GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF MEETING
The Meeting of the Parish Council will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 17 September 2018 at 7.30pm
The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon business to
be transacted as set out below

Signed, Ben Stoehr, Acting Clerk
11/09/2018
AGENDA
Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County & District Cllrs
1.
To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest
1.1
To receive written apologies and reasons for absence
1.2
To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
1.3
To receive written requests for dispensations (if any) and to grant any requests as appropriate
2.
To approve the minutes of the July and August meetings
3.
Co-option to fill vacancy following election – to consider applications received if any
4.
Matters arising from last or previous meetings carried forward for discussion/decision
4.1
(4.0.2) Parking in Fox Hill Road – to consider CCC’s response
4.2
(4.0.3) The Three Tuns – update and consideration how to respond to any future request from Guilden
Morden Community Pub or a parishioner for grant aid or investment in respect of the refurbishment of
the pub
4.3
(4.6) Football pitch update and permission for Morden Magpies to position goals near new pitch
4.4
(5.2) To consider the tree survey
4.5
(5.2) To consider quotations for play area repairs
4.6
(7.0.2) Cambridge to Bedford Railway – to note East-West Transport Corridor proposals (Central
Section) and consider holding a public meeting
4.7
(9) To consider whether the provision the Council pays for at the Village Hall mast is still required (NB)
4.8
(4.10) Website Updates (BH)
5.
Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
5.1
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
5.2
Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports
5.3
To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
5.4
Use of photographs at public events and on website – to note advice received from LCPAS
5.5
To note the conclusion of the external audit
6.
Members, Working Groups items for discussion and decision
6.1
Proposal that the Parish Council funds or contributes to the costs of repair to the Village Hall roof (NB)
7.
To consider correspondence/communications received
7.1
Resident – complaint about noise disturbance
7.2
SCDC consultation – Gambling (2005 Act) Policy
7.3
CCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan
7.4
Recreation Ground Car Park Gate
8.
To consider planning and tree works applications and decision notices received since the last meeting
8.1
Planning applications received (KL)
8.1.1 S/3277/18/NM – Site adjacent to Thatchways, Little Green – Non-material amendment of
planning permission S/2478/16/FL
8.2
SCDC Decisions and appeal notifications
8.3
Tree works applications
9.

Gamut Items

10.

Items for the next agenda and closure of meeting

Clerk: Mrs LG Stoehr, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge CB23 7NY
Telephone: 01954 210241 Email: guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk

GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk Report to the Parish Council meeting on 17 September 2018
1.

Apologies – will be reported to the meeting.

2.

To approve the minutes of the last meetings on 16 July and 20 August - attached

3.

Co-option to fill vacancy following election – to consider any applications received
None at the time of writing.

4.
4.1

Matters Arising
(4.0.2) Parking in Fox Hill Road – to consider CCC’s response
“I have been forwarded your recent email to David Lines about people parking on the verge on Fox Hill
Road and the Parish Council’s desire to have bollards installed on the verge to prevent this. I have also
spoken to Dennis Vacher and his recollection is that he said that he would ‘look into this issue’ and he
denies making any promises to the Parish at the time.
Unfortunately, there is currently no budget available to install new bollards at this location so the parish
will either need to fund them itself or submit a bid to the County Council’s Local Highway Improvement
Scheme. Full details of how to do this can be done can be found on the County Council’s website:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improvingyour-local-highway/”

Letters have been sent to the local residents requesting that they stop parking on the verge.
4.2

(4.0.3) The Three Tuns – update and consideration how to respond to any future request from
Guilden Morden Community Pub or a parishioner for grant aid or investment in respect of the
refurbishment of the pub
Guilden Morden Community Pub Ltd (GMCP) has received the following email from a
parishioner:"Suggestion
The Parish Council has for twenty years run a surplus in its accounts.
If I remember correctly the Council carries a non specific and general reserve of £80000 in cash.
As the 3Ts is the only community asset does it not make sense to use this reserve to part fund the
acquisition of the pub for the benefit of the whole village."
I'm aware that the general reserve is closer to £60k than £80k and that the PC is obliged to carry a
surplus. The question from the parishioner is more for the PC than GMCP but notwithstanding
that I'd be grateful for your observations/comments prior to my reply on behalf of GM
Community Pub.”
The Chairman of the GMCP has written:
“The [Parish Council’s] policy on general reserves is that it must be a minimum of 1-1.5 x annual
budget. [The Parish Council’s] general reserve figure is close to that.
With that in mind and the fact that the share offer for the Tuns is due to close on 1st September,
on behalf of GM Community Pub I’ll advise the village resident accordingly.”
The Clerk advises that it is unclear if the Parish Council has the power to invest in the GMCP.
Parish Council’s have the power to provide facilities for recreation; however don’t have the power
to run a pub.

4.3

(4.6) Football pitch update and permission for Morden Magpies to position goals near new pitch
“Minutes of Guilden Morden Recreation Ground Pitch Meeting 16th August 2018
A meeting was held at 7.30 pm in Guilden Morden Village Hall between Guilden Morden Parish
Council (represented by Nick Buckland and Graham Dellar), Guilden Morden FC (represented by
Michael Holmes and Andy Lloyd) and Morden Magpies FC (represented by Andy Holt, Martin
Holt and Mike McLean.

Michael Holmes gave an update on pitch repairs being carried out and stated that the long dry
spell had prevented the new grass seed being sown and therefore the pitch would be unlikely to be
ready at all for the coming football season. Work on this would be carried out as and when the
volunteers were available.
The marking of the pitches was discussed and MMFC were asked not to use the pitch marking
material that had killed the grass and resulted in such large cracks to appear that the whole of the
top pitch had to be cordoned off for safety reasons until the cracks had been filled with topsoil.
They assured us that they would not use this method again. Nick and Graham thanked GMFC for
the hard work they and their volunteers had undertaken in very trying, hot conditions.
MMFC then stated that they were now ready to use the area allocated to them for a junior pitch
next to the bottom senior pitch. They felt that the pitch would only be suitable for under 7 matches
and that three such teams would be using this pitch.
MMFC said that they were planning to introduce a 11-a-side team for the 1918-1919 season and
would like to share the pitch with GMFC. This would have to be resolved by co-operation
between the two clubs. Possible sharing of costs between the two clubs was discussed. GMFC
were hoping to introduce a ladies team in the near future and this would have a bearing on the
pitch usage.
MMFC asked to be allowed to position their goalposts near their new pitch, and as GMFC were
already doing this it was agreed subject to the approval of the Parish Council.
Nick and Graham then thanked the representatives of the two clubs for helping to resolve this
long-running dispute, and the meeting was closed at 8pm.”
4.4

(5.2) To consider the tree survey if received
The Tree survey has arrived and will be brought to the meeting; an electronic copy has been requested and
will be distributed when received.

4.5

(5.2) To consider quotations for play area repairs
Quotations will be brought to the meeting.

4.6

(7.0.2) Cambridge to Bedford Railway – to note East-West Transport Corridor proposals (Central
Section) and consider holding a public meeting
Details of scheme attached.
The Chairman has booked the Village Hall for 27 September in anticipation.

4.7

(9) To consider whether the provision the Council pays for at the Village Hall is still required
Cllr Buckland to report.

5.
5.1

Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills – attached.

5.2

Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports

5.3

To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
The Clerk used delegated powers to purchase a combination lock play area gate.

5.4

Use of photographs at public events and on website – to note advice received from LCPAS
LCPAS have written:
“One of the questions which arose at the GDPR session that I (as the trainer) undertook to confirm was the
position regarding photographs at public events and also of legacy photographs that were still being used
on websites.
Having spoken to Jayne Cole, she has confirmed that we are still waiting for new guidance on journalism
from the Information Commissioners Office.

However for now, she suggests that if you plan to take photographs for publication purposes at parish
events, you should put notices up and ensure that people are aware so that they can opt out if need be.
Regarding historic photographs, she advises that there is no problem putting them on websites as long as
when the photographs were originally taken the subjects knew how the photographs were being used.”
5.5

To note the conclusion of the external audit
Attached

6.

Members’ items

6.1

Proposal that the Parish Council funds or contributes to the costs of repair to the Village Hall roof
Cllr Buckland to report.
“The Village Hall flat roof is leaking, the VHC has gone out to get quotes and the only one they
have at this time is for £10,750 plus VAT,
as the landlords of the VH, would we be willing to help with the costs, I think they would like
half?
If we the GMPC do help can we get the VAT back which is a hefty 20% £2,150 approx, if the
VHC can't recover it.”
The Acting Clerk advises that the Parish Council is not able to reclaim VAT in the above
circumstances. HMRC have strict rules about reclaiming VAT under the Parish Council VAT
scheme; in brief the project must be the Parish Council’s, quotes and invoices must be in the name
of the PC, payment must be made out of PC funds, PC must keep the supply. The PC reclaim
VAT for a 3rd party.
The Village Hall Committee is responsible for maintenance under the lease.

7.
7.1

To consider correspondence/communications received
Resident – complaint about noise disturbance
A resident has written about problems experienced by themselves and a neighbour with noise
from Town Farm:
“A neighbour from Connors Close contacted them first about an ongoing noise that has been
occurring 24/7 for the last c.8 weeks she was told that In February of this year they had a
refrigeration unit fitted to one of the barns which activates when the temperature rises above 10
degrees.
This has been running constantly and is especially disturbing at night. I have contacted the farm
manager who is due to contact the fitters to see if anything can be done about it to reduce the
noise. Failing this I feel we will need to contact Environmental health as it is night time noise
pollution that has not occurred before.
I have no problems with the town farm / industry development in any other respect, and they
have always been extremely responsive and helpful so I hope this will also be the case here, but I
really do think that villagers are entitled, given our very rural location, to quiet at night!” and
“I have chased up the farm management on 6 July and they responded that they have not yet heard
back from the maintenance company who were going to look into whether noise reduction was
possible. I have not heard anything further to date.
Two other individuals have also contacted the farm about this noise.
Additionally I am unsure whether this is seasonal, insomuch as the bulbs are going to be removed
within defined number of weeks?, or whether planning permission was given for industrial
machinery to be used on this site 24/7? , the parish council may be aware. At night the noise is
really disturbing and has been occurring for over 8 weeks, and tonight for example it is a very
audible buzzing noise.”
The Chairman has suggested that the resident writes to SCDC, the District Councillor and the
County Councillor.

7.2

SCDC consultation – Gambling (2005 Act) Policy
“Consultation – Gambling (2005 Act) Policy
The review of a Statement of South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Gambling Act Policy is a
requirement under Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005. In preparing the statement, officers
have given full regard to both the requirements of the Act itself and the revised guidelines issued
by the Department of Culture Media and Sport (DCMS), Gambling Commission and where
relevant, Council strategies such as crime and disorder. The policy will form the basis of any
decision taken in respect of applications or enforcement under the Gambling Act 2005 by Officers
or any Committee or sub-committee involved in licensing decisions.
The objectives of the Act as set by Government are:
• To prevent gambling from being a source of crime and disorder, being associated with crime
or disorder or being used to support crime
• Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way
• Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling
As part of a public consultation process I am writing to you for views and feedback before the
final policy comes into effect. Consultees will include
The Draft Gambling Policy has been published for public consultation and is available for viewing
via the South Cambridgeshire District Council Website:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/gambling-and-lottery-licences
Alternatively, hard copies can be made available by telephoning the Licensing Department on
01954 713481 or emailing licensing@scambs.gov.uk.
We welcome any comments you may wish to make and any views should be submitted in writing
either by email or sent to:
The Licensing Manager,
South Cambridgeshire District Council”

7.3

CCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan
Dear Parish Clerk,
As you may be aware, Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council are in the
process of writing a new Joint Minerals and Waste Local Plan. This Plan will seek to ensure an
adequate supply of minerals and waste management facilities over the period to 2036, including
the relevant policies needed by Officers and/or Councillors for determining planning applications
for such development.
Over May and June this year, the councils consulted on a very early Preliminary Draft of the new
Plan, seeking views on the proposed wording of these policies, and also asking landowners,
agents and operators to submit their suggested sites for future mineral and waste management
development. We received a number of such suggested sites.
As a Parish Council, your views on these suggested sites are very important to us. We appreciate
that you will have particular knowledge of your local area, of the surrounding areas, and of how
these sites and their potential after-use, may affect you, should they be allocated in the new Plan.
An interactive map of the suggested sites can be viewed via this link. Please zoom to your area
and click on a site for more information. To view the full details of a site as it was submitted to us,
visit the online consultation portal by clicking here for minerals sites or here for waste sites, and
select 'View Comments' in the top right corner. If you cannot access any link, please contact us
and we will assist in providing the information by other means.
We would be grateful if you could send us any comments you have regarding the sites submitted
in your area, or indeed any other area, by no later than Wednesday 31 October 2018. Please
respond either by email (planningpolicy@peterborough.gov.uk) or in writing to the address below.
We would like to stress that no assessment has been made by the councils of these suggested
sites and the councils have not made any predetermination as to their suitability or otherwise.
The sites have been suggested to us, not by us. Your comments will feed into the process of
considering each suggested site.

When we have considered your comments, along with those received at the Preliminary Draft
stage, we will publish a Further Draft Local Plan for consultation in Spring next year. This Further
Draft will include our preferred options for the Plan, and we will seek your comments again at that
time.
Thank you in advance for your time. Should you require anything further, please do not hesitate
to contact me.
Yours faithfully,

Chris Stanek BSc MSc PIEMA
Strategic Planning Officer
℅ Joint Minerals & Waste Planning Team
Peterborough City Council
Sand Martin House
Bittern Way
Fletton Quays
Peterborough, PE2 8TY

7.4

Recreation Ground Car Park Gate
A query has been received about who has control of the access to the Recreation Ground Car Park.

8.
8.1
8.1.1

Planning
Planning applications received
S/3277/18/NM – Site adjacent to Thatchways, Little Green – Non-material amendment of
planning permission S/2478/16/FL

8.2
8.2.1

SCDC Decision notices - Are available on the Planning Portal.
S/2542/18/DC – 75-77 High Street – Discharge of condition 5 (Materials) of planning permission
S?3284/17/LB – Permission granted.

8.3

Tree works applications
Tree works applications and decisions are now published on the SCDC Planning Portal where the
details may be viewed.

9.

Gamut items

10.

Items for the next agenda and closure of meeting
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Integrates rail and road
The Central Section Route that serves
and sustains existing and approved
new settlements along the Arc with a
multimodal transport system.

A1

about us
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR) is a community-based, voluntary,
Think Tank, led by two distinguished transport infrastructure
Civil Engineers. Their road, rail and metro underground and
overground experience includes projects in the UK and
Far East.

problems

Great Staughton
A1

Existing settlements by population
Approved settlements by population

Our Mission, based on a holistic approach, is to design,
develop and champion the optimal route for the Oxford to
Cambridge Knowledge Arc multi-modal transport corridor’s
Missing Link, the Central Section from Bedford to
Cambridge. We submit it for consideration by all the agencies
concerned at this crucial planning stage; Government has
recognised that the coordination recommended by National
Infrastructure Commission (NIC) has simply not occurred.
Our motivation has been to rectify the failure to date of the
many independent Agencies, working to their respective
briefs, to determine a coordinated, communal, best-fit
transport plan for the Central Section, as recommended by
NIC, that fulfils the declared responsibilities of the CPCA (and
meets the key priorities of “England’s Economic Heartland”).

ST NEOTS
A428

BLACK CAT

currently
no existing
dual carriageway

A6

A421

A1

Current rail proposals do not serve and sustain the
high density of new and existing settlements along
the East West Expressway. The CBRR Route
Proposal is the solution.

SANDY

BEDFORD
A421

KEMPSTON

The CamBed
Central Section

population
to increase
by 2030

Wixams

80%

BIGGLESWADE

A600
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A1

Ashw

Cottenham

1198

A14

Papworth

currently no
existing rail link

Waterbeach

Bar Hill

NIC, now chaired by Sir John Armitt, recommended to
Government (our emphasis):

A10

“The Cambridge-Milton Keynes-Oxford arc must be a
national priority. Its world-class research, innovation and
technology can help the UK prosper in a changing global
economy.”

Milton
Girton
Histon
A14

CAXTON GIBBET

well

background

Northstowe

Madingley

“East West Rail and the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway
provide a once-in-a-generation opportunity ...”

A14
A428

Cambourne

CAMBRIDGE
Cambridge
International Airport

M11

“Government should progress work on East West Rail, the
Expressway and new settlements through a single
co-ordinated delivery programme, with cross-government
ministerial commitment and oversight.”

Bourn
Cherry Hinton

Fulbourn

(Addenbrooke’s)

Trumpington

“... accelerate work on the development of the new East
West Rail line between Bedford and Cambridge, and commit
to open the line by 2030.”
The Autumn Budget 2017 said:

A1198

“Growth in the corridor must also be sustainable

A603

Great Shelford

Sawston

A10

Foxton

Shepreth

East-west road connectivity in the corridor is relatively poor
and east-west rail connectivity almost non-existent.
Develop an Expressway of high-quality east-west roads
between Oxford and Cambridge and establish an
independent East West Rail Company. Central section
Bedford to Cambridge services to begin by the mid-2020s
A505

Whittlesford

Develop the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway along the same
broad corridor as East West Rail – creating a multi-modal
transport spine ...

Meldreth
A11

It will be necessary for authorities to work together much
more closely going forward.”
M11
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A1198

M11
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C Corridor:
current proposal
What C Corridor doesn’t do:

A1198

solutions

Great Staughton
A1

New interchange station with Network Rail

Provide sustainability for 50,000 approved new houses
and the large existing population along the East West
Expressway Route

New EWR station
ST NEOTS

Serve any additional approved developments

A428

Deliver to North Cambridge, Silicon Fen, Felixstowe and
points North and East
NEW STATION

Improve Felixstowe rail freight

What C Corridor

does do:

ST NEOTS SOUTH

A6

New east-west
railway from
Cambridge to
Bedford

New expressway
from Black Cat to
Caxton Gibbet

Duplicates existing satisfactory service to Foxton,
Shepreth, Meldreth and Royston, whilst requiring rail
dualling

A421

A1

Cuts a massive swathe of planning blight through best
landscape and agricultural land, instead of utilising a
narrow multimodal corridor
Further isolates and threatens sustainability of expanding
St Neots and Cambourne
Squanders Main Line Interchange opportunity, by isolating
St Neots and distancing itself from Expressway

Sebastian Kindersley (Cambridgeshire County Councillor):
“Our area is driving the UK economy. The scale of development that
brings means we must get the infrastructure right and for the sake of our
residents and future generations it must be sustainable. Putting both
road and rail along the A428 corridor where so much growth is planned
delivers sustainable infrastructure with a minimum of planning blight. It is
the obvious solution.”
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Wixams
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CBRR:
meeting the challenges

Northstowe
A14

Papworth

Waterbeach

NEW STATION
NORTHSTOWE

Bar Hill

To succeed, the Arc needs to achieve:
Milton

population increase of 1 million (30% of existing)
120,000 already approved along CBRR

Girton

NEW STATION

Histon

CAMBOURNE

A14

New chord

Madingley

A14
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Cambourne

CAMBRIDGE
Cambridge
International Airport

M11

Bourn
Cherry Hinton
Trumpington

A1198

Fulbourn

abundant new housing (approximately 350,000 homes)
55,000 already approved along CBRR
dedicated east-west transport corridor between homes
and hubs
Compatible with Light Railway, Cambridge
Autonomous Metro and Express Trains
a cure for current dysfunctional labour markets,
isolated by inadequate transport
Joined up commuting on CBRR

(Addenbrooke’s)

Multimodal corridor for Expressway and
East West Railway urgently needed to:
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Great Shelford

serve existing and planned communities

CBRR proposal removes
planning blight

make existing and planned communities like expanding
Cambourne sustainable
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Shepreth
Shepre
S
Sh
heprret
eth
th

Foxton

protect best landscape with a multimodal corridor

A505

Whittlesford

Meldreth
A11

M11

A505

A1198

M11

0 km

1

2

3

4

5 km

ROYSTON
0 mi

A505
A

1

2

3

4

5 mi

Manage planning challenge using NIC
recommendations to:
develop integrated strategic plans achieved by all
agencies working together, with ministerial oversight,
through a single coordinated delivery programme, to
create a multimodal transport spine. CBRR provides a
crucial, last chance focus for joined up, inter-agency,
management planning.

technical
considerations
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A1

CBRR has undertaken

a high-level study
of a fully integrated
rail-road proposal,

SECTION 2

which we consider feasible.

Heather Williams
(South Cambridgeshire District Councillor)
“The ‘Varsity line is a unique opportunity to provide much needed
transport links not only for the two leading academic cities but also
for residents of South Cambs. A route along the A428 corridor
would serve the new settlements both existing and those waiting to
be built. It is a sensible solution to the lack of rail provision currently
in that area along with being a potential asset in reducing the
congestion issues in and around Cambridge.”

ST
T NEOTS

The line passes over the east coast mainline on a viaduct.
The proposed new St Neots South station is at the north
end of the old power station site with mainline interchange,
swings east passing below the B1046. It is assumed that
the route will join the new expressway from the ‘Black Cat’
to Caxton Gibbet.

A6

A421

The route passes south of Bedford and A421, dropping
below ground level in a concrete trench to pass under the
mainline railway, entering a new Bedford Wixams station
with mainline interchange. It continues at low level below
A600/A603, finally heading north to cross under the A421.
It then follows the north side of A421 and on to Black Cat.
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SECTION 3
A cutPapworth
to pass
under the A1198 to a new station
w
that serves the existing Cambourne settlement
and both the new West Cambourne and Bourn
Airfield developments to the north of the A428.
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SECTION 4

Bourn

Cambridge
International Airport

M11
To reduce visual impact, the next ‘Fen crossing’
section is lowered into a concrete trench. East of A10
the line curves to the south to the Cambridge-Ely line
southwards to Cambridge North.

(Option: additional northwards chord to Waterbeach
and beyond.)

Trumpington
o

A1198

he ry Hinto
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dd

A603

Great Shelford

SECTION 5
At Cambridge North, passengers can change for Ely, Peterborough and
the Fens or continue to Cambridge Central and Addenbrooke’s; or the
S
Sawston
A10 chord connection to join the line to Newmarket,
train can use the new
Bury, Ipswich and Felixstowe. The Chord improves freight connection to
Felixstowe, relieving the A14 and new Expressway.
Shepreth

Foxton

Whittlesford

A505

Meldreth
A11

A

Aidan Van de Weyer
(Deputy Leader, South Cambridgeshire District Council)
“The vitality of the Cambridge – Milton Keynes – Oxford corridor is crucial to
the future prosperity of the whole country. We need to make bold investments
in infrastructure to support that growth and make it sustainable. The East West
Railway is the most important piece of the jigsaw, so we've got to work
together and get it right by looking at what all the options can bring.”

“Rail and road
should run
where people
want to go.”
21,971

5,166

CBRR

4,239

The solution that meets
the needs that NIC defined.

19,800

6,097

Optimizes travel between homes and hubs.

4,038
10,600
4,681

Bundles road and rail in an intermodal
corridor of best design and logistic value,
minimizing blight.

4,911
17,720

5,779
6,439
31,174

5,698

Integrates trains and people, from East and
West, North and South, throughout the
Central Section and beyond.

8,181
123,927

7,700
12,000

8,031

4,674

Meets needs of train-deprived, existing and
proposed commuter zones.
Adds four new stations at optimal locations
with two North-South connections.

157,479

7,147

10,883

Resolves the growing Cambourne
sustainability challenge.
Preserves best countryside, prime
agricultural land, landscape and rural
recreation.

15,000
662
16,551

15,781

Delivers via North Cambridge Station and
CAM to tech-rich, north Cambridge hubs,
A10 corridor, the Fens, Cambridge Central,
Addenbrooke’s Bio Campus and, via a clever
new chord, freight to Felixstowe.

For more information please email

cbrr@belljohnson.co.uk

Gamlingay Division Councillors Report – South Cambridgeshire District Council &
Cambridgeshire County Council – September 2018
The Gamlingay Division comprises the Parishes of Abington Pigotts, Arrington, Barrington, Croydon,
Gamlingay, Guilden Morden, Litlington, Hatley, Orwell, Shingay-cum-Wendy, Steeple Morden,
Tadlow & Wimpole.
This report is for all Division Parish Councils but please be aware that it will include items that may
have little or no relevance to your particular Parish. Apologies in advance!
Your Councillors are always ready to help. If you have any questions about these - or indeed any
other - matters, please do not hesitate to contact County Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 01767
651982 or skindersley@hotmail.com or write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 3JA
District Councillor Bridget Smith (Gamlingay Ward, SCDC) is on 01767 650510 or
bridget@glockling.com – twitter and District Councillor Aidan van de Weyer (Barrington, Orwell, the
Eversdens & Wimpole SCDC Ward) can be called on 01223 870 869 or email him
aidan@mishmush.com
You can also follow your councillors on Twitter: @Cllrbridget, @SebKindersley @aidanvdew
South Cambs Local Plan
Finally! After an unprecedentedly long time (over 4 years) the South Cambs Local Plan has finally
been passed by the Inspector. This was not the Local Plan that would have been forward had the
Liberal Democrats been in power four years ago but even so they now have to consider at their next
Council meeting what is in the best interests of residents by either approving or rejecting the plan. A
key consideration is that until very recently there was no 5 year housing land supply which together
with no Local Plan has meant a free for all for developers to build houses just about anywhere. In
fact there are now 5000 houses with planning permission that are not in any local plan.
Key housing sites in the two Local Plans (for Cambridge and South Cambs) that have been found
sound by the inspectors are below. Only a proportion of the homes at the larger sites would be built
by 2031:
A new town north of Waterbeach – approximately 8,000-9,000 homes
A new village at Bourn Airfield – approximately 3,500 homes
An expansion to Cambourne to the west – since the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan was
submitted planning permission has been granted for 2,350 homes
Homes on land north of Cherry Hinton and west of Teversham – 1,200 homes
Around 900 homes in the better served South Cambridgeshire villages
Continue to develop Northstowe – around 10,000 homes
Continue to build homes in existing growth sites on the edge of Cambridge (Southern Fringe,
Cambridge East, Darwin Green and Eddington)
Worts Causeway – 430 homes
Extension to Cambridge Biomedical Campus to support the growth of this cluster
Extension to the Peterhouse Technology Park on Fulbourn Road
Other key policies in the plans and findings of the Inspectors include a commitment to an early
review of the Local Plans. This was already a commitment of both Councils as part of signing up to
the City Deal agreement. The review would commence in 2019 with submission for examination in

2022. The Inspectors confirmed that the Councils’ Green Belt evidence is robust and that no
additional sites, beyond the limited sites proposed by the Councils, need to be allocated for
development in the Green Belt. For South Cambridgeshire, the Inspectors confirm that the plan
makes adequate provision for Gypsies and Travellers who have been identified as meeting the
current government planning definition. Further consideration will be given as part of the Local Plan
review on the needs of Gypsies and Travellers who no longer travel.
Library Charges – another fail.
Earlier this year the County Council decided to charge people for using the computers in libraries to
access the internet. It was a part of its plan to make more money out of its library operations. It’s
failed on two counts.
Firstly it hasn’t raised any money. It was forecast to raise £108k. In the papers going to the
Highways & Community Infrastructure Committee next week the income is forecast to be just £4k.
That’s a failure by anybody’s measure.
But it’s also failed by managing to reduce computer usage. It’s down 54%. That’s not a great advert
for a service which exists to provide its customers with information and the means to access it. So a
double failure.
Interestingly usage for less than half an hour (charging only kicks in after 30 minutes) is up 20%. I’m
not sure if that’s good news but it does show that people will act smart if they’re asked to pay for
something which they think should be free. We were against this charging when it was first mooted
earlier this year. We’d be justified in saying ‘we told you so …’ [Thanks to DJ]
Church Street Upgrade
By the time you read this work should be about to start on the redesign of parking in Church St,
Gamlingay. Getting to this point has been tortuous in the extreme and all credit must go to the
parish council for sticking with the plan when many others would have given up in despair. It has
been really difficult to get approval for the work from the County Council whose processes are slow
in the extreme. The money has come from the developers of the Station Rd housing so there is no
cost to the public purse and hopefully it will make Church Street less congested and more attractive.
Verge Parking
Pavement and grass verge parking is becoming a bigger and bigger problem in Gamlingay. Parking
on the pavement is incredibly inconsiderate for people with visual impairment, disabilities or for
parents with prams. In many places where this happens the road is actually perfectly wide enough
to park safely so it is unclear why cars should be on the pavement at all. Grass verges are there to
make our streets and roads more attractive. The dry weather has meant that much grass has been
lost as a result of verge parking and once it gets wet they are going to be further damaged. We even
have people routinely parking on open green public spaces which are meant for everyone’s pleasure
and recreation. Please be considerate.
Potton Road Gamlingay Quarry.
We wrote earlier in the summer about some unauthorised quarrying in Gamlingay along the Potton
Road. County enforcement officers took speedy action and have confirmed that the extraction and

export of sand have ceased, the stockpiles have been completely removed and the material was put
back into the excavated holes such that the land has been completely restored.
More Community Art
Forward Gamlingay is delighted to have secured a large grant to run some more community art
classes in the Eco Hub and these may well have started by the time you read this. As well as
producing more lovely community art like the Church St frieze these classes are all about bringing
people together, to make friends and have fun. If you have a friend, neighbour or relative who does
not get out as much as they would like or who has been ill please do suggest that they give the
classes a go. You do not need any artistic ability at all - it is very much Art for All. Please contact the
Eco Hub for details.
A14 and Northstowe traffic
The disruption from the frequent closures of the A14 are felt far and wide in South Cambs. Proper
diversions are put in place and yet lorries in particular ignore them causing disruption to the villages
they choose to travel through. A number of South Cambs District Councillors have been monitoring
these unplanned traffic movements to ascertain where they originate from (the A14 or Northstowe)
and the villages that are most adversely affected. Cllr Pippa Heylings has been in negotiations with
Highways England to get them to pay for proper traffic monitoring in order to help manage this
unacceptable situation.
Robinson Court
At long last the contractors have left the Robinson Court in site in Gamlingay and the houses are all
either already being lived in or about to be lived in. Residents we have spoken to so far think they
look really lovely and what was a rather dismal and certainly old fashioned block of flats is now a
thoroughly desirable place to live. South Cambs District Council are responsible for this
development. They owned the old Robinson Court flats and after much lobbying from Sebastian and
Bridget over a number of years finally admitted that they were no longer suitable for modern day
living and needed to be redeveloped. The Council managed to find the funds to undertake this work
and with the addition of a few houses for sale on the open market have managed to ensure that
Gamlingay has – again - increased its supply of affordable homes for local people.
Just to remind everyone – Robinson Court is now 14 properties in total. 4 are outright sale market
houses, there are 4 affordable shared ownership houses and 6 affordable rented flats.
Environmentally sustainable council housing
Council homes across South Cambs are now among the most energy-efficient Council properties in
the country. This means they are better for the environment, and easier and cheaper to heat and run
for tenants. This follows a £15-million, four-year programme to make the District Council’s housing
stock as green as possible. This has been funded almost entirely by the authority itself, through the
rent it receives. Improvements carried out since 2014 have combined to give the Council’s 5,700
homes the equivalent of a ‘C’ score on Energy Performance Certificates.
This was achieved by upgrades to homes, including the installation of extra loft insulation, fitting
external solid wall insulation and improving heating systems, especially at homes not supplied with

mains gas. The programme has also seen older windows replaced with triple glazing and older doors
bought up-to-date to prevent draughts.
Additionally, during the past few years, around 2,400 Council properties have benefited from the
installation of solar panels, providing clean, renewable electricity and further reducing energy bills,
particularly during the recent heatwave. Where possible and appropriate, air source heat pumps
have also been installed.
A428 Dualling Plans delayed.
It is very disappointing to learn that the dualling of the A428 has been put back by at least a year.
This work was to start as the A14 upgrade completed in 2020 but is now due to be completed
sometime between 2020 and 2025. The prerferred route announcement is still scheduled for 2018.
The Combined Authority
It seems that every week there is another bit of bad publicity associated with the Mayor, James
Palmer and the Combined Peterborough and Cambridgeshire Combined Authority. We have just
witnessed the recruitment of a County Councillor into a £120,000 pa directors job (he has now stood
down from CCC) and the latest is the surprising departure of the £190,000 Chief Executive. Bridget
is a Board member of the CA and is getting increasingly frustrated by the governance arrangements
and lack of transparency of decision making. Aside from all the money being spent there is – so far –
precious little to show for it.
Cambridge Ahead
Cambridge Ahead is an organisation comprising about 40 of the top Cambridge and South
Cambridgeshire firms. They have commissioned some very interesting work looking at the economic
future of the Greater Cambridge Region. This has shown that growth in this area exceeds any
previous predictions and is at about 7% but also highlighted the risks around not being able to sort
out housing as wages fail to keep up with house prices resulting in recruitment problems for
business which will in turn start to drive business elsewhere – e.g. Singapore. The time frames are
scarily short for the economy to potentially start to see a downturn.
East West Rail
CamBedRailRoad (CBRR) is a community based group (chaired by Sebastian) that is promoting an
alternative route for the ‘missing link’ on the Cambridge to Oxford railway. The section between
Sandy and Cambridge has not yet been planned – and an announcement is expected very shortly.
CBRR consider that the current preferred route corridor (which includes 4 different lines one of which
goes through Gamlingay Heath) is inadequate. We are actively promoting an option running along
the A428 corridor connecting the new developments at Bedford, St Neots, Cambourne and
Northstowe before dropping into the new station at Cambridge North. This would have the
advantage of connecting 3 major North/South rail routes and provide an east/west line that connects
major centres of population – which the preferred route corridor does not. You can view the plans at
http://www.cambedrailroad.org
Drains

We continue to get reports of blocked surface water drains. If there is one near you please do take a
photo of it and send it to us with details of exactly where it is. We are hopeful that they will all be
dealt with in September.
WI Hall
The WI Hall is now demolished. There have been concerns about the treatment of the asbestos
which we know was in the building. As soon as we were made aware that work was underway and
that residents were worried about it we referred it to the Council enforcement team who visited the
site and who will have taken any necessary action. The developer who bought the site is planning to
build two properties on the plot rather than one – given the size of the plot this will hopefully produce
two homes which are rather more affordable.
Council Grants
South Cambs Council, under the new administration, has been reviewing what grants they offer to
communities. Future grants will be focused on helping community groups to meet the council’s
priorities and the Council is anxious to hear from projects which benefit those members of our
communities with the greatest needs.
Loneliness Toolkit
Loneliness is a huge problem for far too many people from all walks of life. Village life should ideally
protect people from suffering from loneliness because we all know our neighbours but the reality is
that it is all too frequent and contributes to poor physical and mental health. The District Council is
putting together a Loneliness Toolkit to help communities come up with ways of tackling this
increasing problem which could affect any of us at any time be we young or old. Bridget has been
sharing the work which the Eco Hub and Forward Gamlingay have been doing through the Connect
Cafe and the Community art project as good examples of how we can bring people together to have
fun, make friends and to contribute to other people’s wellbeing. If you have any good ideas please
get in touch!
The Cinques
Speeding traffic in the Cinques continues to be a huge worry and one cannot but think it is just a
matter of time before further tragedies result from the rat running during commuter hours and the
huge amount HGV traffic. It is not a problem with an easy solution because even reducing the
speed limit is no guarantee that traffic will slow. We continue to raise the issue and are grateful for
any correspondence to add evidence to support our case.
Police Matters
Bridget met with the Chief Superintendent recently and brought up her concerns about the lack of
sharing of information across the County boundary between Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire
(again). A new information sharing system called Athena became active last month which shares
intelligence across all local Councils and which will mean that when you call the police and get a
Bedfordshire Police response that the Cambridgeshire Police know about it and can follow it up. The
Superintendent also talked about the reorganisation of the warranted officers into 2 teams which
allows one team to focus exclusively on an area with specific problems while the other team
manages the general cover for the District.

It was good to learn that our police call handling is the best in the country. Despite poor press
performance in relation to solving serious crimes compares favourably with other similar authorities.
Not surprisingly, when budgets are squeezed the police have to make choices about their priorities
and quite rightly things like domestic violence and child abuse are right at the top of the list.
Becoming an Employer of Choice for people with disabilities.
A motion was passed by all elected members at South Cambs to look at ways in which the Council
can become an employer of choice for people with disabilities be they physical, mental, sensory or
anything else. The employment figures for people with disabilities is truly shocking and we feel that
there is an untapped market of people who want to be economically active and who have a great
deal to offer. Only 25% of people with a learning difficulty, speech impairment or mental health
condition are employed. If you are an employer who would like help in attracting disabled
employees please contact us.
Single Use Plastics
South Cambs also supported a motion to look at ways in which the Council can reduce its own use
of single use plastics and encourage residents to do likewise. It is extremely difficult to avoid single
use packaging and it must be up to Government to legislate to get the supermarkets to move from
their over-reliance on plastic. Iceland and Morrisons have made a start so hopefully others will
follow but we can all do our own little bit. As a start you can avoid buying anything that is in black
plastic which cannot even be recycled and WILL end up in landfill.
Park and Rides
For those of living at a distance from Cambridge and wanting to visit for work or pleasure, there is
little other choice than drive as the public bus service if any is rare, slow and expensive. The only
way to transfer onto public transport is by using the Park & Rides which are largely at capacity. After
a lot of debate over the past 3 months the Mayor, James Palmer, has finally agreed to allow the
Greater Cambridge Partnership (administrators of the City Deal money) to get on with building some
more Park & Ride sites in order to combat the ever increasing congestion in the City. The slightly
bizarre thing is that these P & Rs are going to have to be ‘temporary’ which could well mean they are
not a solid surface and have no loos or waiting rooms. There will be a full consultation process.
Experiencing a Rough Time?
Not many of us get through life without experiencing mental health problems be they mild or serious.
If you are concerned for yourself, a family member or friend please take a look at the Keep your
Head website which brings together reliable information on mental health and wellbeing for children,
young people and adults across Cambridgeshire & Peterborough www.keep-your-head.com
Got a problem? Issue? Something you’d like to discuss?
Your Councillors are here to help you. Please do feel free to contact us with comments, questions,
problems or complaints. We hope we can help but if we can’t we are likely to know someone who
can! *****************************

GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Sep-18
£
121,438.45

Summary of Month
Balance brought forward
Adjustments/Corrections
Expenditure approved at last/between meetings
RIDGEONS
TOPSOIL
R NEWMAN
GATE POST
NEST
PENSION
Receipts
PLOT W16
CAMBS & COUNTY

-262.73
-47.46
-90.38

TRANSFER
INTEREST

25.00
986.62

Total Adjustments
Balance revised after adjustments

611.05
122049.50

Bank Reconciliation
Account
Barclays Community Account
Barclays Business Premium Account
Cambridge & Counties Account
Total

Funds Statement Outstanding
31,591.53
38,577.62
-6,986.09
16,948.11
16,948.11
73,509.86
73,509.86
122,049.50 129,035.59
-6,986.09

Expenditure for approval at meeting
BUCHANS
RIDGEONS
JOHN BAKER MOWER SERVICE
ALGAR SIGNCRAFT
ALGAR SIGNCRAFT
VILLAGE HALL
LGS SERVICES
LGS SERVICES

HMRC
NEST

GRASSCUTTING
TOPSOIL
MOWER SERVICE
KITE SIGN
NO DOG FOULING SIGN
ROOM HIRE
ADMIN SUPPORT
ADMIN SUPPORT
SALARY
SALARY
SALARY
PAYE
PENSION

Total
Balance C/F
Gail Stoehr
Responsible Financial Officer
Notes:
Late invoices will be brought to the meeting

£
1412.82
350.30
141.96
67.80
89.88
128.00
861.68
805.25
123.95
123.95
250.42
97.00
90.38
4543.39
117,506.11
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PKF Littlejohn LLP

Mrs G Stoehr
Guilden Morden Parish Council
30 West Drive
Highfields
Caldecote
Cambridge
Cambridgeshire
CB23 7NY

Our ref CA0113
Your ref SB03814
Email

sba@pkf-littlejohn.com

08 September 2018

Dear Mrs Stoehr
Guilden Morden Parish Council
Completion of the limited assurance review for the year ended 31 March 2018
We have completed our review of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for Guilden
Morden Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2018. Please find the external auditor report and
certificate (Section 3 of the AGAR Part 3) included for your attention as another attachment to the email
containing this letter along with a copy of Sections 1 and 2, on which our report is based.
The external auditor report and certificate detail any matters arising from the review. The smaller authority
must consider these matters and decide what, if any, action is required.
Action you are required to take at the conclusion of the review
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) set out what you must do at the conclusion of the
review. In summary, you are required to:
 Prepare a “Notice of conclusion of audit” which details the rights of inspection, in line with the statutory
requirements. We attach a pro forma notice you may use for this purpose.
 Publish the “Notice” along with the certified AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) before 30 September, which must
include publication on the smaller authority’s website.
 Keep copies of the AGAR available for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable sum.
 Ensure that Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the published AGAR remain available for public access for a period
of not less than 5 years from the date of publication.

Fee
We enclose our fee note for the review, which is in accordance with the fee scales set by Smaller Authorities'
Audit Appointments Ltd. Please arrange for this to be paid at the earliest opportunity.
Please return the remittance advice with your payment, which should be sent to: PKF Littlejohn LLP,
Ref: Credit control (SBA), 2nd Floor, 1 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, London, E14 4HD. Please
include the reference CA0113 or Guilden Morden Parish Council as a reference when paying by BACS.
Timetable for 2018/19
Next year we plan to set a submission deadline for the return of the completed AGAR Part 3 and associated
documents (or Certificate of Exemption) in the usual way and this is expected to be no earlier than Monday
10 June 2019, i.e. 10 weeks after the year end.
It is anticipated that the instructions will be sent out during March 2019 in line with current practice, subject
to arrangements for the 2018/19 AGARs and Certificates of Exemption being finalised by SAAA. Our
instructions will cover any changes about which smaller authorities need to be aware.
In line with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015:




The smaller authority must inform the electorate of a single period of 30 working days during which
public rights may be exercised. This information must be published at least the day before the
inspection period commences;
The inspection period must include the first 10 working days of July 2019, i.e. 1 to 12 July inclusive. In
practice this means that public rights may be exercised:
o at the earliest, between Monday 3 June and Friday 12 July 2019; and
o at the latest, between Monday 1 July and Friday 9 August 2019.

If there are any changes to the above arising from updates to the statutory requirements, you will be notified
in good time.
In order to assist you in this process, we plan to include a pro forma template notice with a suggested
inspection period on our website, as in previous years. On submitting your AGAR and associated
documentation, as was the case for this year, we will need you to either confirm that the suggested dates
have been adopted or inform us of the alternative dates selected.
Yours sincerely

PKF Littlejohn LLP

Guilden Morden Parish Council
Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2018
Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

Notes

1.

The audit of accounts for Guilden Morden Parish Council for the year
ended 31 March 2018 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Guilden Morden
Parish Council on application to:

(a) ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
(b) ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
3.

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £____ (c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d)

___________________________

Date of announcement: (e)

___________________________

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice

PKF Littlejohn LLP

Mrs G Stoehr
Guilden Morden Parish Council
30 West Drive
Highfields
Caldecote
Cambridge
Cambridgeshire
CB23 7NY

Our ref
Your ref
Invoice no:

CA0113
SB03814
SB201801297

VAT no:

GB 440 4982 50

Email

sba@pkf-littlejohn.com

08 September 2018

INVOICE
Professional services rendered in connection with the following:
Limited assurance review of Annual Governance & Accountability Return for year
ended 31 March 2018

£200.00

Additional charges (where applicable) as detailed on attached appendix A

£0.00

Additional fees (where applicable) as detailed on attached appendix B

£0.00

TOTAL NET

£200.00

VAT @ 20%

£40.00

TOTAL PAYABLE

£240.00

PAYMENT IS DUE ON RECEIPT OF INVOICE
For payments by cheque, please return the remittance advice with your payment to:
PKF Littlejohn LLP, Credit Control (SBA), 2 nd Floor, 1 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf,
London E14 4HD
For payments by credit transfer, our bank details are:HSBC Bank plc Sort Code: 40-02-31
Account number: 11070797
Account Name: PKF Littlejohn LLP
Please include CA0113 or Guilden Morden Parish Council as the reference.
For account queries, contact creditcontrol@pkf-littlejohn.com.
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REMITTANCE ADVICE
Professional services rendered in connection with the following:
Limited assurance review of Annual Governance & Accountability Return for year
ended 31 March 2018

£200.00

Additional charges (where applicable) as detailed on attached appendix A

£0.00

Additional fees (where applicable) as detailed on attached appendix B

£0.00

TOTAL NET

£200.00

VAT @ 20%

£40.00

TOTAL PAYABLE

£240.00

PAYMENT IS DUE ON RECEIPT OF INVOICE
For payments by cheque, please return the remittance advice with your payment to:
PKF Littlejohn LLP, Credit Control (SBA), 2 nd Floor, 1 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf,
London E14 4HD
For payments by credit transfer, our bank details are:HSBC Bank plc Sort Code: 40-02-31
Account number: 11070797
Account Name: PKF Littlejohn LLP
Please include CA0113 or Guilden Morden Parish Council as the reference.
For account queries, contact creditcontrol@pkf-littlejohn.com.

