GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF MEETING
The Meeting of the Parish Council will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 16 March 2020 at 7.30pm
The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon business to
be transacted as set out below
Mr Ben Stoehr, Acting Clerk
09/03/2020
AGENDA
Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County & District Cllrs
1.

To receive apologies for absence, declarations of interest and applications for co-option
1.1
To receive written apologies and reasons for absence
1.2
To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
1.3
To receive written requests for dispensations (if any) and to grant any requests as appropriate
1.4
To consider applications for co-option

2.

To approve the minutes of the January meeting

3.

Matters arising from last or previous meetings carried forward for discussion/decision
3.1
(3.2) Gamut
3.2
(3.5) Operation London Bridge
3.3
(3.06) Grave Reinstatement Update
3.4
(5.1) Proposal that the Parish Council installs paving slabs and lighting to ease access to the defibrillator (NB)
3.5
(6.1) Request for food trailer/fish and chips evenings – to consider preferred location

4.

Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
4.1
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
4.2
Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports
4.3
To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
4.4
Business Continuity Plan
4.5
RoSPA Playsafety – Notification of annual play inspection

5.

Members, Working Groups items for discussion and decision

6.

To consider correspondence/communications received
6.1
Resident – car parking in the village
6.2
St Mary’s Church – request to carry out drainage works
6.3
CCC Consultation on County Planning Minerals & Waste Enforcement Plan
6.4
Steeple Morden FC Magpies request to continue arrangement
6.5
Recreation Ground Car Park Tarmac

7.

To consider planning and tree works applications and decision notices received since the last meeting
7.1
Planning applications received (KL)
7.2
SCDC Decisions and appeal notifications
7.3
Tree works applications
7.3.1 20/1001/TTCA – 14 High Street
7.3.2 20/1031/TTCA – 23 Pound Green

8.

Gamut Items – to decide what is to be included in the next edition

9.

Items for the next agenda and closure of meeting

Clerk: Mrs LG Stoehr, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge CB23 7NY
Telephone: 01954 210241 Email: guildenmordenpc@lgs-services.co.uk

GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk Report to the Parish Council meeting on 16 March 2020
1.

Apologies – will be reported to the meeting.

2.

To approve the minutes of the last meetings on 20 January - attached

3.

Matters Arising

3.1

(3.2) Gamut
Deferred at last meeting

3.2

(3.5) Operation London Bridge
Update from working group

3.3

(3.06) Grave Reinstatement Update

Deferred at last meeting
We have emailed Jeremy Rule again as grave W23 is still in a very poor condition, stating that as
turf has not been replaced as is required by the cemetery regulations.
3.4

(5.1) Proposal that the Parish Council installs paving slabs and lighting to ease access to the
defibrillator
Deferred at the last meeting.

3.5

(6.1) Request for food trailer/fish and chips evenings – to consider preferred location
Mr Corrias has written:
“Thank you for your email regarding me setting up my fish and chip van in Guilden Morden. I
would be interested in being there on Thursday evenings and happy to be placed wherever you see
fit. In Orwell for example I park next to the recreation ground and use electricity from the
pavilion, this is so I do not use my generator which can be a little noisy. (The electricity I use is
very minimal as I have LED lights, a small fridge and an extractor). I always make sure that the
area is completely clean and free of any debris before I leave.
I look forward to hearing from you. And just in case, I definitely can be ready to trade from this
Thursday evening, just let me know if you agree, and I’ll start to publicise on the Social Media.”
Other
(4.6) Budget
The sum of £1200 for 8 replacement bins was not calculated into the budget for FY2021. The
Clerk suggests that S106 money for 23a Pound Green could be used.

4.
4.1

Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills – attached.

4.2

Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports

4.3

To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
The Acting Clerk has used delegated powers to:
• Approve North Road Cycling’s request for use of the Recreation Ground for parking on 2 May

4.4

Business Continuity Plan
In light of the recent government announcements about the coronavirus outbreak, the Parish
Council is asked to consider how it will conduct its business in the event that it is unable to meet,
e.g. due to member illness, quarantine or government order.
• Parish Council meetings must be held in public.
• Parish Councillors must be in attendance at meetings to take part. There can be no phone/video
calling.

• The Parish Council can delegate most of its functions to an officer. Notable exceptions are,
approving the budget/precept, suspending/amending standing orders/financial regulations,
approval of borrowing and approval of the annual accounts/annual return.
• The Parish Council has a delegation policy for planning applications which could be extended
to cover this.
4.5

RoSPA Playsafety – Notification of annual play inspection
“We are pleased to let you know that the inspection of your play area(s) listed below is scheduled
to take place during April.
During busy periods the inspection may be undertaken in the following month.
Guilden Morden Playing Field
If you wish to add additional services to your order, or change it an any way, please let us have
revised details as soon as possible by email or post. Please provide us with an up to date invoice
email and address and include full address details for new areas.
Do we need an order number from you? If so, please remember to send this to us.
Are you carrying out your own weekly checks of your play area(s)? You may be interested to hear
that we offer a routine checklist specifically tailored to your site(s). The cost for this is £30 plus
VAT per area. This will provide you with a template to help you when inspecting your equipment.
Don't hesitate to let us know if you wish to add this on to your order this year.
Where an exact date is given above this may be subject to change depending upon Inspector
availability. Orders are subject to our standard terms and conditions are available here
http://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/play-safety/terms-and-conditions.pdf.
Please note, the Inspectors plan their own diaries, so we are not able to provide dates from the
office.
Prices
Commercial Play Areas - £95.00 + VAT per play area Non Commercial Play Areas - £68.50 +
VAT per play area Any additional items over five per play area - £3.50 + VAT per additional item
If you wish to meet or accompany our Inspector during the inspection then there is an additional
fee of £42.00 + VAT for an appointment. This fee is not applicable to schools, staffed
playgrounds and those sites with restricted access.
To save you forgetting to book your inspection(s), you can opt to be set up on our system as an
‘Automatic’ client which means we will automatically inspect each year, unless instructed
otherwise. Future inspections will be notified in advance so you know that we’re coming, and we
will send the report and invoice after the inspection has been done. If you wish to take advantage
of this very popular service, please let us know by email.”

5.

Members’ items
Cllr Chapman has reported a missing street name sign for Church Lane opposite the Three Tuns.
This has been reported to SCDC.

6.
6.1

To consider correspondence/communications received
Resident – car parking in the village
“You may have noticed that the verge beside the telephone box at our end of the village is now
habitually being used for car parking and is starting to take on the look of a lay-by! It appears that
some people now see it as their own parking space despite the fact that there is a seat there. In

January I put some large bits of fallen wood down to deter parking right in front of the book
exchange in the vain hope that it might also stop parking on the rest of the verge - to no avail. Is
there anything which can be done before we lose the verge altogether - the road is plenty wide
enough to park on at that point. At the very least could the PC put a note in next month's GAMUT
asking people not to chew up the verges?”
Followed up by:
“When I walked down to the chapel on Monday there was a car parked at one of the houses just
before the chapel such that there was no way a pedestrian could stay on the footpath at all - the
path was completely blocked! When I came home that car was gone but another had similarly
parked although at least this time a pedestrian could squeeze past on the path - but a buggy might
have been a bit of a push.
Does the village need a wake up call re parking?!!”
Cllr Lock suggests that “The PC might want to consider a sign similar to that which Cllr Newman
fixed in High Street and facing Silver Street.”
6.2

St Mary’s Church – request to carry out drainage works
“St. Mary’s may at some point be digging for drainage / soak aways and removing topsoil from
the sides of the building which has built up over time by in some cases by 500mm above internal
floor level causing big damp problems internally - mainly on the North side.
The existing soakaways are silted up and may need digging out new ones digging.”

6.3

CCC Consultation on County Planning Minerals & Waste Enforcement Plan
“I am writing to invite your views on the Local Enforcement Plan for Minerals and Waste
Development in Cambridgeshire which has recently been updated. The plan sets out the Council’s
approach to achieving planning compliance at mineral extraction and processing, and waste
management sites and we are seeking your views on the new draft version.
The consultation on the attached plan will start on 26 February 2020 and run until 8 April 2020.
Please send any comments on the plan to: planningdc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
Alternatively you may wish to put your comments in writing to:
Cambridgeshire County Council
County Development, Minerals and Waste Planning
Box No. CC1213
Shire Hall
Castle Hill
Cambridge
CB3 0AP
A summary of all the responses that are received by the close of the consultation period on 8 April
2020 will placed on our website. The summary will include a list of names of organisations that
responded but not people’s personal names, addresses or other contact details.
All responses to the consultation will be considered and will inform any changes to the plan
before the amended plan is presented to Planning Committee for consideration and approval prior
to implementation. We will provide you with a link to the final document at the end of the
consultation process.”
Deborah Jeakins
Principal Enforcement and Monitoring Officer
Cambridgeshire County Council
2020 Draft Enforcement Plan attached.

6.4

6.5

Steeple Morden FC Magpies request to continue arrangement

Steeple Morden FC Magpies are currently planning for Morden Magpies Youth Football
for the 2020/21 season. We would like to continue our arrangement with the Parish
Council regarding use of the 7v7 pitch at Guilden Morden Recreation Ground. Matches
would be played on a Saturday morning throughout the season.
We would be grateful for the Parish Councils confirmation of this continued arrangement.
Recreation Ground Car Park Tarmac
Prices to be brought to the meeting.

7.
7.1

Planning
Planning applications received
None at the time of writing.

7.2
7.2.1
7.2.2

SCDC Decision notices - Are available on the Planning Portal.
S/3923/19/FL – 42 High Street – Two 6’x6’ gates with a 6’x4’ side gate – Permission granted.
S/4208/19/FL – Odsey House, Baldock Road – Removal of modern windows and glazed door and
replacement with new windows and glazed doors of sympathetic design - Permission granted
S/4209/19/LB – Odsey House, Baldock Road – As above, listed building consent – Permission
granted
S/4408/19/DC – 11 Dubbs Knoll Road – Discharge of condition 3 (traffic management plan) of
planning permission S/3284/19/RM for approval of matters reserved for access, appearance,
landscaping, layout and scale following outline planning permission S/1586/17/OL for the
erection of two detached dwellings – Permission granted

7.2.3
7.2.4

7.3

7.3.1
7.3.2

Tree works applications
Tree works applications and decisions are now published on the SCDC Planning Portal where the
details may be viewed.
20/1001/TTCA – 14 High Street
20/1031/TTCA – 23 Pound Green

8.

Gamut items

9.

Items for the next agenda and closure of meeting

1653
GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall
on Monday 20 January 2020 at 7.30 pm.
Present:

Cllrs: G Harper (Chairman), N Buckland, G Dellar, R Newman, M Chapman
and K Lock.

In attendance: District Cllr Heather Williams and Mrs Gail Stoehr (Clerk).
Comments and observations from members of the public and from the County and
District Councillors
None present.
1.
1.1

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest
To receive written apologies and reasons for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Holme (out of parish) and Davis-Roach (ill).

1.2

To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
Cllr Harper declared an interest in item 3.3 as Treasurer of the Mobile Warden
Scheme.
Cllr Chapman declared an interest as a member of the Village Hall Committee.
Cllr Buckland declared an interest as the Parish Council’s representative on the
Village Hall Committee.

1.3

To receive written requests for dispensation for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any)
and to grant any requests as appropriate
Following a written application Cllr Chapman was granted a dispensation to speak and
vote with regard to both the Village Hall and the Mobile Warden Scheme as long as he
was not an officer of the charities as this was considered to be in the interests of the
Parish.

2.

To approve the minutes of the November meeting
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 18 November 2019 be approved and
signed by the Chairman. (Prop KL, 2nd GD, unanimous)

3.
3.1

Matters arising
(3.3 and 6.6) Zero Carbon Scheme and Climate Conversations request that the Parish
Council declare a Climate Emergency
Cllr Buckland reported on two informative meetings on 5 February and 4 March.

3.2

(5.1) Proposal that the Parish Council considers request from Gamut for printing
RESOLVED having noted the advice reiterated by the Clerk to defer this to the next
meeting until Cllrs Holme and Roach-Davis could report on their meeting with the
Editor.

3.3

(10) Request for a grant from the Mobile Warden Scheme
Cllr Dellar chaired the meeting for this item. Cllr Harper, having previously declared
an interest, left the meeting at 7.56 pm but briefly re-joined to explain the increase in
the request for funding which was due to pensions and telephone costs and the fact
that the Warden had not been claiming the hours due, so a salary increase was
required. Cllr Harper left the meeting again.
RESOLVED in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local
Government Act, 1972, to approve a grant of £600.00 to the Mobile Warden Scheme,
which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants.
(Prop KL, 2nd MC, unanimous)

Cllr Harper re-joined the meeting at 8.10 pm.
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(10) Village Hall – to consider damage to ceilings and root damage to a sewer and a
drain
RESOLVED to note the verbal report that the Village Hall Committee is repairing
ceilings and cracks and damage to drains caused by roots and the Clerk’s advice on
responsibilities including insuring responsibilities.
District Cllr Williams arrived and undertook to send her written report later.
She reported verbally on:
• Planning delegation including correspondence from Longstanton and Cllr
Smith. The matter is with the Task and Finish group.
• Free trees from SCDC.
• Links to the consultations including National Rail Cambridge South.
• Correspondence with Mike Hill is the Director of Environment and Michael
Parsons, Arnie’s boss who were to follow up on the outstanding bin by the
cemetery.

•
3.5

Infill and exception sites and the Government’s position.
Operation London Bridge – to consider proposal
RESOLVED to set up a Working Group with the following membership: Cllrs
Chapman (Convenor), Buckland, Harper and Dellar.

3.0.6 Grave reinstatement
RESOLVED to defer this item to a future meeting.
4.
4.1

Financial, procedural and risk assessment matters
To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
RESOLVED that the financial report be received and considered, having been
checked by a member against the invoices and bank statements, and that the payments
as listed in the financial report (below) should be paid, plus P Robinson (floodlights
from the Trust’s funds) £936.00, Morelock (MVAS) £3,213.60, CAPALC (Training)
£60.00, SSE (Electricity) £7.10 (DD), £3.26 (DD) and £123.21 (DD). (Prop GH, 2nd KL,
unanimous)

Salaries
LGS Services (Admin support)
LGS Services (Admin support)
Buchans (Grass cutting)
Cambridgeshire ACRE (Affiliation fee)
CCC (Streetlight energy)

£193.79
£840.68
£789.09
£2710.75
£57.00
£1553.93

RESOLVED to note the following payments made between meetings:
Salaries
Unity Trust Bank (Service charge)
SSE (Streetlight energy)
ICO (DPA renewal)

£338.99
£18.00
£129.42
£35.00

Credits, including cemetery fees, investment interest, and a VAT reclaim, were noted.
RESOLVED to note the issue of a replacement payment for £108.00 to the Village
Hall.
RESOLVED to deduct the sum of £54.87 plus VAT from the payment to Buchans as
this was a duplicated item previously invoiced and paid in July.
4.2

Risk assessments including play inspections and tree reports
RESOLVED to note that four trees in the play areas needed suckers to be removed by
Buchans.
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To note actions taken under Clerk’s delegated powers
None.

4.4

Grass cutting contract 2020-2022 – to consider tenders received
RESOLVED to accept the tender from Buchans subject to their willingness to match a
lower price quoted by another contractor for the verges, pruning of suckers in the
cemetery, and the cutting of the Craft, Vineyard and Buxons Lane; and subject to
Buchans providing a schedule for when the cuts will take place and notifying Cllr
Dellar of any changes. If they are unwilling to reduce their price the contract for the
above items is to be awarded to the contractor who gave a lower quote for them.
RESOLVED to delegate to Cllr Dellar and the Clerk to order up to four additional cuts
of the Recreation Ground and Cemetery. (Prop GH, 2nd KL, unanimous)

4.5

To review the budget FY2020 and consider arrangements for any outstanding projects
The budget for the year to date was reviewed.

4.6

To consider and approve the budget for FY2021
RESOLVED that the following provisions be made:
• £1200 for 8 new Topsy bins at a cost of £150 each to be funded from S106
funds
• To ear mark funds for the car park at the year end (LHI)
• To earmark funds for bus shelters
• £8000 for Admin support and £3800 for staff costs
• £5000 for tree work
• £750 for lighting and painting by the defibrillator
• £2500 for Speedwatch
• £250 for Operation London Bridge
Receipts for the Wayleave were expected to be £17.00.
RESOLVED to release £1563.00 from reserves.

4.7

To set and demand the precept for FY2021
RESOLVED to set the precept at £36385. (Prop NB, 2nd KL, unanimous)

5.
5.1

Members, Working Groups items for discussion and decision
Proposal that the Parish Council installs paving slabs and lighting to ease access to the
defibrillator
RESOLVED to defer this to the next meeting.

6.
6.1

To consider correspondence/communications received
Request for food trailer/fish and chip evenings to operate in the village
RESOLVED to approve the request subject to there being no rubbish, noise or late
hours. (Prop NB, 2nd MC, unanimous)

6.2

CCC – TTRO application for proposed road closure in High Street in March
RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objections. A note is to be put in Gamut.

6.3

SCDC – offer of three free trees for parishes
RESOLVED to accept the voucher from SCDC for three trees which are to be planted
in Thompson’s Meadow. Delivery to Cllr Holme.

6.4

SCDC – Items referred to Planning Committee and correspondence received
Noted.

6.5

CCC – Draft Climate Change and Environment Strategy Consultation
Noted.

6.6

Greater Cambridge Partnership Local Plan Issues and Options consultation
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RESOLVED to object to development on the Green Belt and the Local Plan should
have strong policies to prevent this.
7.

To consider planning and tree works applications and decision notices received
since the last meeting
7.1
Planning applications received
7.1.1 S/3923/19/FL – 42 High Street – Two 6’x 6’gates with a 6’x 4’side gate – To note
response made between meetings – the Parish Council supported the application.
Noted.
7.1.2 S/4208/19/FL – Odsey House, Baldock Road – Removal of modern windows and
glazed door and replacement with new windows and glazed doors of sympathetic
design
RESOLVED to support the application.
7.1.3

S/4209/19/LB – Odsey House, Baldock Road – As above, listed building application
RESOLVED to support the application.

7.1.4 S/4408/19/DC – 11 Dubbs Knoll Road – Discharge of condition 3 (traffic management
plan) of planning permission S/3284/19/RM for approval of matters reserved for
access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale following outline planning
permission s/1586/17/OL for the erection of two detached dwellings (re-submission of
S/1319/19/RM)
Noted.
7.1.5 S/4519/19/OL – Land to the east of 13 Trap Road – Outline planning permission for
erection of seven dwellings including access with all other matters reserved
RESOLVED to object to the application on the grounds that there is insufficient
parking; the Parish Council objects to all matters reserved and wishes to see a full
application. Smaller two bedroom homes are required. (Prop GH, 2nd KL, unanimous)
7.1.6

S/4397/19/FL – The Hay Barn, Cold Harbour Farm – Conversion of existing barn to
one dwelling and replacement of hay barn with two dwellings
RESOLVED to make no recommendation. (Prop KL, 2nd GH, unanimous)

7.1.7

S/4371/19/FL – 64 High Street – Single storey rear extension, internal alterations and
improvements to garage
RESOLVED to support the application. (Prop KL, 2nd RN, unanimous)

7.1.8

S/4372/19/LB – 64 High Street – As above, listed building application
RESOLVED to support the application. (Prop KL, 2nd RN, unanimous)

7.2
7.2.1

SCDC Decisions and appeal notifications
S/3189/19/VC – 1 Sancerre Barn, Cold Harbour Farm, Ashwell Road – Variation of
conditions 2 (Approved plans) and 4 (Materials) pursuant to planning permission
S/4246/18/FL – Permission granted.
S/3286/19/FL – 4 Fox Hill – Two storey side extension and single storey rear
extension - Permission granted
S/3284/19/RM – 11 Dubbs Knoll Road – Approval of matters reserved for access,
appearance, landscaping, layout and scale following outline planning permission
S/1586/17/OL for the erection of two detached dwellings (re-submission of
S/1319/19/RM) – Permission granted
S/3485/19/FL – 33 Church Street – Erection of a timber garage – Permission granted
S/3482/19/FL – Hooks Mill, Potton End – Provision of an outdoor horse riding arena
for private use – Permission granted.

7.2.2
7.2.3

7.2.4
7.2.5
7.3

Tree works applications
None.
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8.

Gamut items
RESOLVED to include items on the budget and the road closure.

9.

Councillors’ items for the next agenda and closure of meeting
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10:47 pm.

Signed

Guilden Morden Parish Council minutes
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Monday 20 January 2020

GUILDEN MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Mar-20
£
124,112.18

Summary of Month
Balance brought forward
Adjustments/Corrections
Expenditure approved at last/between meetings
SALARIES
PJ ROBINSON
LED LIGHT UPGRADE
MORELOCK
MVAS
CAPALC
TRAINING
SSE
STREETLIGHT ENERGY
UNITY TRUST
OVERDRAFT FEE
SSE
STREETLIGHT ENERGY
MOBILE WARDEN SCHEME
S137
Receipts
HMRC
COIF
PLOT 13E
FLOODLIGHT TRUST
PLOT 23C&D
COIF

VAT
INTEREST
ALLOTMENT RENT
FUNDRAISING
ALLOTMENT RENT
INTEREST

-174.38
-936.00
-3213.60
-60.00
-133.57 DD
-10.00
-137.58 DD
-600.00

3301.45
63.40
7.50
40.00
7.00
63.45

Total Adjustments
Balance revised after adjustments

-1782.33
122329.85

Bank Reconciliation
Account
Unity Trust Bank Current Acc
Unity Trust Bank Savings
Barclays Community Account
Barclays Business Premium Account
Cambridge & Counties Account
Total

Funds Statement Outstanding
30,730.17
33798.15
-3,067.98
-137.58
-137.58
0.00
0.00
16,998.88 16,998.88
74,738.38 74,738.38
122,329.85 125,397.83
-3,067.98

Expenditure for approval at meeting

£

SALARIES
SSE
OBJENIX
BUCHANS
GLASDON
CAPALC
ALGAR SIGNCRAFT
CAPALC
LGS SERVICES
CARTER JONAS

358.40
121.41
60.00
602.86
208.96
360.35
79.20
10.00
842.12
350.00

STREETLIGHT ENERGY
DOMAIN NAME RENEWAL
LITTER COLLECTION
LITTER BIN
AFFILIATION FEE
NO PARKING SIGN
TRAINING
ADMIN SUPPORT
CRAFT RENT

Total
Balance C/F

2993.30
119,336.55

Gail Stoehr
Responsible Financial Officer
Notes:
Late invoices will be brought to the meeting

THERE HAS BEEN AN ISSUE WITH THE SSE PAYMENTS BEING TAKEN FROM THE
WRONG ACCOUNT. THIS HAS BEEN CORRECTED.

DD

Enforcement Plan
County Planning, Minerals and Waste

January 2020
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1 Introduction and
Purpose
1.1

Local planning authorities should consider
publishing a local enforcement plan to
manage enforcement proactively, in a way
that is appropriate to their area. This
should set out how they will monitor the
implementation of planning permissions,
investigate alleged cases of unauthorised
development and take action where it is
appropriate.”

Cambridgeshire County Council (the
Council) is committed to delivering an
effective and proportionate planning
control service for ‘County matters’
which are defined in Schedule 1 of The
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended) and The Town and Country
Planning (Prescription of County
Matters) (England) Regulations 2003,
i.e. those relating to mineral and waste.

1.4

The
Council
also
determines
applications for its own development
such as new roads and transportation
schemes, and education facilities under
Regulation 3 of the Town and Country
Planning Regulations
1992 (as
amended), but is not the Local Planning
Authority responsible for any other
planning matters that take place within
the County.
1.2

1.3

Section 55 of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 (as amended) defines
‘development’ as:
‘…the carrying out of building,
engineering,
mining
or
other
operations, in, on, over or under land or
the making of any material change in
the use of any buildings or other land.’

The purpose of this Enforcement Plan
(the Plan) is to explain our approach to
achieving planning compliance at
mineral and waste management sites
within Cambridgeshire. The Plan also
sets out what action can be taken and
how decisions will be made in respect of
pursuing formal action.

1.5

A Breach of planning control is defined
under section 171A (1) of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended, as carrying out development
without
the
required
planning
permission or failing to comply with any
condition or limitation subject to which
planning permission has been granted.

1.6

Our approach consists of two broad
elements: monitoring and enforcement.
Monitoring refers to the proactive
periodic inspection of permitted
mineral and waste management sites.
Monitoring mineral and waste sites is a
statutory duty under Regulation 19 of
The Waste (England and Wales)
Regulations 2011.

The publication of this Plan accords with
paragraph 58 of the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF), published
February 2019, which states:

“Effective enforcement is important to
maintain public confidence in the
planning system. Enforcement action is
discretionary, and local planning
authorities should act proportionately in
responding to suspected breaches of
planning control.
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Enforcement
refers
to
how
investigations into allegations that a
breach of planning control has occurred
will be undertaken, and, where
appropriate, the steps that the Council
may pursue to remedy a breach.

2 General Principles
2.1

A key principle of the Council’s
approach to planning is to support
sustainable growth, which takes into
account the needs of the environment.

2.2

The principles in this Plan align with the
vision, corporate objectives and
priorities of the Council.

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

Each set of circumstances is unique and
must be considered on its own merits.
However,
the Regulators’ Code
published by the Department for
Business Innovation and Skills in April
2014 sets out the general principles of
good enforcement and these include
transparency,
consistency
and
accountability.

2.7 All officers undertaking enforcement
activities will be duly authorised under
the Council’s scheme of delegation and
will be appropriately trained to
undertake their enforcement duties,
and understand the principles of good
regulation.

3 Enforcement and
Compliance Objectives
3.1

The Council’s enforcement and
monitoring objectives are to ensure
that:
 serious or irremediable harm
occurring as a result of mineral and
waste development is prevented
and / or addressed;
 site operators, landowners and
occupiers comply with the planning
conditions imposed by the Council;
and
 breaches of planning control are
addressed reasonably, appropriately
and proportionately.

3.2

These objectives are intended to help:

Effective enforcement should be risk
based and not necessarily limited to
formal enforcement actions; it can
include preventative measures such as
inspections to check compliance with
legal or other requirements and the
provision of advice and guidance to
support compliance.
All Council officers with responsibility
for planning matters will have regard to
the Enforcement Plan, the Regulators’
Code and relevant legislation and
guidance. The Council will only take
action which is proportionate to the
planning harm and to the seriousness of
any breach of planning control.




3.3

Where a breach of planning control has
been confirmed, officers will usually
begin by trying to secure compliance
with the use of an advisory approach.
However, in certain circumstances, this
will not be appropriate and further
action will be considered necessary to
remedy the planning harm being
caused.
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maintain the integrity of the
decision-making process; and
ensure that public confidence in the
decision-making process is
maintained.

When it is considered necessary and
expedient to do so, the Council will act
decisively and liaise closely with other
enforcement agencies in order to
reduce any adverse effects that
unauthorised development has on local
amenity and minimise any damage to
the environment.

4 Monitoring Visits and
Fees
4.1

The main purpose of a monitoring visit
is to check compliance with conditions
of the relevant planning permission(s)
and, if relevant, legal agreement(s)
relating
to
mineral
or
waste
development.
These
planning
permissions may include complex and
technical
conditions, which
are
designed to mitigate the impact of the
activity.

4.2

The Town and Country Planning (Fees
for Applications, Deemed Applications,
Requests and Site Visits) (England)
Regulations 2012 (as amended) enable
the Council to charge a fee for
monitoring
permitted
mineral
extraction and landfill sites, from the
date
that
the
permission
is
implemented to the end of the
aftercare period.

4.3



where the whole or a part of the site
is active the fee is £397; or
if the site is inactive or dormant the
fee is £132.

Monitoring visits will serve to:
 allow the Council to gain an overall
impression of the day-to-day
operation of the site, chart progress
to date, and identify and address
potential problems before they
arise;
 encourage good operational
practice rather than punish bad
practice;
 act as a means of regular liaison
with operators; and
 provide information to support any
site liaison forums.

5 Assessing Complaints
5.1

The Council will investigate complaints
alleging a breach of planning control
within Cambridgeshire, which are
‘County matters’.

5.2

Anonymous complaints or complaints
that appear to be vexatious in nature
will not normally be investigated, unless
they allege a serious breach of planning
control that is capable of being verified
by a Council Officer.

5.3

All complaints are assessed and
prioritised based on the potential
severity of the issues raised and the
risks determine the timescales for the
investigation. The Council will aim to
meet the timescales for visiting
complaint sites shown in the table on
the following page:

The monitoring fees are set by
Government and, at the time of
publishing this Plan, the following
monitoring fees are payable:


4.4

4.5

The cost of visiting other types of
mineral and waste management sites,
such as waste transfer stations, material
recycling facilities, energy from waste
plants, scrap yards and mineral rail
heads (including any associated
industrial development), is borne by the
Council.
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Description of harm
High

Site Visit

Severe risk of irreversible harm occurring
within 3
County matters which may cause immediate or irreversible harm
working
either to:
days
 local amenity;
 designated sites under the Ramsar1 international wetlands
convention, special protection areas, special areas of
conservation, sites of special scientific interest, scheduled
monuments, habitats of statutorily protected species, local nature
reserves or county wildlife sites;
 human health and/or safety;
 potable ground and/or surface water supplies; or
 archaeological resources.

Medium Significant /Medium risk of harm occurring
within 5
County matters which may impact, but does not appear to cause working
immediate or irreversible harm, on the designated sites listed above days
or may cause significant harm either to:
 local amenity;
 human health and/or safety;
 ground and/or surface water; or
 archaeological resources.
Low

1

Low Risk of harm occurring
within 10
County matters which do not appear to be causing significant harm working
or do not have the potential to cause significant harm to the days
designated sites listed in above or to:
 local amenity;
 human health and/or safety;
 ground and/or surface water; or
 archaeological resources.

Wetlands of international importance designated under the Ramsar Convention.
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information, to assess whether a breach
of planning control has occurred and to
gather evidence in respect of the
seriousness of any breach:

6 Investigating
Complaints
6.1

6.2

Complaints will be recorded and
acknowledged within 5 working days of
receipt. Complainants will be updated
at key stages during the investigation
and their details will be kept
confidential.





Following a desktop investigation into
the relevant planning history and
constraints relating to the land, officers
will usually need to undertake a site
visit to gather more information and
evidence relating to the alleged breach.



7.2
6.3

If a breach of planning control is
confirmed, the occupier/landowner will
be advised of the details of the breach
and of the likely steps and timescales
required to remedy it.

6.4

Further site visits and monitoring may
be undertaken to ensure the required
actions are completed within the
specified timescales.

6.5

Because breaches of planning control
relating to waste and mineral
development can have a serious and
detrimental impact on local amenity
and the environment, it is normal
practice for officers to notify the local
County Councillor (and occasionally also
the Parish Council) when there is a
confirmed breach of planning control in
the area that they represent.

There is no right of appeal against the
service of these notices and failure to
provide a formal written response to a
notice within the specified timescale is a
criminal offence, which is open to
prosecution.

8 When a Breach is
Confirmed
8.1

Before considering any possible
enforcement action, the investigation
will establish whether or not the
development is acceptable in principle,
and if anything needs to be done to
bring it up to a satisfactory standard, or
to ensure it complies with the relevant
legislation.

8.2

If the principle of development is not
acceptable, officers will consider what
action is appropriate to prevent it
continuing and produce a written report
to support any recommendations for
further action. The report will set out
the background and circumstances of
the breach, the planning harm caused,
any relevant planning policy, the

7 Legal Powers to Obtain
Information
7.1

A Planning Contravention
Notice under Section 171C
Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 as amended;
A notice under Section 330
of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990; and
A notice under Section 16
Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1976.

The Council may serve the following
notices on the owner or occupier of the
land to obtain land ownership
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options for taking action and the
justification for the recommended
course of action.
8.3

Although the Council would prefer to
negotiate a satisfactory outcome, in
some cases formal enforcement action
may be considered necessary.

9.2

9.1



There are some circumstances where
the County Council will not be able to
take formal enforcement action. These
include:






When the Council determines
applications
for
its
own
development. In these cases, the
responsibility for compliance with
the permission lies with the relevant
Council Directorate. If the breach is
not remedied, the matter will be
reported
to
the
Planning
Committee.
Where the time limit for taking
action in respect of a breach of
planning control has expired,
Section 171B of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended) explains the time scales
after which ongoing breaches of
planning control become immune
from enforcement action.
Where the development benefits
from permitted development rights
under the provisions of The Town
and Country Planning (General
Permitted Development) (England)
Order 2015 (as amended), provided
that all the relevant restrictions and
conditions have been met.

The County Council does not deal with
enforcement matters arising from:


9 Where Enforcement
Action will not be taken

Where the County matters have no
impact on designated sites or on the
local amenity and in cases where
technical breaches of planning
control cause no material harm or
adverse impact on amenity.

Fly tipping or general household
waste matters;
Development that has been
permitted by District Councils. The
Council may be involved in assessing
whether the importation of material
(such as hardcore) is necessary for
enabling the permitted scheme or
development to go ahead.

10 Retrospective
Applications
10.1 Where the unauthorised development
could be acceptable in planning terms
the
Council
may
ask
the
occupier/landowner to submit a
retrospective planning application. The
occupier/landowner will be encouraged
to seek pre-application advice before
submitting a retrospective planning
application. Officers will not provide
advice outside the formal preapplication advice process.
10.2 Information on obtaining formal preapplication advice is available on the
Council’s website at:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/bu
siness/planning-anddevelopment/planningapplications/submitting-a-planningapplication/
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10.3 The Council will not invite a
retrospective planning application if the
unauthorised development is contrary
to policy, or appears to have the
potential to cause harm that could not
be satisfactorily mitigated by the use of
planning conditions.
10.4 If a retrospective planning application is
invited and submitted, the Council will
not usually take formal enforcement
action whilst the application is being
considered. However, the Council will
continue to monitor the implications of
the development.
10.5 If planning permission is refused and
further negotiations fail to remedy the
breach, appropriate enforcement action
is likely to be pursued.
10.6 Where a retrospective planning
application is submitted contrary to
advice that there is no reasonable
prospect of planning permission being
granted, enforcement action may be
taken prior to the application being
determined.
10.7 The Council has the power to decline to
determine a retrospective planning
application for development, which is
already the subject of a pre-existing
enforcement notice.

11 Working with District
Councils and other
Agencies
11.1 If a breach of planning control that is
not either a ‘County matter’ or
permitted under Regulation 3 of the
Town and Country Planning General
Regulations 1992 (as amended) is
established, it will be passed on to the

relevant Local Planning
(District Council).

Authority

11.2 In
cases
where
unauthorised
development involves both County
matters and district planning issues, the
Council will liaise with the relevant
District Council to establish all the
lawful and unlawful planning land uses.
If enforcement action is considered to
be necessary and expedient, the Council
will work with the relevant District
Council to ensure that all aspects of the
planning harm can be adequately and
appropriately
addressed
before
commencing action. Each case will be
decided on its merits and consideration
will be given to the land use
implications and the respective
jurisdiction and powers of County and
District Councils.
11.3 In cases where the enforcement role is
shared with other agencies, (for
example the Police, Environment
Agency, Internal Drainage Boards,
Environmental Health Department of
the local council or the Health and
Safety Executive), the Council will
coordinate and collaborate with these
agencies
to
secure
regulatory
compliance is achieved effectively and
efficiently. Where it becomes necessary
to exchange information with partner
agencies, we ensure we follow the
requirements of the data protection
legislation,
and
other
relevant
legislation, in force at the time.
11.4 Where a breach of planning control
relating to county development occurs
within Cambridgeshire which impacts
on the amenity of residents in an
adjacent county, the investigating
officer will provide the other Council or
authority details of the breach within 5
working days.
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12 Principles of
Enforcement Action
12.1 Where breaches of planning control are
identified, the Council may take
enforcement action, where it is satisfied
that it is expedient, necessary and in the
public interest to do so.

12.8 National legislation provides the Council
with a number of enforcement tools,
which can be used to address breaches
of planning control. These include:





12.2 The Council will take a consistent, clear
and fair approach to enforcement,
having balanced the need for
environmental protection against the
desire to encourage sustainable
development.
12.3 The Council will usually only take
enforcement action when there is
evidence that a breach of planning
control has occurred that has, or is likely
to, cause demonstrable harm to the
public amenity or the environment.
12.4 Where an educational and advisory
approach has not succeeded in
remedying the harmful effects of
unauthorised development, continued
negotiations will not be allowed to
delay formal enforcement action.
12.5 The enforcement action taken and the
required
remediation
will
be
proportionate to the nature of the
breach.
12.6 The time taken to pursue formal action
varies on a case by case basis. The
emphasis will be on balancing the
urgency to remedy the planning breach
with mounting a properly constituted
legal response, taking into account
available resources.








Planning Contravention Notice
Section 215 Notice of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990
Breach of Condition Notice
Enforcement Notice
Stop Notice
Temporary Stop Notice
Prosecution
Default Action
Injunctive relief
Planning Enforcement Order.

12.9 Further information on planning
enforcement and the various options
available to the Council can be found
online at:
http://planningguidance.planningportal.
gov.uk/blog/guidance/ensuringeffective-enforcement/planningenforcement-overview/
12.10 Where an offence has been committed
under planning legislation, the Council
may, depending on the circumstances,
take action under the Proceeds of Crime
Act 2002 to recover a company’s or
individual’s assets that are considered
to be the proceeds of crime.

13 Enforcing Planning
Obligations
13.1

12.7 The Council will co-operate closely with
other agencies to ensure a satisfactory
solution to breaches of planning
control.
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Where a breach of a planning
obligation, such as an HGV routeing
scheme contained within a section 106
agreement or a unilateral undertaking
is identified, the Council will initially
try to address the breach by working
with the relevant site operator.

13.2

If the breach cannot be resolved by
negotiation and co-operation the
Council will, where necessary, take
legal advice on enforcing the relevant
clause of the planning obligation.

14 Feedback, comments
and complaints
14.1

If you wish to make an enquiry about
this Plan, provide feedback or raise a
complaint about the Enforcement
Service you can:
 contact the officer dealing with
your case directly;
 complete the online form;
 email
planningDC@cambridgeshire.gov.
uk;
 telephone us on 0345 045 5200
(charged at local rate); or
 contact your County Councillor.

15 Plan Review
15.1

This Enforcement Plan will be
reviewed every three years and
published on the Council website at:
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/

15.2

The date of the next plan review will
be 2023.
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