GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF MEETING
The Meeting of the Parish Council will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 16 July 2018 at 7.30pm
The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon business to
be transacted as set out below

Signed, Gail Stoehr, Clerk
09/07/2018
AGENDA
Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County & District Cllrs
1.
To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest
1.1
To receive written apologies and reasons for absence
1.2
To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
1.3
To receive written requests for dispensations (if any) and to grant any requests as appropriate
2.
To approve the minutes of the May and June meetings
3.
Co-option to fill vacancy following election – to consider applications received if any
4.
Matters arising from last or previous meetings carried forward for discussion/decision
4.1
(14) General Data Protection Regulations - to consider insurance cover
4.2
(14) Village Hall insurance and the Parish Council’s interest in the building
4.3
(24.1) Proposed Community Orchard to consider a report and any recommendations
4.4
(24.2) To consider quotation for the car park resurfacing if received
4.5
(25.2) Highway maintenance in Church Street – to consider the next steps
4.6
(25.3) Recreation Ground condition and use
4.6.1 Morden Magpies – to consider correspondence and request for formal consideration and a
response to all the points raised
4.6.2 Resident – Morden Magpies questions
4.6.3 Report on damage done to the Recreation Ground, steps taken under Health and Safety and
proposal that the Council charges Morden Magpies for the damage (GD, NB)
4.7
(27.1) To consider quotations for cleaning of the War Memorial if received
4.8
(27.4) To consider a quotation for dog fouling signs if received
4.9
(28.1) To consider a quotation for new “No kite flying” sign on the Recreation Ground
4.10
Village website update report
5.
Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
5.1
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
5.2
Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports
5.3
To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
5.4
Appointment of Internal Auditor for FY2019
6.
Members, Working Groups items for discussion and decision
7.
To consider correspondence/communications received
7.1
Wheels for Martin’s Friends – request to use Recreation Ground for pig roast on 1 September
8.
To consider planning and tree works applications and decision notices received since the last meeting
8.1
Planning applications received (KL)
8.2
SCDC Decisions and appeal notifications
8.3
Tree works applications
9.
Items for the next agenda and closure of meeting

Clerk: Mrs LG Stoehr, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge CB23 7NY
Telephone: 01954 210241 Email: guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk

GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk Report to the Parish Council meeting on 16 July 2018
1.

Apologies – None at the time of writing.

2.

To approve the minutes of the last meetings on 21 May and 18 June

3.

Co-option to fill vacancy following election – to consider any applications received
None at the time of writing.

4.
4.1

Matters Arising
(14) General Data Protection Regulations - to consider insurance cover
Deferred at the last meeting.

4.2

(14) Village Hall insurance
The policy will be circulated. The lease stipulates that the policy should note the Council’s interest
in the village hall.

4.3

(24.1) Proposed Community Orchard
A resident has written:
“For the record, 22 people have volunteered in response to the article in Gamut, plus any who have
replied to Gail.
There are probably also a number of others who will respond to a “word of mouth” appeal nearer
the time.
As far as management is concerned, either I or a member of Orchard East would be responsible for
preparation and planting.
I would undertake responsibility for maintenance and formative pruning for 2 to 3 years, God
willing!”

4.4

(24.2) To consider quotation for the car park resurfacing if received
Quotations received will be brought to the meeting.

4.5

(25.2) Highway maintenance in Church Street – to consider the next steps
Deferred at the last meeting.

4.6
(25.3) Recreation Ground condition and use
4.6.1 Morden Magpies – to consider correspondence and request for formal consideration and response
to all the points raised
Attached.
4.6.2 Resident – Morden Magpies questions
Attached.
4.6.3 Report on damage done to the Recreation Ground, steps taken under Health and Safety and
proposal that the Council charges Morden Magpies for the damage (GD, NB)
Photograph attached.
4.7

(27.1) To consider quotations for cleaning of the War Memorial if received
Quotations received will be brought to the meeting.

4.8

(27.4) To consider quotation for dog fouling signs if received
A quotation will be brought to the meeting.

4.9

(28.1) To consider quotation for new “No kite flying” sign on the Recreation Ground
A quotation will be brought to the meeting.

5.
5.1

Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills – attached.

5.2

Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports

5.3

To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
The Clerk used her delegated powers to:

•
•

To purchase top soil for the Recreation Ground at a cost of £510.86 plus Vat for 14 tonnes.
Allocated the exclusive rights of burial for Cemetery Plot D31.

5.4

Appointment of Internal Auditor for FY2019

6.

Members’ items

7.
7.1

To consider correspondence/communications received
Wheels for Martin’s Friends request to use Recreation Ground for pig roast on 1 September
“Wheels for Martin’s Friends would like to book the recreation ground for Saturday 1st
September when we shall be holding our annual Pig Roast. By copy of this email I am requesting
permission from Mr Graham Dellar and look forward to hearing from him.”
Copies of the public liability insurance and risk assessment, and copies of any licences required
have been requested, along with confirmation that there are no fixtures on that date.

8.
8.1

Planning
Planning applications received
None at the time of writing.

8.2
8.2.1

SCDC Decision notices - Are available on the Planning Portal.
S/0986/18/OL – Land to South of 33 Dubbs Knoll Road – Outline planning application for the
erection of 2No. detached 1.5 storey houses – Permission refused.
S/1561/18/FL – Westbrook House, Little Green – Car port – Permission granted.

8.2.2
8.3

Tree works applications
Tree works applications and decisions are now published on the SCDC Planning Portal where the
details may be viewed.

9.

Items for the next agenda and closure of meeting

Gail Stoehr
Subject:

FW: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting

From: Martin Holt
Sent: 25 June 2018 14:41
To: Gail Stoehr (Guilden Morden Parish Council)
Cc: 'Graham Dellar'; Barry Holme
Subject: RE: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting

Gail,
Thank you for your response and it would be appreciated if you could table our response at the fourth coming
meeting as it would appear none of our other correspondence has been presented at previous meetings. The 16th
July is some four months after our initial sub group meeting attended by us on 9th April to which GMPC have not
been in contact until we chased for answers to the first response (this is all below) about finding an alternative
location yet you have still ploughed on with the works and now left us an area that is sub standard and have no
other choice because the works are so extensive.
We have received a further response from Graham, even though we had been told we should get answers from you
after being told to only deal with Graham, that we will be responding to and adding to this email trail. We will be
forwarding this email trail onto all the club members so they can respond to you and hopefully you can table their
responses at the meeting as I am sure they would expect some explanations to.
Regards,
Morden Magpies
From: Gail Stoehr (Guilden Morden Parish Council)
Sent: 20 June 2018 13:04
To: Martin Holt
Cc: 'Graham Dellar' Barry Holme
Subject: RE: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
Dear Martin
I am unable to answer your questions as I am only privy to the Council’s decision at the last meeting which I have
given to you.
I will table your correspondence for the Council to consider when it next meets on 16th July at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall. You are welcome to attend and put this in person to the Council.
Regards
Gail
Gail Stoehr (Mrs)
Clerk to Guilden Morden Parish Council

From: Martin Holt
Sent: 13 June 2018 17:43
To: Gail Stoehr (Guilden Morden Parish Council)
Cc:
Subject: RE: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting

Dear Gail,
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Thank you for your email and the contents noted.
This is considerably more concise than we thought it should as it doesn’t give us any answers to the points raised.
Our main focus through all of this, rather one sided affair, is the future of the youth football at Guilden Morden that
we represent and where this sits with the Parish Council as the way we have been treated to date doesn’t fill us with
any reassurances what so ever.
Please take the time to read through all of the email trail, even though there is others, from us to the PC that have
not even been acknowledged which I would expect you would agree simply isn’t good enough. We have only
contacted the persons we had been advised to, even though lately that keeps changing, only communicated through
the means and resources advised to us, attended what we had been requested to even though there was other
meetings that it would have been useful to be at. Plus we have chased and chased further for a response to
correspondence we submitted for tasks actually requested by the PC for us to carry out that the PC haven’t acted
upon, so I hope from some of the above you can start to understand where we are coming from.
We have highlighted some comments below against the “draft” minutes of your PC meeting of the 21st May(?)
We have always asked if you can give us a detailed breakdown of the works involved, the timescale also and what
pitch and where you understand everyone will be playing come September (or probably before as friendlies start in
August). If the PC was paying for it we did also offer an alternative to get a second quote to check value for money
and that even the proposed works are correct for whatever was requested, but again we had no answer.
As we had no consultation over the location of the pitch we believe there to be a few issues with it, even though not
one of the PC has actually answered our request to meet and be shown the pitch location. We believe you have
marked it out at the “far end”, this has an over hanging tree on one corner and hedge vegetation touching the other
corner which includes stinging nettles, this is unacceptable. We please request you ask the GMFC committee if they
feel that if they had a pitch with these features they would find it acceptable? There does need to be space around
the pitch for safe run off, coaches to stand on opposite side to the spectators, a respect line is 3m from the
touchline and there should be a gap between pitches, plus it is 11m short of the regulation recommendations.
Regards,
Martin – Morden Magpies.
From: Gail Stoehr (Guilden Morden Parish Council)
Sent: 13 June 2018 13:53
To: Martin Holt
Subject: RE: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
Dear Martin
It is my understanding at its May meeting Parish Council took into account all the views of the Sports Clubs and was
grateful that the sports clubs attended the joint meeting with Cllr Dellar to discuss the options.
As indicated Cllr Dellar is the member with day to day responsibility for the recreation ground and any bookings.
However it is the full Parish Council that makes the decisions in its meetings which are open to the public. This is
how the Council ensures it is open and transparent.
The draft minute of the meeting records
“25.3

(6.2) Recreation Ground condition and use – to consider report and recommendation from working group
Cllr Dellar reported on a successful meeting with the Morden Magpies and Guilden Morden Football Club. The
Clubs’ views and suggestions were considered. – Was the first correspondence actually read out at the meeting?
RESOLVED that the junior pitch to be relocated either by the play area or the other end of the senior pitch so
repairs can be done on the top pitch by Guilden Morden FC.(Prop GH, 2nd NB, carried with 6 in favour and 1 abstention) - We
cannot understand how this item is RESOLVED given that the feedback we provided (before the meeting)
quite clearly states there is issues with the location of the youth pitch. This should have lead to immediate
discussions to resolve, as per all your PC comments about compromise, discussion and considered, just
proves that it’s impossible to have!
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RESOLVED that permission be granted for Guilden Morden Football Club to do the work now. – What work?
RESOLVED, that Morden Magpies should be told again that they should not burn lines but should use a
different colour. – The lines have never been burnt in, please stop using this phrase, this is a chemical
designed especially for the job it is designed for, most clubs, schools and sports centres use exactly the same
to aid line marking which makes the lines brighter, less prone to be washed away by bad weather, cuts
down on the labour involved in marking the pitches and the materials used to do so and makes them easier
to over mark by following the lines pleas go and check the grass is growing back. Even though
understanding the last sentence this is a PC request, we fully understand and appreciate your views that this
product will never be used by Morden Magpies, unless permission sought via the PC, again at Guilden
Morden recreation ground. One point could you explain further, is there a need to mark out in a different
colour if pitches do not overlap? Marking out in blue is standard practice for pitches marked out within or
overlapping a senior pitch or any other?
RESOLVED that all clubs be reminded that they should notify Cllr Dellar, in advance, of any fixtures/games to
be played on the Recreation Ground. – Understood – this is something we have always done and never had
cause for any complaints and just to add we bought over a £1000 to the village hall over the past seasons!
The residents left the meeting.”
I anticipate that the situation will be monitored by Cllrs Dellar and Buckland whilst the repair works are completed
and if either Cllrs Dellar, Buckland or the Chiairman believe that anything has been overlooked by the Council in any
of your correspondence then they may request that specifics be considered by the Council at its July meeting. – We
believe there is an amount of points raised that should be discussed to help all parties in the long run to try and
make the associated relationships work together so we can all use, appreciate and be proud of such a excellent
facility, we are very lucky and have felt that way since we started using the facilities five years ago.
Your colleagues at the Club are not included in this email as it the Council’s usual procedure for the Clerk to write to
the main contact and if they wish to circulate it to others then they may of course do.

Regards
Gail
Gail Stoehr (Mrs)
Clerk to Guilden Morden Parish Council

From: Martin Holt
Sent: 13 June 2018 08:39
To: Barry Holme
Cc: Patricia Bowman; guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk
Subject: RE: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting

Thanks Barry understood.
So,
Gail and all at GMPC,
Please see all our comments and questions below.
Can you please let us know how you have been trying to facilitate the usage of the recreation ground and what
decision the full council came to in line with all the list of correspondence we have submitted to date which was
prior to your meeting on the 21st May?
Morden Magpies
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From: Barry Holme
Sent: 13 June 2018 08:28
To: Martin Holt
Cc: [REDACTED] Patricia Bowman guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk
Subject: Re: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
Graham Dellar’s comments are absolutely correct, decision was made by full council.
Graham is the Parish Council delegate on the day to day running of the Recreation Ground.
We are not trying to “pass the buck”, but have been trying to facilitate usage of Guilden Morden’s Recreation
Ground.
Any further correspondence on this matter should be through the parish clerk - Mrs Gail Stoehr.
Barry Holme
On Wed, 13 Jun 2018 at 07:40, Martin Holt wrote:
Thanks for coming back to me Graham.
The correspondence was addressed to yourself and GMPC En masse to which Barry and Gail were copied into.
One statement that Barry made in a previous correspondence was that " Graham Dellar is the Parish Council ‘s
representative for the recreation ground, as is aware of the problems" and then he added that "please discuss with
Graham" all we ask for is some answers as at present it feels like all the Parish Council are doing is passing the buck.
We look forward to any response please.

Morden Magpies.
-----Original Message----From: Patricia Bowman
Sent: 12 June 2018 20:11
To: Martin Holt
Cc: guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk
Subject: Re: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
Martin
Please note that now that the matter has been decided by the full Parish Council on May 21st all correspondence
should be addressed to the Clerk Gail Stoer.
Graham

-----Original Message----From: Martin Holt
To: Patricia Bowman
CC: barryholme buckland.nick guildenmordenpc [REDACTED]
Sent: Mon, 11 Jun 2018 14:37
Subject: RE: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
Graham and GMPC,
We would like to acknowledge receipt of your letter sent over on Wednesday 30th May and would like to
raise a few points that it would be appreciated you can respond to, I have used the email trail to date so
that the full situation can be followed with dates back to the begining.
We had been clearly told that a decision would be reached by the working group that was set up, we had
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been tasked by all at the meeting to investigate finding an alternative location for the 9v9 pitch which was
duly carried out. We then submitted the results and associated comments to aid fair and considered
response to which we still haven’t had any reply to. We thought that the GMPC would reconvene a further
meeting to discuss the results of the findings as Barry keeps reiterating and these are his words " come to a
compromise between all users. This I understand that he did and all parties need to work for the greater
enjoyment of sports on the recreation ground, for Guilden Morden parishioners."
From this and due to no communication no one actually knows if a compromise has been reached only the
GMPC seem to know, further to this and as previously requested, we need the PC to show Morden Magpies
where the proposed location of the pitch mentioned in the letter is so it can be checked over for its
suitability and we can help with the experience we have. Then a further point from the above statement is
the Guilden parishioners, over the age groups we have some 16no residents of Guilden Morden, which
includes two of our coaches, signed on let alone the ones from Steeple Morden. Has the same statement
been levied to GMFC as in the one meeting we have had, the GMFC reserve team manager, said they had a
couple from Guilden, Ashwell (different council completely) and one from Buntingford!
So can you please explain the process and the purpose of the working group as it appears that the PC had
already made their mind up as we hadn’t been informed of any decision until we found out only by trying
to book the pitch for a friendly for the new U11s to have their first go at 9v9 that pitch renovations had
started, there is a serious lack of transparency from the Parish Council in this whole situation.
We believe one of the major concerns that the PC have with the use of the recreation ground is wear and
tear, if the decision has been made that the Morden Magpies cannot use the pitch, which they have done
for the last four years, then the council are pushing all the usage onto one pitch. This is the pitch that GMFC
have stated they have issues with as they had to postpone four games. We really cannot believe only
postponing four games is a problem, as country wide every club has had to do this with the weather we've
had this year and the use the pitches get at our levels hence lots of evening games to try and finish the
season by the latest end of May. Managing your facility is part of grass roots football and is a portion of
understanding and looking after your facilities by postponing a game for a later date, not just jumping onto
another pitch to do the same and potentially spoil more peoples use of the facilities. Can you please agree
and explain that GMPC are ok with this situation of pitch use?
Can you inform us of the intentions of the PC for the pitch use in future and how long and what's involved
with these restorations and where the youth football fits in, please be reminded that Morden Magpies and
youth football is the sustainability of village football as we know it in our local vicinity. Morden Magpies
have a succession of teams for the next five years, at least, as once they outgrow the pitches at Steeple 5v5
& 7v7 - age groups under 6 to 9, they move to Guilden and become 9v9 at ages 10-12, then they move to
Litlington and start playing 11v11 at ages 12-14, thus showing the GMPC what a crucial role the facilities
there play in the development of these children and the parents that follow them. We would like to add
that most of the Morden Magpies coaches used to play for Morden Magpies thirty years ago. Morden
Magpies was first created and based at Guilden Morden thirty years ago and even the GMFC Chairman
played for Morden Magpies, this in itself is detriment to the youth setup our villages have and to the future
of the senior clubs by keeping the youth football using these facilities.
I took a trip over to Guilden Morden on Friday night (8th June) and observed lots of lines on the far senior
pitch and as it would appear, which would answer a lot of the questions above, is that the PC have sided
with GMFC and colluded with the one party and still not communicated with Morden Magpies making a
complete mockery and waste of all our time in trying to reach a compromise for all to enjoy and use the
facilities for the greater good of the residents and associates of Guilden Morden.
My observations are as follows, so please let us know if this is wrong :
It would appear that the senior pitch is moving towards the kids play area by some 6m, this then only
makes the senior pitch 9m away from the kids play area, the first question being is this a sufficient gap for
children playing in this area on match day? A strong shot at this goal could result in some unpleasant
circumstances as a result of the proximity of this goal, see two pictures with yellow lines with play area in
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the background.
Up the far end is a white lined pitch that I can only imagine is your proposed option for the Morden
Magpies, it is 11m short of regulation size it has been shoe horned in, please refer to other pictures
attached. These show how close to the hedge vegetation one corner is which to the FA is unacceptable, can
you please explain how a corner is supposed to be taken? For your information there is a coaches area on
one side of the pitch, lets say it’s the hedge side plus a run off of 6m which isn’t present at the moment.
The other side of the pitch is the spectators area and respect line that is compulsory, the respect line needs
to be 3m from the side line of the pitch and there should be upto 6m from any other pitch.
Is there any explanation of how the PC think this is going to work as we will forward these findings to the FA
and see what their response would be to get a more detailed answer?
Is there a reason why Morden Magpies are being penalised and no other party is for the use of these
facilities and we just get what's left? When we have explained that there is an easy resolution and keep
everything in its original state, spend money on the far senior pitch and manage the facility just like any
other football clubs do?
A further observation about these pitch renovations, on the pitch nearest the road, what affect does this
have on the outfield of the cricket?
We believe a formal statement is now deemed necessary of PC intentions of how this situation is to
progress and would a meeting between just Morden Magpies and PC be worth arranging?
I have also attached a picture of the line nearest the cricket square showing the grass growing back
quashing the myth and the only issue GMFC have about the lines and burning the grass, as it is not burnt!
We look forward to your anticipated responses.
Regards,
Martin Holt - Morden Magpies.

-----Original Message----From: Patricia Bowman
Sent: 29 May 2018 22:26
To: Martin Holt
Cc: Barry Holme; Nick Buckland guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk
Subject: Re: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
Martin
You will have to wait for official confirmation of the Parish Council's decision, then we can get into detailed
discussions.
Graham

-----Original Message----From: Martin Holt
To: Barry Holme [REDACTED] buckland.nick
CC: Patricia Bowman buckland.nick guildenmordenpc
Sent: Tue, 29 May 2018 21:54
Subject: Re: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
Graham,
6

I have copied in our committee as they keep being left off the correspondence.
I am sure Andrew can further inform of an arrangement that he first had with Darren before he left the
club.
But the pitch had been unused for years and even with Barry’s endorsement it was good to see it being
used again by local people and maintained.
The issue and the only one GMFC can and seem to have with the junior pitch and the lines is superficial.
If you read the emails it simply won’t work with the pitch use unless it stays as it or the PC will have more
issues of major ground issues, postponed games and local people not being able to use the facility.
Could you please clarify what decision the PC have made as it appears you have agreed something but not
shared this answer.
To further repeat what had been documented and discussed, at the close of this season the senior teams
used the far newer pitch adjacent to the play equipment, the juniors used the pitch nearest the pub and
therefore the recreation ground was enjoyed by all parties and hence the maximum amount of parishioners
used the facility.
The only change is that GM FC do not want to share the far pitch.
There is not another example probably in Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire whereby a senior pitch is not
shared between typically a first team and reserve, there is also not a team that has not had to cancel a
game due to the pitch, it’s a fact of life at grass routes level football, this winter had seen exceptional
circumstances.
If the PC are supporting GM FC they are essentially allowing one team to play on the far pitch and four
teams to play on the nearest pitch ( the four teams being one GM FC team and three Magpie teams ).
If that is the decision the pitch situation will actually be made worse on the nearest pitch due to overuse,
we cannot see how the pitch will cope with potentially four home games over a weekend, as you are well
aware this pitch has never had so many games .
GM FC under Darren had no issues with two senior teams using the far pitch as it is the norm and is
representative of all teams locally.
The current situation where two senior teams use the far pitch and three youth teams works for all and
importantly it preserves the pitches.
Are the PC therefore supporting GM FC in their pursuit of restricting the far pitch to one team, endorsing
the near pitch to be used by four teams.
Can you please confirm
The simple answer is for GM FC to pitch share as All village teams do and the youth use the other pitch .
Regards,
Morden Magpies
Martin Holt
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On 29 May 2018, at 21:19, Barry Holme wrote:
Please discuss with Graham Dellar.
Barry
On Tue, 29 May 2018 at 20:54, Martin Holt wrote:
Barry,
Can you explain what the problems are as no one seems to know apart from GM FC?
As far as we (Morden Magpies) are concerned everything is good as it is before GM FC decided they wanted
the complete recreation ground.
So for all parties to work for the greater enjoyment of sports on the recreation ground, for Guilden Morden
parishioners the parish council need to make a decision as to GM FC and them to pitch share and Morden
Magpies continue on the other pitch, as explained in the previous emails.
Kind regards,
Morden Magpies
On 29 May 2018, at 20:41, Barry Holme wrote:
Ref. Your email.
Graham Dellar is the Parish Council ‘s representative for the recreation ground, as is aware of the problems.
He was asked to arrange a meeting and come to a compromise between all users. This I understand that he
did and all parties need to work for the greater enjoyment of sports on the recreation ground, for Guilden
Morden parishioners.
Barry Holme

On Tue, 29 May 2018 at 20:25, Martin Holt wrote
Thank you for the update Graham.
Can you let me know what is actually being done?
I see the goals are gone and it looks like the area in front of the old senior goal has been scabbled.
Can we meet someone to show us this proposed location but as you say if the pitch in it’s existing location
is available for next season then there is no need to relocate it?
As mentioned we would still have some training on the recreation ground and we will stay away from the
cordoned areas.
Can we have the parish council assurance that it will be available not should as you can appreciate this can
potentially effect a lot of people that nearly half are Guilden residents?
Many thanks,
Martin.

> On 29 May 2018, at 20:10, Patricia Bowman wrote:
>
> Martin
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> I apologise for not responding to your previous emails, but I expected by now that you would have
received official notification of the decision taken at the Parish Council meeting 21st May re the juniors
pitch. I can tell you that it was decided to relocate this pitch to slightly overlap the lower senior pitch while
the planned repairs were made to the top pitch. This is the reason for not allowing this pitch to be used for
the time being. It was not expected that the junior pitch would be used throughout the summer. I have told
Dave that I would inform him when the pitch was available. It should be available for the start of next
seasons matches.
>
>
> -----Original Message----> From: Martin Holt
> To: Martin Holt
> CC: Graham Dellar buckland.nick guildenmordenpc [REDACTED] barryholme
> Sent: Tue, 29 May 2018 19:14
> Subject: Re: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
>
> Dear Barry and representatives of Guilden Morden Parish Council,
>
> I am following up my two previous emails and now copying in Barry as no one has answered, I am really
hopeful that one of you will now take the time.
>
> I have been told today via one of the Morden Magpies coaches that due to work on the pitch their game
has not been allowed to go a head and future games until further notice.
>
> Can you please explain what works are taking place, how long these works are due to take as you haven’t
communicated anything to us, after several requests by Morden Magpies, in a way of an update by GMPC,
as there is a potential this may effect the youth football provided by Morden Magpies.
>
> If you remember back in April Morden Magpies and GMFC were asked to attend a meeting requested by
you (Barry) to talk about the pitches and both parties intentions after Barry could not be there due to a
family connection to the Chairman of GMFC. We then did as we had been tasked by Graham and Nick to
see if a pitch could fit anywhere else on the recreation ground. The facts and findings are below and well
documented, which you still haven’t commented on.
>
> As I alluded to in my last correspondence our intentions have been submitted and we are now so far
down the line and just need the assurances of the GMPC that the facilities are able to be used come next
season in September and pre-season matches, again as discussed in the meeting.
>
> Your silence and lack of communication and then now finding that works have taken place is very
alarming and potentially we are really nervous for our future.
>
> Regards and awaiting your anticipated response.
>
> Martin Holt - Morden Magpies
>
> On 23 May 2018, at 08:23, Martin Holt wrote:
>
> Good afternoon Graham and Nick,
>
> Just following this up as I wanted to check that this landed with you all and that you have had a chance to
mull over its contents.
>
> There was a couple of questions contained with reference to alternative quotes or guidance on the pitch
renovations and maintenance, had you been able to decide if this was worth agreeing to so we can
approach another contractor?
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>
> Further to this and as briefly discussed in our previous meetings the league intentions have been
submitted, this then secures youth football within the leagues we are in. The information submitted
includes pitch locations and as there has not been any comments to the contrary we have progressed as
per the previous four seasons and named Guilden Morden as our home ground again for the U11s and
U12s for the upcoming season starting in September 2018.
>
> Would it be possible for the Parish Council to confirm receipt of the emails and that the contents have or
are to be viewed, please update us to any possible progression and if there is any other factors or
comments from other parties to be considered?
>
> Many thanks and looking forward to further positive responses,
>
> Regards,
>
> Morden Magpies.
>
>
> From: Martin Holt
> Sent: 08 May 2018 11:45
> To: Graham Dellar 'guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk' Nick Buckland
> Cc: [REDACTED]
> Subject: Guilden Morden Pitch Meeting
>
> Dear Graham and Nick,
>
> Thank you for giving your time on this matter please see below our observations and comments found
since our meeting with you both and GMFC to investigate a potential alternative 9v9 pitch location and
GMFC request for pitch renovations and a single pitch for the 1st team and Reserve team :
>
> I have been over to Guilden recreation ground on 20th April and produced the attached drawing showing
that with the cricket square in its present location a regulation 9v9 pitch or a reduced size one will not fit.
>
> I then went over to the other half of the recreation ground where Guilden Morden FC thought it may be
possible to fit – it appears it can squeeze in one location but there are some quite major complications
hindering a progression for this area:
>
> Firstly, Morden Magpies will have three teams playing on a 9v9 pitch next season starting in September
2018 (this would be our fifth year at Guilden Morden).
>
> Pitch use is the issue, which is a GMPC concern, if the ground renovations happen this then disperses
pitch wear to other areas.
>
> The 9v9 pitch would then be over marking the senior pitch, potentially three games of kids footy and then
one senior game on one Saturday – then add to that if the GM Reserves sign up to a Saturday or Sunday
league this is one extra senior team game on the same pitch or over marked area in one weekend.
>
> The existing senior metal goals on this pitch are set in and it is unknown as to the extent of the works of
digging them out. This will prove to be a challenging job to make this good and reinstating as a decent
playing surface in time for the new season to allow all to play on it.
>
> There are numerous major mounds of earth covered in grass some within the proposed pitch and the
immediate run off area that is required under FA guidelines for safety, these would need removing and
making good and the same situation applies as above.
>
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> Given the usage levels of the pitches, the amount of work involved and the logistical challenge we do not
believe that this is a viable option.
>
> Parish Council decision:
>
> Going forward with the points within this email and attached information the Parish Council are the only
avenue left to make a decision on how all can enjoy and use these local facilities we are all part of.
>
> We believe that GMFC should continue to pitch share, as all the surrounding villages do already and have
managed to comfortably manage this exact situation for years, please see examples below:
>
> Bassingbourn 1st and Reserves play on one pitch, Litlington 1st and Reserves use one pitch and gave up
one senior pitch for the youth teams, Steeple Morden 1st and Reserves share one pitch and gave up one
senior pitch for youth football and there is now 2no 7v7 and 1no 5v5 pitches marked out over it – the youth
teams are the future of all the senior football in the villages. It is worth noting that the kids that play for
Morden Magpies are from the surrounding villages that 16no are signed on from Guilden Morden and 20no
from Steeple Morden across the age groups.
>
> If Morden Magpies U11s and U12s are not able to play on a pitch at Guilden Morden, that has been our
home ground for the last four years, then 35no children will be denied local village football and will
disperse. This will have an effect on supporting the local senior sides like Guilden and Steeple as they will
have a link to the teams they may go and play for, or worse still, give up football and this situation would be
a real shame.
>
> We do not have any other option as there are youth teams, not all Magpies, playing at the surrounding
villages and there is no other space available.
>
> Costs proposal and scheme details:
>
> Morden Magpies at present are helping Steeple Morden FC maintain the complete recreation ground
through funding some of the scheme to seed, feed and maintain over a period of seasons to keep the
facility good for all, including the cricket. We are prepared to go over the proposed scheme that GMFC are
putting forward to see where Morden Magpies can help here to, as we are committed to finding a solution
to the issue we have. If this involves investment by Morden Magpies then we are prepared but would need
to agree the scheme in hand that GMFC have at present and discuss with the committee as to what the
club can do. We can always offer getting an alternative proposal from the contractor that is being used at
Steeple Morden if this is deemed relevant please let us know and it can be arranged, this then gives an
alternative quote for the GMPC to know they are getting value for money, again please advise if you would
like us to pursue this?
>
> There is a question of who is paying for the pitch renovations, the goals to be taken out and made good
and new goals on wheels if it’s the PC and the parishioners then do the number of local people using the
facility be checked?
>
> Long Term:
>
> Thinking further long term, Morden Magpies have the age groups already in place that will follow the
teams already highlighted for this facility, have Guilden Morden FC reserves shown or proved what
longevity they have before the PC make a decision to possibly spend money on something that doesn’t
really need doing in its present state.
>
> So now it is fact that an alternative location for the pitch on the rec is either not possible or very difficult
then it’s a case of managing the pitches – if we stay as we are then between the U11s and 12s on a
Saturday match day, if both teams are drawn at home, we will have to sort staggered KO times between us.
>
> The Guilden sides then rotate home fixtures which is done by the league anyway – depending on the
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league they join - but if they play on a Sunday then that is better still as it spreads the use on the pitch over
two days and possibly not every week as some fixtures are away, on this basis we really do not see what
the issues with the existing senior team pitch are at the moment and with the Morden Magpies pitch, as it
works perfectly.
>
> Finally, if an alternative location was found, say, for up to two seasons, whilst the renovation works go
ahead, we will have to mark out in blue on and over marking the existing senior pitch, so that means
potentially three kids games on one pitch plus a senior game on the same pitch possibly in one day – the
question would then be is this acceptable to the PC? It will affect the pitch more than what the situation is
now and mean potentially more called off games affecting even more.
>
> Let’s use this following example looking to the future, if the newly renovated pitch has happened,
Morden Magpies would mark out in blue on both adult pitches, to try and spread pitch use, but if one is
deemed out of action then three kids teams and two senior teams are affected and the likely hood of
getting a 1st team game, a reserve team game (as long as they play Saturdays) plus three 9v9 games on one
pitch in one day is impossible, this is the long term issues.
>
> We understand that GMPC want to keep all of us using the facilities but it did appear in the meeting that
the Senior Team felt kids football was getting in the way of them having a pitch each. To be able to share
the facility and help with its maintenance and longevity for all has always been the ethos of the youth
football Morden Magpies provide.
>
> We strongly believe that the solution to all of this is to carry on as we are, manage the use and the pitch
you play on, communicate with the PC and village hall committees and continue to improve the facility and
structure of the community based grass roots football we love to be a part of by either playing, coaching,
watching and just seeing local kids and parents enjoying what’s provided for them.
>
> This captures Morden Magpies views on this situation and we look forward to your anticipated positive
response as soon as you are able to and we really appreciate the time and effort put in by you all to be
where we are now.
>
> Kind regards.
>
> Morden Magpies.
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Gail Stoehr
Subject:

FW: Football Pitch

-----Original Message----From: Patricia Bowman
Sent: 21 June 2018 22:11
To: Martin Holt
Cc: 'guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk'; Barry Holme; Nick Buckland
Subject: Football Pitch
Martin
Gail has forwarded your latest email for me to give you some information.
Guilden Morden FC have now finished marking out their pitch for next season and have taken
out the goalposts at the western end.. They have reduced the length of the pitch to enable
you to mark out a pitch at that western end as a reasonable compromise. If this is not
acceptable to you, you must come up with some alternative suggestions yourselves which you
have so far not done. The nettles you complained about have been removed and there is
sufficient space for spectators etc.
I suggest that you arrange to meet with Michael Holme at the site if you have any doubt
about these arrangements.
At no time has the Parish Council threatened to prevent you from playing on the recreation
ground. In fact the Parish Council and Guilden Morden FC have bent over backwards to help
your teams to play there. It just needs a little co-operation whilst the ground
improvements are carried out.
These improvements will take some time because the grass will need to grown sufficiently
to withstand matches being played. I can as yet give you no timescale. The Parish Council
have not contributed to the cost of these improvements. It has all been done by fund
raising by Guilden Morden FC and is being carried out by professionals and with the Parish
Council's permission.
I would ask you that when marking out the pitch you do not burn out the grass as before.
There are now serious cracks in the ground where this method has been used by your club in
the past. Your club may be asked to contribute to the cost of repairing these cracks.
Also we would ask that you no not carry out practice in the area facing the houses on
Bells Meadow. There have been complaints from residents there.
Graham Dellar
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Gail Stoehr
Subject:

FW: The Guilden Morden football pitch

From: [[REDACTED]
Sent: 18 June 2018 11:44
To: 'guildenmordenpc@1gs-services.co.uk'
Subject: The Guilden Morden football pitch

To the members of the Parish Council.
[REDACTED] I am writing this email without any prompting or consultation with any of the Magpies team. I attended
the first meeting with the Parish Council and have been copied in on the email trail to date.
My credentials and the reason I am writing this email is that I, along with like minded fathers helped form and shape
the Morden Magpies some 40 years ago, [REDACTED] were running children’s football in the village when I
joined them and we then formed a committee and named the
club the Morden Magpies as we had fathers from both villages and those from Guilden Morden included
[REDACTED] who is sadly no longer with us. [REDACTED] joined later as he refereed a lot of the Magpies
games. [REDACTED] went to the Chalk pits and obtained sponsorship so
we could buy kits for all of the age groups.
Those of us that are lucky enough that their children have stayed in the villages and have now taken on the mantle
and another generation has been reborn with the Magpies football club and there are not many clubs can say that.
They like the original members , established the youth football as there was nothing else, the primary schools do not
cater for this and the current coaches are fully trained not only in football skills but life skills as well, including fair
play and their football is for both genders girls and boys.
The Morden Magpies currently run football coaching for ages from 6 years old up to 15/16 years and as a result of
this they need a lot of pitches.
The Guilden Morden Parish Council need to realize the enormity of their decision, whereby you appear to be giving
priority to a Guilden Morden Second team, when only a season ago, this team was an Ashwell team having no
allegiance to Guilden whatsoever and basically throwing the Magpies off a pitch
they have used for some 3 to 4 years and offering them a patch in the far corner which has been demonstrated by
the Magpies will not work.
You also seem to be allowing the Guilden teams to have two pitches when it has already been demonstrated that
Bassingbourn, Littlington and Steeple Morden both have an A & B sides who share one pitch why should this be any
different at Guilden Morden?
The Morden Magpies have 3 age groups that use the pitch at Guilden, without that pitch they have nowhere else
to go this one decision could spell the demise of the Magpies, as 3 age groups will not be able to play football,
does the Parish Council really want that on their conscious?
You appear also to accept everything that is said by the senior side without question and totally ignore every point
the Magpies raise even to the extent you believe the Magpies Burn the lines of their football pitch. They have
children from the age of 6 years old can you really believe the Magpies would burn
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the lines of their football pitch’s, this is something the senior side has told you. There is only one substance that can
burn the lines and that is Creosote this is a banned substance. The gentleman that carries out the lining does it as a
favour to the Magpies, he marks out all sorts of sports pitches as a living and
does Schools, Academy’s and the University so please do not believe the lines are burnt.
I apologize if the tone of my email is abrupt but, I like all of the people involved with the Magpies, are passionate
about youth football in the villages, I am not sure if the Councilors have grand children but I think there is nothing
more rewarding than going on a Saturday or Sunday to watch the grand children
running around a football pitch.
To summarize I would like the parish Council to answer the following questions if the y could please.
1) Why are you giving priority to a Guilden side that has no allegiance to the village over the Magpies?
2) Your message seems to be that children’s football is not important in Guilden Morden over the senior side.
3) Why do you believe the senior side should have the choice of two pitches when every other village they
share one?
4) Have you taken a poll of the village to see where the support lies for this decision?
Could you please acknowledge my email and that it will be read out at the next meeting.
Regards

[REDACTED]
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GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Jul-18
£
128,936.50

Summary of Month
Balance brought forward
Adjustments/Corrections
Expenditure approved at last/between meetings
NEST
PENSION
CCC
STREETLIGHT ENERGY
Receipts
PLOT W13
PLOT 13C-1
PLOT D31
BARCLAYS
FLOODLIGHT TRUST
FLOODLIGHT TRUST
COIF
FLOODLIGHT TRUST

INTERMENT FEE
ALLOTMENT RENT
PLOT PURCHASE
INTEREST
FUNDRAISING
FUNDRAISING
INTEREST
FUNDRAISING

Total Adjustments
Balance revised after adjustments

-90.38 DD
-1234.66

118.00
30.00
115.00
8.45
10.00
63.62
67.06
50.00
-862.91
128073.59

Bank Reconciliation
Account
Barclays Community Account
Barclays Business Premium Account
Cambridge & Counties Account
Total

Funds Statement Outstanding
38,602.24
38,577.62
24.62
16,948.11
16,948.11
72,523.24
72,523.24
128,073.59 128,048.97
24.62

Expenditure for approval at meeting
BUCHANS
BUCHANS
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITES
SCDC
LGS SERVICES
LGS SERVICES
HMRC
BUCHANS
PLAYSAFETY LTD
NEST

GRASSCUTTING
GRASSCUTTING
WEBSITE
ELECTION FEE
ADMIN SUPPORT
ADMIN SUPPORT
PAYE
SALARY
GRASSCUTTING
PLAY INSPECTION
SALARY
PENSION

Total
Balance C/F
Gail Stoehr
Responsible Financial Officer
Notes:
Late invoices will be brought to the meeting

£
1908.46
1206.05
820.00
135.00
873.67
826.32
34.60
123.95
362.36
130.20
124.15
90.38
6635.14
121,438.45

DD

