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Minutes of Guilden Morden Annual Parish Meeting on
Monday 19 April 2021 at 7.30 pm
Held remotely via Zoom due to the current pandemic
Present: 15 parishioners including Parish Council members.
In attendance: District Cllr H Williams, County Cllr S Kindersley and Mrs Gail Stoehr
(Clerk).
Cllr Barry Holme presided.
1.

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 April 2019 1
The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on 15 April 2019 were approved and
signed by the Chairman as a true record. (Prop G Harper, 2nd M Allton, unanimous)

2.

To consider any matters arising from the last meeting
None.

3

Report of the Parish Council for the year 2
Cllr Holme reported that this was the first remotely held Annual Parish Meeting. The
report is appended in full to these minutes. He thanked all villagers who had been
active in running clubs and events as far as possible during the pandemic, and outlined
their work. Cllr Holme expressed thanks to the Councillors and introduced them,
explaining their roles and responsibilities. The report covered recurring themes such as
parking problems and dog fouling, and problems with the sewerage pumping station.
Cllr Holme asked that residents should respect their neighbours and their views, clean
up after their dogs, think before parking and stay safe. He requested that residents
should “Ask not what your village can do for you but what you can do for your
village.”

4.

The audited financial statement of the Parish Council 3
Cllr Geoff Harper reported on the accounts and how the costs were controlled within
budget surpluses of receipts over payments. The sum of £5000 had been transferred to
the New Village Hall fund which now stands at £35,000. He reported on transfers to
specific reserves of approximately £4500; the resurfacing of the Village Hall car park;
the level of reserves which was within the recommended 1-1.5 times limit. He also
reported on the purchase of a second speed indicator sign; banking arrangements and
interest received. The precept for 2021-22 was slightly lower than in previous years.

5.

Report from the Police4
The report from PCSO Lindsay Gardner was summarised in her absence by Cllr
Davis-Roach. This covered: thefts of number plates and vehicles, break ins, and
cannabis possession and cultivation. Although residents alerted each other to
incidents, these were not always reported to the Police. Residents were encouraged to
use 101 for reporting incidents.

6.

Report of the District Councillor (Cllr Heather Williams)5
District Cllr Heather Williams summarised her written report which is appended to
these minutes. She thanked everyone for how they had supported each other and
reported on:
• SCDC was still operating as usual.
• The Thakeham proposals for £25,000 homes. An application had not yet been
submitted.
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•

•
•

The next stages of the Local Development Plan. Cllr Williams encouraged
engagement with the proposals. The March 2018 District Council’s accounts
had finally been signed off.
This year’s budget and investment opportunities.
Environment, Planning and Highways roles and responsibilities.

7.

Report of the County Councillor (Cllr Sebastian Kindersley)
On a proposition by the Chairman, this item was deferred until Cllr Kindersley, who
had given apologies for anticipated lateness, arrived.

8.
8.1

To receive the accounts and reports of the Parochial Charities 6
Guilden Morden Charity
Mr Trevor Osborne reported on the Guilden Morden Charity, including the Trustees,
payments made, bank balance and land management.

8.2

Worboys Grave Fund 7
Cllr Holme reported as Chairman of the Worboys Grave Fund and the accounts
(appended) were read out.

8.3

Worboys Court Fund8
Mr Charles Paget-Wilkes reported on the Worboys Court Housing Trust and a
summary of the accounts for the year ended 5 April 2020 (appended) was given. There
were six properties and three years of accounts were available.

8.4

Mobile Warden Scheme 9
Mr Geoff Harper reported that it had been a difficult year for the Mobile Warden
Scheme due to the pandemic. The scheme had been funded by the parish councils and
a three year agreement with SCDC. The Charity’s accounts are attached.
County Cllr Kindersley arrived during this item.

8.5

Guilden Morden Village Hall 10
Cllr Chapman delivered the Village Hall report sent in by Mr David Fenner. They had
not yet held an Annual Meeting so completion of the current accounts was still
outstanding. Information on grants was given. The caretaker, Mr Michael Keech, had
retired after 17 years. There was a new cleaner.

8.6

Church Floodlight Trust11
Cllr Holme spoke to the report and accounts of the Floodlight Trust. The lights had
been on nightly during the pandemic. Thanks were expressed to the ladies involved.
On a proposition by the Chairman, County Cllr Kindersley was invited to report.

7.

Report of the County Councillor (Cllr Sebastian Kindersley) 12
County Cllr Kindersley referred to his previously submitted annual and monthly
reports which are appended to these minutes. He highlighted:
• The new 17 bus service
• The East West Rail consultation. He encouraged the Parish Council to respond
on the Option E proposals and outlined the impact of the route.

9.
9.1

To receive any other reports from village groups and organisations
Community Orchard 13
Mr Charles Paget-Wilkes reported. It had taken two and a half years to obtain
permission and funding to set up the orchard, which had been established through
generous local donations. The orchard covered 1.6 acres and contained 110 trees. All
trees had been sponsored. A seat had been presented and set in place. The work of the
five Honorary Orchard Keepers was outlined. The report is appended in full to these
minutes.

Guilden Morden Annual Parish Meeting

Monday 19 April 2021

137

10.
10.1

Parish Matters
Litter
Mr Peter Allen praised the young people in the village for their litter picking. There
had been problems with litter being thrown from cars.

10.2

Speedwatch
The speed cameras were recording. In response to a question as to whether data was
available, Cllr Lock reported that Mr Gerry Watkins held the data. The two cameras
were rotated between five locations and would resume on 1 May. The machines
recorded in both directions even when they appeared not to be working. Speeding had
increased during lockdown, the worst location being Trap Road with speeds in excess
of 80 mph reported.

10.3

Sewerage pumping station
The chalk stream into the River Rhee was being polluted by overflowing sewage.
Residents were encouraged not to flush inappropriate materials The Chairman
reported that he was in close contact with the Environment Agency. Anglian Water
had been making excuses that the system was unable to cope and an operative had
referred to “Rag” material which should not be flushed. The Chairman is to attend a
meeting with Anglian Water.

10.4

Community Orchard’s records
Mr Trevor Osborne explained that a record of sponsorship needed to be maintained
and one suggestion received was that it should be kept in the Village Hall. The Parish
Council is to consider whether this information can be kept in some formal way for
people t view in the future. The Chair asked the Orchard Keepers to write formally to
the Clerk in advance of the next meeting.

10.5

Gamut
Mr Mike Allton reported on the production of Gamut. The previously produced
number of 420 paper copies was now zero and the newsletter had a substantial online
presence. There were over 800 subscribers who had contributed £625 for 11 copies per
annum. Mr Allton expressed the wish to reduce the journeys to Letchworth for
printing. An option to print the online copy is available. Approximately 2% of
residents were unable to access Gamut online. He had spent $168 for an online
platform and would trial placing printed copies in kiosks and pubs.
The Chairman expressed thanks to Ms Georgie Boost and her team of litter pickers.
He commented that in the Netherlands there was a requirement to print car
registrations on takeaway packaging materials.
Thanks were expressed to Cllr Chapman for overseeing the defibrillator paving and
lighting and car park resurfacing. Road planings had been received for the County
Council’s area outside the village gates but the volume was too great for volunteers to
deal with and they might have to stay until assistance is available.

11.

To consider resolutions of which written notice has been given
None.

12.

Closure of meeting
There was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.49 pm.
NB Written reports are appended to the master set of minutes.
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Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 15 April 2019
Parish Council Annual Report 2021
Parish Council Audited Accounts FY2020
Police report
Report of District Councillor H Williams
Report from Guilden Morden Charity
Report of Worboys Grave Fund
Report and accounts of Worboys Court Fund
Report of Mobile Warden Scheme
Report and accounts of Guilden Morden Village Hall
Report of Floodlight Trust
Report of County Councillor S Kindersley
Report of Community Orchard
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