GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF MEETING
The Meeting of the Parish Council will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 19 November 2018 at 7.30pm
The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon business to
be transacted as set out below
Signed, Ben Stoehr, Acting Clerk
12/11/2018
AGENDA
Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County & District Cllrs
1.
To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest
1.1
To receive written apologies and reasons for absence
1.2
To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
1.3
To receive written requests for dispensations (if any) and to grant any requests as appropriate
2.
To approve the minutes of the September and October meetings
3.
Co-option to fill vacancy following election – to consider applications received if any
4.
Matters arising from last or previous meetings carried forward for discussion/decision
4.1
(4.1) Parking in Fox Hill Road – to consider response from SCDC
4.2
(4.4) Tree survey – to consider quotations
4.3
(4.6) Cambridge to Bedford Railway – update and report on public meeting (NB)
4.4
(5.4) Use of photographs at public events and on website
4.5
(8) Report on meeting with SCDC Planning Officers
4.6
Proposed Community Orchard – update
4.7
Tree outside 24 Bells Meadow
5.
Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
5.1
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
5.2
Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports
5.3
To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
6.
Members, Working Groups items for discussion and decision
6.1
Parish Council appointed Trustees for Townlands Charity – to appoint two new Trustees (BH)
7.
To consider correspondence/communications received
7.1
Gamut editor – request that the Parish Council funds the newsletter
7.2
Resident – Request for permission for Family Fun Day on the Recreation Ground on 30 July
7.3
MAGPAS – request for financial support
8.
To consider planning and tree works applications and decision notices received since the last meeting
8.1
Planning applications received (KL)
8.1.1 S/3750/18/FL – Land adj 39 New Road – Erection of barn style Gospel meeting hall, parking and
access
8.1.2 S/3577/18/DC – Land adj to Thatchways, Little Green – Discharge of Conditions 4 (Boundary
treatment), 5 (Hard and soft landscaping) and 7 (Arboricultural impact assessment) of planning consent
S/2478/16/FL for erection of single detached dwelling and siting of a Klargester Bio Disc Drainage
System, following demolition and removal of kennels/cattery buildings and associated structures
8.2
SCDC Decisions and appeal notifications
8.3
Tree works applications
9.

Gamut Items

10.

Items for the next agenda and closure of meeting

Clerk: Mrs LG Stoehr, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge CB23 7NY
Telephone: 01954 210241 Email: guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk

Gamlingay Division Councillors Report – South Cambridgeshire District Council &
Cambridgeshire County Council – November 2018
The Gamlingay Division comprises the Parishes of Abington Pigotts, Arrington, Barrington, Croydon,
Gamlingay, Guilden Morden, Litlington, Hatley, Orwell, Shingay-cum-Wendy, Steeple Morden,
Tadlow & Wimpole.
This report is for all Division Parish Councils but please be aware that it will include items that may
have little or no relevance to your particular Parish. Apologies in advance!
Your Councillors are always ready to help. If you have any questions about these - or indeed any
other - matters, please do not hesitate to contact County Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 01767
651982 or skindersley@hotmail.com or write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 3JA
District Councillor Bridget Smith (Gamlingay Ward, SCDC) is on 01767 650510 or
bridget@glockling.com – twitter and District Councillor Aidan van de Weyer (Barrington, Orwell, the
Eversdens & Wimpole SCDC Ward) can be called on 01223 870 869 or email him
aidan@mishmush.com You can also follow your councillors on Twitter: @Cllrbridget,
@SebKindersley @aidanvdew
A Cambridgeshire Headteacher speaks:
“The £400 million announced by the Chancellor barely scratches the surface of what is needed to
make up for the erosion of school funding over the last few years.
His comment that the money will help schools „to buy the little extras they need‟ shows a complete
misunderstanding of the prevailing funding pressures. Many schools do not have enough money to
provide a full curriculum or individual support for pupils, let alone „little extras.‟ What they
desperately need is improved core funding.
The increasing demand for adequate provision for the growing proportion of children with special
needs is particularly challenging. School funding in real terms has gone down by nearly 8% since
2014. „Real terms‟ means what the money can buy. The gross figure has increased but there are
more children going through the education system. The reduction in real terms money is confirmed
by the Institute for Fiscal Studies.
The proportion of children needing some kind of special help is increasing due to improved medical
care, societal and domestic pressures caused by instability in housing and poverty, greater stress in
terms of academic expectations in the system at far too early a stage.
There are welcome if small increases in teachers‟ pay this year – but this scratches the surface and
isn‟t enough to stop the exodus of teachers from the classroom. Schools are having to pay higher
pension contributions and NI, and an apprenticeship levy as well as higher salaries.
The teachers‟ pay rise is not fully funded – schools have to find the first 1% out of their existing
budget – and there are different pay rises for different grades of teacher, with teachers on the upper
pay scale and leadership scale being awarded below-inflation pay rises. This makes them feel
unvalued and will do nothing to halt the recruitment and retention crisis in senior leadership
positions. Particularly badly hit is post-16 where the funding per student has not increased for some
years and consequently, the curricular range is being narrowed .” (Thanks SVDV/DJ)

Robinson Court
Finally! It has taken Bridget and Sebastian a good 10 years to get Robinson Court redeveloped into
first class 21st Century homes suitable for Gamlingay people. The original flats were built in the early
70s and had long since ceased to be desirable or suitable and difficult to rent out due to their
layouts. The first residents have now moved into the new affordable homes taking the number of
new Council homes built or under construction across South Cambridgeshire to 100 since 2015.
The redevelopment of the District Council‟s Robinson Court site in Gamlingay saw 32 old bedsits
make way for 14 new homes – ten of which are affordable. The new homes, built by contractor
Taylor French Developments, were recently completed and Council tenants with local connections to
Gamlingay have now moved in.
They help address the shortage of affordable housing in Gamlingay with several one and twobedroom flats for affordable rent, and some one and two-bedroom houses for shared ownership. The
remaining four homes were made available for sale on the open market, which enables the provision
of affordable housing on the bulk of the site. The new, energy-efficient homes have solar panels on
top, giving tenants access to free daytime electricity.
Potholes (yes, already)
The Government announced it will allocate £420m to local authorities in 2018/19 to tackle potholes,
repair damaged roads, and invest in keeping bridges open and safe. At this stage, there is
considerable uncertainty as to the basis of the allocation and the proportion which will be allocated to
county councils, but we do expect it to be allocated for this year.
St Mary’s Church
There cannot be a single Gamlingay resident who wasn‟t shocked by the theft of the roof lead from
St Mary‟s. It is sadly likely that some local people do know who was responsible. Please ask yourself
if you think desecrating a church is acceptable – and if you have any information please think
whether you should share it – even anonymously with Crimestoppers. Needless to say we will do
what we can to help get the Church back on its feet and we know many many Gamlingay residents
are prepared to do the same.
Cambridgeshire County Council goes commercial
The County Council has just reported the acquisition of a student accommodation block, Brunswick
House, in Cambridge. It confesses to spending £38 million and says that it will earn £1.9m a year for
vital frontline services. The deal has been reported as a „record‟ deal with a yield of 4.76%. 4.76% of
£38 million is close enough to £1.9 million so we can take that for the basis of the Council‟s press
release.
But. The Council borrows money to fund such purchases. It can do so cheaply from the Public
Works Loan Board (PWLB) because it‟s a local government entity. The rates for new loans run from
1.7 to 2.3% depending on the period of the loan. Paying for the loan reduces the yield to somewhere
between 2.5 and 3%. Still good but not so good.
The other consideration is occupancy. The declared yield is at 100% occupancy. There are 251 beds
in total so if some are not let, not likely this year but what about future years, then the margin gets

reduced. And it‟s likely to be doubly so if rentals soften to keep occupancy up. With such a small
yield it‟s easy enough to imagine a scenario in which they go negative because debt service is such
a high fixed cost.
Investing in commercial property is something for the experts who understand and can mitigate the
risks involved. Is it right for a local council? (Thanks DJ)
Mirrors on Difficult Bits of Road
We are frequently asked about the mirrors many residents put up to help make exiting their property
safer, most recently on the bend at The Cinques. The rule is that Highways will not give permission
on Highway land (generally the verge) but on private land anything goes!
Overgrown hedges
Over grown hedges cause a number of problems for drivers and pedestrians and it is the
responsibility of property owners to ensure that their own hedges are trimmed so as not to cause
danger or annoyance. This includes inhibiting drivers‟ views of oncoming traffic,and pushing
pedestrians on to the road when the footpath is blocked. The district council does support a handy
person scheme (see below) which you can access if you need help maintaining your own hedges.
There is a charge but all the handy people are insured and properly trained.
Ely Southern Bypass
By the time you read this the Ely Southern Bypass should be open. Hopefully it will be quite
something to see with a new walkway which will feature on the bridge over the River Great Ouse
providing a walking route for residents and visitors to Ely. The new road will connect the A142 at
Angel Drove to Stuntney Causeway and has been a much wanted scheme for 20+ years.
The scheme includes a 1.7km long single carriageway road including a viaduct crossing the Great
Ouse and bridges over two railway lines. The road will solve long-standing problems and reduce
journey times for drivers. The area around Ely station is heavily congested with lorries and other
larger vehicles not being able to use the low underpass, once the bypass has opened, work on the
existing underpass at the low bridge will begin, to improve access for pedestrians and cyclists.
Arrington A1198
Following our meeting with landowners and other interested parties about the flooding issue on
Ermine Way last winter a jetting tanker attended in June and cleaned and tested all the gullies and
carrier pipes between Wraggs Farm and Church Lane. The system was left working and no issues
were encountered. Highways have also spoken to the Flood and Water Team and they advise that
they are working with the solar farm to survey the water flow from the site to identify anything that
could be done to reduce the volume or rate of flow towards the road. This is at an early stage so far
and nothing has been set up on site yet.
The other big issue in Arrington is resurfacing works on the A1198 at Hillside. This work was initially
ordered several months ago but have been a bit stop start as HIghways were trying to it completed
at the same time as resurfacing works being organised by the Projects Team on the A1198 at
Longstowe. This has not proven possible so it is now proposed to carry out these works overnight
on the 8th of November under a road closure.

Inconsiderate parking
Parking on pavements and open green spaces is antisocial and not acceptable. We write about it
just about every month and yet the problem is getting worse in Gamlingay and the danger to people,
especially the visually impaired, disabled and children is causing great worry. Parking on open
green spaces and on play areas seems to be becoming acceptable in many peoples‟ eyes but these
areas are left green to enhance the setting of houses and to create safe play areas for children.
Parking on them is never acceptable and should be reported to the landowner - which in some cases
is one of the councils. Enforcement action may well be taken as a result.
Fostering
Could you be a faster family? Cambridgeshire County Council is aiming to manage the increase of
children needing our care by vastly increasing the number of in house foster carers available. Our
current cohort of around 135 fostering families already represents the biggest „team‟ in the county
and offers stability and a hopeful childhood for those in their care – but we simply don‟t have enough
of these brilliant people available. Team Cambridgeshire‟s carers receive comprehensive local
training, 24 hour support and generous allowances. Carers can also earn additional payments and
gain professional qualifications as they develop their skills and experience.
You can join the team too! To be a foster carer you need to be over 21 and foster carers can be
single, married, in a civil partnership or living with a partner. We welcome applications from people of
all ethnic backgrounds and from people who have their own children, as well as those who haven‟t
raised children of their own. You don‟t need to be a homeowner to foster. We are also calling on
local businesses and organisations to join others who are already supporting Team Cambridgeshire
by sharing the fostering message with their employees.
Further information is available online at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering, email
fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0800 052 0078 for an informal chat.
Swifts
When Poppyfields was built all the homeowners were offered a swift box on their new house. We
are pleased to learn that some residents enthusiastically took up this offer and are actively promoting
the further uptake of swift boxes and nesting bricks elsewhere. Swifts are, in fact, the cleanest and
tidiest of garden birds but are suffering a decline due to the loss of nesting places especially as a
result of the unsuitability of new build homes. If we do not do something about this then they will
cease to bring us such pleasure in the spring when they arrive from Africa. If you would like to
consider having a swift box help is at hand by contacting mail@swift-conservation.org.uk
Grass Cutting & Parish Councils
Thank you to Gamlingay Parish Council for acting „swiftly‟ to have the long grass cut in Gray‟s Rd.
You will be aware that grass verges are not being cut as often as in past years but we are fortunate
that the parish council does all it can to help. This is going to be much more the case for all Parish
Councils as tasks like gulley clearing, weed killing, sign cleaning, street sweeping etc simply will not
get done or done as often in the future by County/District.
Universal Credit.

Universal Credit was rolled out for new applicants in South Cambs last month. Help is available on
the South Cambs website and in the latest South Cambs magazine. A number of officers have also
been specially trained to deal with any problems and you can make an appointment to see one of
them at Cambourne. If you experience any difficulties and are not able to access the help you need
please do contact us as soon as you are able.
Loneliness
Loneliness impacts on people‟s physical and mental health. South Cambs has put together a toolkit
which you can find on their website with ideas of how you can help your community to tackle
loneliness.https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community/a-toolkit-for-tackling-social-isolation-andloneliness/ If you have a good idea and need a bit of money to get it off the ground give the council
a ring and they will advise you about how to make your idea a reality.
Home Improvements for older people
If you own your own home and are struggling with minor repairs there is help available from CHIA Cambridgeshire Homes Improvement Agency. South Cambs supports this initiative and they will
help you to stay safely in your own home. https://www.cambshia.org or phone 01954 713330
Self Build
South Cambs is a vanguard authority for home self-build. It means that they hold a data base of
people wanting to build their own home and they do their best to match you to a suitable piece of
land. They also offer lots of advice and support for people wanting to self build including training
days. Keep an eye on the website for news and updates.
West Road Housing
We have now met with the new owners of the West Road site and heard about their planning
application. They are leafleting neighbours and trying to get views from those affected. A bit late, one
might argue, given that the application is already in – but as they explained the original permission
expires very shortly so they needed to move fast or watch £2.5 million slip down the drain.
Policing
The Police have recently been holding afternoon surgeries. At the Gamlingay event there were at
least three discussions in which residents were talking about crimes that the Police had no record of.
These crimes had not been reported but had been discussed over social media. Can we please urge
you to report any and every crime that occurs in your village as this needs to be recorded so the
Police can investigate and it builds a much clearer picture of the „problem areas‟.
Got a problem? Issue? Something you’d like to discuss?
Your Councillors are here to help you. Please do feel free to contact us with comments, questions,
problems or complaints. We hope we can help but if we can‟t we are likely to know someone who
can! *****************************

GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk Report to the Parish Council meeting on 19 November 2018
1.

Apologies – will be reported to the meeting.

2.

To approve the minutes of the last meetings on 17 September and 16 October - attached

3.

Co-option to fill vacancy following election – to consider any applications received
None at the time of writing.

4.
4.1

Matters Arising
(4.1) Parking in Fox Hill Road – to consider response from SCDC
Letters were sent to the landlords as agreed at the last meeting. The following response has been
received from SCDC:
“We have taken a look at the area in question and the properties that could be potentially involved
in causing the issues.
The ownership of the land in that area belongs to the County Council; as such we would not be
able to do work ourselves to physically prevent the parking issues occurring. This would be down
to the County Council to remedy if they felt the issues warranted such works.
There is a mixture of tenures in that area, both private and Council tenants, and whilst we will
contact our tenants to request they do not park on the grassed area, it would be the County Council
responsibility as landowners, to contact the private owners.
I have attached a plan showing the ownership situation as it currently is, and the deed ownership
for the land in question.”
A response is awaited from CCC about the costs of installing bollards.

4.2

(4.4) Tree survey – to consider quotations
Quotations received will be brought to the meeting.

4.3

(4.6) Cambridge to Bedford Railway – update and report on public meeting
Cllr Buckland to report.

4.5

(5.4) Use of photographs at public events and on website
Deferred at the last meeting.

4.6

(8) Report on meeting with SCDC Planning Officers

4.7

Proposed Community Orchard – update
A meeting regarding the proposed Community Orchard was held on 23 October.
Cllr Harper to Report.
Attached

4.8

Tree outside 24 Bells Meadow
The Insurance company are satisfied with the recent tree survey. They have recommended that the
Parish Council should direct the resident to their insurance company if they believe the tree is
causing damage to their property.
Other to note:
(4.7) A response is still awaited from Vodafone regarding whether the repeaters are still required.

5.
5.1

Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills – attached.

5.2

Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports

5.3

To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers

The Clerk together with the Chairman used delegated powers to accept the quotation from
Playground Supplies for the play area works, following receipt of a satisfactory reference.
6.
6.1

Members’ items
Parish Council appointed Trustees for Townlands Charity – to appoint two new Trustees
One trustee is re locating to the Netherlands, and another trustee has regretfully resigned. The
Council to consider the appointment of two new Trustees.

7.
7.1

To consider correspondence/communications received
Gamut Editor
The Editor has written:
“Yesterday, 23rd October, I had news that next year's proposed sponsorship for the printing of the
gamut newsletter would not be forthcoming. This is due to our previous sponsor, Capers Catering,
going in to liquidation.
Following Sally Birrell's recent announcement in the last issue of gamut that Capers' interests
were being bought by Portfolio Events Catering in Kettering, she assured me that her sponsorship
of gamut would continue. Having heard nothing for a while, I tentatively sent Mat Norris from
Portfolio an invoice for £800 yesterday. His subsequent phone call informed me of Capers'
liquidation, the lack of an agreement with Sally Birrell and thus the absence of any future funding.
I have edited gamut for over 15 years and believe it provides a vital information service to the
residents of Guilden Morden. I have also tried to secure local funding but this has failed. When I
started editing gamut we received sponsored from Johnson Matthey as part of their local village
support scheme. However, having had their funding for over ten years, they quite reasonably
decided that we'd had our fair share. That was the point at which the agreement with Capers
Catering started, and it lasted five years.
The Steeple Morden newsletter is funded through their Parish Council, and I am requesting that
Guilden Morden Parish Council now adopts a similar position with gamut.
I have printed a request for funding/sponsorship in the last few issues of gamut and received zero
interest, except for a cheque of £50 dropped through my letter box by a village well-wisher.
Annual printing costs using Hales printers in Royston are £800 and we currently have a £20
deficit in our account. I have personally funded printing costs this year to the sum of £300 to keep
the newsletter going, but obviously this cannot continue. I will fund the November issue, zero the
account with Hales and then await your response to my request for Parish Council funding.”

7.2

Resident – Request for permission for Family Fun Day on the Recreation Ground on 30 July
“The family of the late Paul Webb would like to organise a second Family Fun Day, to follow the
first successful event held on the Recreation Ground on July 30th 2016.
We are trying to arrange the date and permissions early as family will time their travel from
Canada around this event.
Ideally we would like SATURDAY JULY 20th 2019, but I am aware from reading GAMUT that
a) there may be extra football teams using the recreation ground - but we believe the season will
be finished. b) We avoided a Sunday, so as not to clash with a CHERUBS cricket fixture; and c) I
note that in the same weekend 2018 there was a cricket-for-all event, and I don’t know if that
would be planned to become an annual event.
I have e-mailed Graham Dellar to see if he knows of any fixtures for that date, but I have not had a
response. I notice from the Council website that Nick Buckland is also responsible for the
Recreation Ground, but no email address is given for him, so I have been unable to ask him.

I attach the Risk Assessment Form.
Please let me know if you consider there is other information needed. Otherwise I may be able to
attend the meeting in November and receive feedback directly on the event.”
Risk assessment form attached.

7.3

MAGPAS – request for financial support
Attached.
Other to note:
Draft minutes of Allotment Holders’ Meeting on 19 September attached.

8.
8.1
8.1.1
8.1.2

8.2
8.2.1
8.2.2

8.2.3
8.2.4
8.2.5
8.2.6

Planning
Planning applications received
S/3750/18/FL – Land adj 39 New Road – Erection of barn style Gospel meeting hall, parking and
access
S/3577/18/DC – Land adj to Thatchways, Little Green – Discharge of Conditions 4 (Boundary
treatment), 5 (Hard and soft landscaping) and 7 (Arboricultural impact assessment) of planning
consent S/2478/16/FL for erection of single detached dwelling and siting of a Klargester Bio Disc
Drainage System, following demolition and removal of kennels/cattery buildings and associated
structures
SCDC Decision notices - Are available on the Planning Portal.
S/2887/18/PA – Barns, Cold Harbour Farm, Ashwell Road – Prior approval for change of use of
agricultural building to dwelling house – “Deemed consent”.
S/2740/18/DC – Unit 11, Wyndmere Park, Ashwell Road, Steeple Morden – Discharge of
Conditions 12 (Noise assessment) and 13 (Service management plan) of planning permission
S/2629/16/FL – Permission granted.
S/3121/18/FL – 25 Church Street – Retrospective single storey rear extension – Permission
granted.
S/3397/18/FL – The Swallows, 25A Pound Green – Removal of old boiler, flue and oil tank and
installation of air source heat pump – Permission granted.
S/3398/18/LB – The Swallows, 25A Pound Green – as above, listed building consent –
Permission granted.
S/3573/18/DC – Morden House, Trap Road – Discharge of Condition 3 (Materials) of planning
application S/0925/17/FL

8.3

Tree works applications
Tree works applications and decisions are now published on the SCDC Planning Portal where the
details may be viewed.

9.

Gamut items

10.

Items for the next agenda and closure of meeting
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GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall
on Monday 17 September 2018 at 7.30 pm.

Present:

Cllrs: B Holme (Chairman), G Harper, N Buckland, R Newman, K Lock and J
Davis-Roach.

In attendance: 3 members of the public, District Cllr Heather Williams, and Mrs A Griffiths
(Minutes Secretary, LGS Services).
Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County and
District Councillors
The Parish Council extended its best wishes to the Clerk for a speedy recovery.
A resident outlined amendments made to his previously discussed planning application,
involving the hedge line, a grasscrete surface and access which was now set back. The Parish
Council will consider the application when received.
County Cllr Kindersley’s previously circulated report was taken as read.
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

1.1

To receive written apologies and reasons for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mitchell (unwell) and Dellar (out of parish).

1.2

To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
None.

1.3

To receive written requests for dispensation for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)
and to grant any requests as appropriate
None.

2.

To approve the minutes of the July and August meetings
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 16 July be approved and signed by the
Chairman after amending the first sentence to read “All members were issued with a
guildenmorden.gov.uk email address at no additional cost, to commence use from
September 2018,” and in line 3 change “main” to “temporary.” (Prop GH, 2nd KL, unanimous)
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 20 August be approved and signed by
the Chairman. (Prop GH, 2nd KL, unanimous)

3.

Co-option to fill vacancy following election – to consider applications received if
any
RESOLVED to advertise the vacancy in Gamut again.

4.
4.1

Matters arising
(4.0.2) Parking in Fox Hill Road – to consider CCC’s response
Cllr Lock reported on a discussion with the Highways Officer who had indicated that
there was insufficient CCC budget to install them.
RESOLVED to ask CCC about the costs of installing the bollards and to consider the
Parish Council paying for them itself.
Concerns were also expressed that a gate had been installed in the fence.
RESOLVED to write to the landlords again as there had been no improvement in the
situation despite letters going to the residents. The affected area is between Fox
Corner and Cannons Close.
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(4.0.3) The Three Tuns – update and consideration how to respond to any future
request from Guilden Morden Community Pub or a parishioner for grant aid or
investment in respect of the refurbishment of the pub
Cllr Lock provided an update. Funds pledged by investors have enabled the Guilden
Morden Community Pub to proceed with the purchase of the pub and the matter is
now being taken forward by the solicitors. An article will be placed in Gamut.
The Clerk’s advice was noted with regard to a parishioner’s suggestion that Parish
Council reserves be used as a contribution towards the purchase; it is unclear if the
Parish Council has the power to invest in the Guilden Morden Community Pub; and
whilst parish councils have the power to provide facilities for recreation, they do not
have the power to run a pub. Furthermore, the Parish Council’s policy on general
reserves is that it must be a minimum of 1-1.5 x annual budget and the Council’s
general reserve figure is close to that.
RESOLVED to write to the Guilden Morden Community Pub reiterating the above
comments and if the group requires financial assistance it should be raised at the
Annual Parish Meeting.
Dispensation request forms were given to Cllrs Lock and Buckland.

4.3

(4.6) Football pitch update and permission for Morden Magpies to position goals near
new pitch.
Cllr Buckland reported that following the pitch meeting, the issues regarding the pitch
had now been satisfactorily resolved, and the holes are to be filled in. RESOLVED,
given that the new goals will have movable posts, that the Parish Council grants
Morden Magpies permission for the goals to be positioned near their new pitch, and
that the Parish Council will monitor the situation.

4.4

(5.2) To consider the tree survey
RESOLVED to obtain quotations for the high, medium and low priority tree works, to
be considered by the Parish Council at its November meeting. It was noted that a tree
which had previously been the subject of a complaint was in good condition.
District Cllr Williams arrived during this item.

4.5

(5.2) To consider quotations for play area repairs
RESOLVED having considered three quotations, that the Parish Council accept the
quote from Playground Supplies, subject to suitable references from another local
parish. (Prop BH, 2nd NB, unanimous)

4.6

(7.0.2) Cambridge to Bedford Railway – to note East-West Transport Corridor
proposals (Central Section) and consider holding a public meeting
RESOLVED to hold a public meeting and to confirm the booking of the Village Hall
on Thursday 27 September 2018 at 8.00 pm. (Prop BH, 2nd NB, unanimous)
RESOLVED that Cllr Buckland should chair the meeting in the absence of the
Chairman, and that leaflets publicising the meeting should be placed in the shop and
on social media.

4.7

(9) To consider whether the provision the Council pays for at the Village Hall mast is
still required
RESOLVED to ask Vodafone to clarify whether, following the erection of a
transmitter in the Church steeple, the repeaters on the Village Hall and on the Chapel
are still needed.

4.8

(4.10) Website Updates
RESOLVED, given that the Webmaster had stepped down, to ask Parish Council
Websites to extend the maintenance pack at £60 per month for a further period of three
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months to the end of the year at an approximate total cost of £180.00.

(Prop JDR, 2nd GH,

unanimous)

5.
5.1

Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
RESOLVED that the financial report be received and considered, having been
checked by a member against the invoices and bank statements before the cheques
were signed at the end of the meeting, and that the payments as listed in the financial
report (below) should be paid, plus PKF Littlejohn (External audit) £240.00, Eastern
Tree Surgery (Tree survey) £1230.00, Buchans (Grass cutting) £495.65 and P Leete
(Grass seed) £95.00. (Prop GH, 2nd NB, unanimous)
Buchans (Grass cutting)
Ridgeons (Topsoil)
John Baker Mower Service (Mower service)
Algar Signcraft (Kite sign)
Algar Signcraft (No dog fouling sign)
Village Hall (Room hire)
LGS Services (Admin support)
LGS Services (Admin support)
Salary
Salary
HMRC (PAYE)
NEST (Pension) (DD)

£1412.82
£350.30
£141.96
£67.80
£89.88
£128.00
£861.68
£805.25
£123.95
£250.42
£97.00
£90.38

Credits, including investment interest and cemetery fees, were noted.
5.2

Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports
None.

5.3

To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
RESOLVED to note that the Clerk used delegated powers to purchase a combination
lock for the play area gate.

5.4

Use of photographs at public events and on website – to note advice received from
LCPAS
RESOLVED to defer this item to the November meeting.

5.5

To note the conclusion of the external audit
RESOLVED to note the conclusion of the external auditor that “On the basis of our
review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return
(AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in
accordance with Proper Practices, and no other matters have come to our attention
giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not
been met.”

6.
6.1

Members, Working Groups items for discussion and decision
Proposal that the Parish Council funds or contributes to the costs of repair to the
Village Hall roof
RESOLVED, given that the Parish Council makes annual provision towards the
building of the new Village Hall, and as the Village Hall Committee are responsible
for maintenance, and have funds available, that the Parish Council should not fund or
contribute towards the costs of repairs. (Prop JDR, 2nd BH, unanimous)
The Clerk’s advice, that the Parish Council would not able to reclaim VAT, was noted.

7.

To consider correspondence/communications received
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7.1

1600
Resident – complaint about noise disturbance
Correspondence was considered regarding the problems caused by machinery noise
continuing through the night and keeping residents awake. At 8.53 pm, on a
proposition by the Chairman, the meeting was suspended to enable District Cllr
Williams to speak. Environmental Health had offered to monitor the noise levels to
collect data. The enforcement process was outlined. The Parish Council expressed
disappointment that SCDC had allowed an industrial operation to be established in a
small village, causing problems with noise and deteriorating road surfaces due to
heavy vehicles, and felt that enforcement was necessary.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council should write formally to SCDC to raise the
issues.

7.2

SCDC consultation – Gambling (2005 Act) Policy
RESOLVED that the Parish Council had no comments.

7.3

CCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan
Noted that the proposals do not affect the parish.

7.4

Recreation Ground car park gate
RESOLVED to note that the Parish Council is responsible for the gate but historically
the gate had been left open for many years.

7.0.5

To note the designation of The Craft as an Asset of Community Value
Noted.

8.

To consider planning and tree works applications and decision notices received
since the last meeting
The Parish Council highlighted the problems encountered with the SCDC Planning
department, namely that the Council’s comments appeared to be disregarded, and that,
despite several requests, planning applications were still not being sent to Cllr Lock.
RESOLVED to write to the Planning department voicing the Council’s concerns.
District Cllr Williams informed the Council that two meetings were being arranged for
John Koch, the SCDC Team West leader, to meet members in the Mordens ward, to
enable them to ask questions submitted in advance. Another officer will attend to talk
about affordable housing and exception sites.
RESOLVED to book the Village Hall for 24 October and inform District Cllr
Williams.

8.1
8.1.1

Planning applications received
S/3277/18/NM – Site adjacent to Thatchways, Little Green – Non-material
amendment of planning permission S/2478/16/FL
Noted.

8.1.2

S/3398/18/LB – The Swallows, 25A Pound Green – Removal of old boiler, flue, oil
tank and installation of air source heat pump
RESOLVED that the Parish Council supports the application. (Prop KL, 2nd BH, unanimous)

8.1.3

S/3266/18/FL – Guilden Morden Primary School, Pound Green – Erection of security
and perimeter fencing
RESOLVED that the Parish Council supports the application. (Prop BH, 2nd RN, carried with 5 in
favour and 1 abstention)

8.2
8.2.1

SCDC Decisions and appeal notifications
S/2542/18/DC – 75-77 High Street – Discharge of condition 5 (Materials) of planning
permission S/3284/17/LB – Permission granted.
Noted.

8.3

Tree works applications
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1601
None.
9.

Gamut items
Items regarding the Parish Council vacancy and the Webmaster role are to be
repeated.
The plan for a meeting of allotment holders was noted. RESOLVED, whilst this item
was not for Gamut, to check what the rents are and inform Anna Hoad and the
allotment holders.
On a proposition by the Chairman, the order of business was varied and District Cllr
Williams was invited to report. The report covered:
• Thanks were expressed for the Food Wise bags response.
• The refusal of the Waterbeach incinerator by the Planning department.
• Planning and housing; the approval of the Local Plan and the refusal of
applications on the basis of a 5 year land supply; the proposed meetings being
arranged for John Koch, Planning department team leader, to visit the Mordens
ward on 9 and 24 October, along with a presentation from a housing
department officer on affordable housing options and exception sites.
• Community Chest grants. Following a review the scheme is re-opening but has
been closed to parish councils with more than 160 electors. There is a
requirement for parish councils to fund 50% of schemes on their land.
• Refuse collection - the work of the collection staff and the need to put bins out
considerately
• A police surgery on 26 September.
• Universal credit rollout due on 17 October. Residents with concerns were
encouraged to contact the District Council.
• Thanks to residents and businesses for paying their Council Tax bills on time.

10.

Councillors’ items for the next agenda and closure of meeting
Cllr Lock gave his apologies for the October meeting.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.40 pm.

Signed
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GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Nov-18
£
117,506.11

Summary of Month
Balance brought forward
Adjustments/Corrections
CHQ 2314
CHQ 2331

ADJUSTMENT
ADJUSTMENT

-0.30
-0.18

Expenditure approved at last/between meetings
PKF LTTLEJOHN
EXTERNAL AUDIT
EASTERN TREE SURGERY
TREE SURVEY
BUCHANS
GRASSCUTTING
P LETE
GRASS SEED
CAME AND CO
INSURANCE
CARTER JONAS
CRAFT RENT
NEST
PENSION

-240.00
-1230.00
-495.65
-95.00
-752.71
-350.00
-90.38

Receipts
CCC
COIF
PLOT 14F
PLOT 14B
PLOT 12B
PLOT 13A
SCDC
PLOT 14C
PLOT 12D
PLOT W16
FLOODLIGHT TRUST
PLOT 23C & D
PLOT 12A
PLOT W8

1040.22
67.06
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
16875.00
5.00
7.00
36.00
62.50
5.00
5.00
25.00

VERGES GRANT
INTEREST
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
PRECEPT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTION
FUNDRAISING
ALLOTMENT RENT
ALLOTMENT RENT
TRANSFER

Total Adjustments
Balance revised after adjustments

14893.56
132399.67

Bank Reconciliation
Account
Barclays Community Account
Barclays Business Premium Account
Cambridge & Counties Account
Total

Funds Statement Outstanding
41,941.70 42,335.61
-393.91
16,948.11 16,948.11
73,509.86 73,509.86
132,399.67 132,793.58
-393.91

Expenditure for approval at meeting
BUCHANS
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITES
RS MEMORIALS
LGS SERVICES
LGS SERVICES

NEST

£

GRASSCUTTING
1384.21
WEBSITE
60.00
WAR MEMORIAL RENOVATION 834.00
ADMIN SUPPORT
822.17
ADMIN SUPPORT
850.72
SALARY
124.15
SALARY
123.95
SALARY
166.95
SALARY
208.69
PENSION
90.38

Total
Balance C/F
Gail Stoehr
Responsible Financial Officer
Notes:
Late invoices will be brought to the meeting

4665.22
127,734.45

DD

DESCRIPTION

APPROVED
BUDGET
FY2019

Actual to
July 2018

%

PAYMENTS

ADVERTISING
AGENCY SERVICES EXPENSES

1550

1294.30

83.5%

verges
ASSETS MAINTENANCE

1600

1525.96

95.4%

Street Lights

1450

1234.66

85.1%

mower

200

158.32

79.2%

play equipment & misc
Rec Ground Railings and Sticking Gate (by the village hall)
Notice Board
Car park at recreation ground pot holes

500

108.50

21.7%

0.00
0.00

#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!

bus shelters, bins, VH gates, parish pump etc
BURIAL GROUNDS

250

0.00

0.0%

3500

2483.07

70.9%

150

0.00

0.0%

1000

135.00

affiliation fees

450

384.36

85.4%

audit fees

370

351.93

95.1%

insurance

700

752.71

107.5%

1350

872.30

64.6%

400

152.00

38.0%

0

35.00

0.0%

admin support

7000

4732.00

67.6%

staff costs
RECREATION GROUNDS & POS

2765

2472.90

89.4%

330

330.54

100.2%

Grasscutting

5000

4548.12

91.0%

tree work rec & village
Misc
ALLOTMENTS & THE CRAFT

2500

parish paths partnership

general maintenance & lich gate & trees

Cemetery railings
water & general rates
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
misc Elections

postage/tel/copying/stationery etc
publications
room hire

training

Vineyard & Buxtons Lane

Maintenance
Rent

S137 DONATIONS
Local History Group
Gamut
Mobile Warden
First Responders
MAGPAS
Jubilee Steering Group (Mugs)

700
700

1000

0.0%

746.37
350.00

106.6%
50.0%

0.0%

APPROVED
BUDGET
FY2020

SPECIAL PROJECTS

0.00

New Village Hall
Village Hall
Speedwatch

5000

Highway project
CONTINGENCY FUND/GENERAL RESERVES

1000

TOTAL PAYMENTS

0.0%

2500

0.0%

41965

22,668.04

54.0%

1000

1040.22

104.0%

Rent
Townlands Charity
BURIAL GROUNDS

90
1300

67.00
5.00

74.4%

fees

2000

294.00

14.7%

17

0.00

1000

995.07

99.5%

33750

33775.00

100.1%

36176.29

86.2%

RECEIPTS
GRANTS & AGENCY SERVICES
verges
ALLOTMENTS & THE CRAFT

0

RECREATION GROUNDS
match fees
wayleave
COIF
INTEREST

PRECEPT
Release from the reserves to offset precept
increase
MISC
TOTAL RECEIPTS

2808
41965

Reserves
Village Hall Fund

B/F
28572.90

New Village Hall Fund
Grave Fund

20000.00
2369.42

Receipts

Payments

0

Balance to date
28572.90
20000.00
2566.04

196.62

Thompsons Meadow Fund (signed 4/4/97)

1091.64

P3 fund
Ruddery Pit grant

1535.35
130.00

1535.35
130.00

Parish Plan
S106 23a Pound Green
Floodlight Fund
Training

1931.74
2784.67
5410.30
370.00

1931.74
2784.67
5533.92
370.00

Highways Improvement Scheme
Pensions/Gratuity Fund
Buxtons Lane / Vineyard
Tree Works
Notice board fund

1500.00
1037.76
151.80
2070.00
500.00

General Reserves

47614.14
117069.72

RECEIPTS TOTAL NET
PAYMENTS TOTAL NET

71.52

123.62

0.00

1020.12

1500.00
1130.50
151.80
2070.00
500.00
320.24

71.52

57937.41
127734.45

£36,496.53
£22,739.56
0.00

Notes to the budget @Jan 2018
Receipts
Recreation ground income - it was agreed that
income would be raised from pitch hire.
Details of matches outstanding for invoicing
Reserves
The P3 projects need completing and Thompson Meadow fund reviewing
General reserves - the Council's policy is 1-1.5 annual expenditure.
VAT reclaim will be put into general reserves when received as the budgtet is NET of VAT.
Payments
The Council is asked to fill in the grey cells and then the difference between receipts & payments will be the precept
Cllrs Harper and Lock to make a recoemdnation to the Council at its January 2018 meeting

Draft minutes from a meeting of Allotment Holders held on Wednesday 19th
September 2018 at 19:00 in Guilden Morden Village Hall.
Present: Anna Hoad, Cllr Ron Newman, Jackie Dean, John Huggins, Alec Porter, David
Parry, Alistair Clare.
Apologies were received from: Barry Holme, David Fenner, Nikki Mills, Kasia Joniec
1. The minutes from the previous meeting were agreed.
2. There will be no change to the annual rent for a plot until 2019. Some tenants have
already been informed of their rent increase although AH had been unaware of the
increase.
3. AH had issued payment reminders by email where possible and by hard copy to
those without.
4. It was noted that this summer had been particularly poor for allotment holders due
to the lack of water on site but there has not been any progress on this issue since
it was raised two years ago.
5. Cllr Newman has asked to be notified if any maintenance (of gates, hedgerows)
needs to be carried out on the Craft.
The meeting closed at 19.14.

