that Cllrs Holme and Phil Porter be appointed as trustees to the Guilden
Morden Townlands Charity to 2024.
RESOLVED to note that the two other trustees are Trevor Osborne and Ian Thomas
whose term of office continues to 2022. (Prop KL, 2nd GD, unanimous)
8.5

Football Club – Request for removal of metal posts
Taken earlier.

10.

Gamut items – to decide what is to be included in the next edition
RESOLVED that Cllr Davis-Roach should include items on the Dog Warden,
Webmaster, and a note that telephone kiosks/book exchanges are not presently to be
used until 21 June at the earliest.
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11.

Councillors’ items for the next agenda and closure of meeting
Cllr Lock gave his apologies for the June meeting.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10.45 pm.
The Parish Council recorded its thanks to the new Chairman.

Signed
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