Yet another festive season is upon
us and there are many events and
services to attend in the next few
weeks. Where has this year gone?
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the stalwarts of the
gamut delivery team for their help this year and to wish you all
a very happy Christmas and a peaceful new year. The next
issue will be February so the deadline for that is January 20th.

Wheels for Martin’s Friends
The Christmas Quiz will be held on Thursday 21st December
Maximum of six people per team and £2.50 per team member.
7.30pm for an 8pm start at The Edward VII Pub - see you there!
A total of £783.93 was raised by the door to door poppy collectors.
Thank you for all for your support
Parish Council Notices County Council Bus Survey. The County Council are
conducting a survey on the 127 bus service. If you would like to take part in
the survey, details can be found on the village website or by contacting the
Parish Clerk.

HELP TO SAVE THE THREE TUNS
IT’S YOUR ROUND!
PLEDGE TODAY
(PAY LATER)

Update on The Three Tuns
David Karat, who has lived with his family in Guilden Morden for eight years, has
written this month’s Save The Three Tuns update.

Now it’s up to us!
In less than two months’ time we, the individuals and families who live in and
around Guilden Morden, must have raised enough money to make our bid to buy
The Three Tuns. This will be our one and only opportunity to have the exclusive
right to buy the property and to create a community pub to benefit all of us.
Right now, we have raised just under half of the minimum £300,000 required. We
are fortunate to have a great group of people who are organising the bid and the
required business plans but the only way we are going to make this happen is
through everyone in GM becoming involved in some way to make sure we raise
the money. The money must be raised by the community for the benefit of all
living in and around Guilden Morden.
Recently, the Management Committee held a well-attended and successful
evening meeting to provide further information on the project. There were some
excellent speakers who encouraged us with positive news that no community
pub has ever failed financially. For me, the evening gave the opportunity to really
think about a few points.
Firstly, we will not succeed unless many more households actively support our
bid to buy The Three Tuns. Right now, only about one fifth of households have
made pledges; whatever your reasons are for not doing so yet, please do
become involved and make a pledge.
Secondly, we must all actively encourage others to be fully aware of the campaign. The Committee will be putting up posters in key locations to galvanise
support but nothing is as effective as word of mouth, so please speak up for the
pub at social gatherings and even at work if appropriate.
Thirdly, there seems to be some misunderstanding around money. We cannot
go ahead without sufficient pledges but you will not be called on for your
money unless we have sufficient pledges and our bid succeeds.

Next, do not view your pledge as a charitable gift to a well deserving cause. The
Three Tuns project is an investment by our community for the community which
should benefit all of us and if we are successful, your money will be invested in
the bricks and mortar, which will be rented to the tenant running The Three Tuns.
So, if you have already made a pledge please consider increasing it if you are
able to do so.
Finally, GM would benefit greatly from a community pub serving all ages and
adding to the services and facilities already available in the village. It’s up to us, as
individuals, whether it happens or not.

Carols by Candlelight
9th December
Two services: (1) 3.30 pm - 4.30 pm; and (2) 6.00 pm - 7.00 pm.
Mince pies and mulled wine. Ticketed event only. To apply, please visit our
website caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk, under Forthcoming Events.

Guilden Morden St Mary's Church
To all residents families and children who live in Guilden Morden, please support the many services and activities to be held in the Church this December.
Church Restoration Committee Christmas Market: Dec 2nd, 10 am to 1 pm.
Christingle Service: Dec 10th, 4.30 pm. Service designed to involve children’s activities.
Carol Service: Dec 14th, 4.30 pm. Come and sing your favourite carols in a traditional setting !
Christmas Day: Dec 25th, 10 am. Parish Communion all visitors most welcome.
The annual Gift Day held with the Food Fayre is still running and your envelopes
can be handed in at the Church until Christmas Day. Many thanks from your
Guilden Morden Parish Church Council.

www.guildenmorden.gov.uk

Recent Shed Burglaries

Since the clocks have gone back, darker evenings
provide more cover for potential criminals. Also
consider the security of your shed even if you only
store garden spades etc. inside as these may be used
to prise open a door or window in order to break
into your property.

Security Advice for Sheds and Gardens
Many of us have taken steps to improve the security
of our home but we often forget about our sheds and outbuildings. Not only are
their contents of interest to the potential burglar, garden tools make excellent
implements to assist the burglar in gaining entry to your or your neighbours’
property. 60% of all burglaries are from the rear of the house. When thinking
about the security of your property, include the garden, sheds and outbuildings.
There are steps you can take to reduce the risk of becoming a victim of a shed
burglary.

Gardens
A strong secure fence will make it more difficult for burglars to get into your back
garden. This should be at least 1.8m and you should consider fitting trellis along
the top. Trellis is an additional nuisance for an intruder and offers another deterrent. Similarly, climbing plants will also act as a deterrent. Don’t forget to check
your local planning regulations before erecting a fence or wall.
A thick, impenetrable hedge around your garden is just as good as a fence for
keeping out intruders. A back-garden hedge should be around 1.8m tall and
ideally should be dense and prickly – such as pyracanthus, hawthorn or holly.
Varieties of roses planted in strategic positions against a fence or wall will look
beautiful when in flower and the thorns will deter the potential burglar.
If you are laying a garden path, consider using gravel or something similar.
Walking on gravel is noisy and you’ll easily be able to hear someone coming. The
garden gate should be of the same height as your fence or wall and be securely
fixed and padlocked. In the front garden, try to keep your fencing and hedges
low and keep the front garden open, neat and tidy. The fear of being seen is an
important factor when the burglar considers a potential target property.

The Guilden Morden branch of the Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) will
reconvene in January 2018 with a new nine-week course entitled “Russians and
the Russian Culture through the Witness’ Eyes” with native-born Russian, Marina
Burrell.
Aspects of life in the USSR during and after the Cold War: education, family life,
health service, Art, travel, pop-culture, ethnic minorities- with an introduction to
the Russian language.
The course will be held : at Guilden Morden School, Pound Green.
The group will meet at 7.30 pm on Tuesday evenings from the 9th January and
fees are £ 49 for nine 1½ hour sessions - fees may be waived for those in receipt
of certain benefits, please check when you sign up.
For more information, please telephone Detlev Popp 01763 852637 or visit the
wea.org.uk and search for C2224722 . You can call our national enrolment line
on 0300 303 3464 and press option 1. Thank you.

Ashwell at Christmas. On Saturday 2nd December many
events will be happening in Ashwell, including the Christmas Fair in St. Mary’s Church from 9.30am – 2.30pm. Unique
and Hand-made Gifts, Cards, Cakes, Art and much more.
Carol Singing by the Church Choir. Refreshments available.
Winter Wonderland will be in the U.R.C. and the Museum will also be open, as
will some local businesses. Guides will be gift-wrapping and providing refreshments in the Church Room.

DECEMBER 8th Christmas meal ….T.B.A
JANUARY 18th Speaker: Edgar Turner
“The trials and Tribulations of Research in a Rain Forest “
This should warm us up on a cold night!
Interested in joining? Please call 01763 852124
YOUR INDEPENDENT NEWSLETTER

Guilden Morden C of E Primary School:

We would like to remind parents that online applications for
school admission for Reception Class can now be completed up until 15 January 2018) via this link:
www.cambridgshire.gov.uk/admissions
It was a very spotty affair watching the pupils (and adults)
arriving at school on Children in Need day. Instead of
school uniform, everyone wore bright clothes with spots on.
It was very colourful, and everyone enjoyed the day. The
pupils raised £96.94, thank you to all who donated to Children in Need. The Parent
Teacher Friend Association donated £32.03 to the Children in Need collection from
their hot chocolate and biscuit stall which took place after school. Our thanks go to
them.
Christmas is now firmly in the minds of all the pupils and staff as rehearsals start
for the school Nativity Play for class 2 and 3 which will take place on 12th December
and 13th December. As usual, the play will be preceded with some Christmas carols
on the piano performed by our musicians. The Nativity play for Class 1 will be part
of the Christmas Church Service on Tuesday 19th December at 9.30am. All families
are welcome to join the school for this service, and as usual we are happy for you
to walk with us to the church.
Looking back on the last month, we must thank all the staff and children for planning
and delivering a very poignant Remembrance Service. Despite the cold, the
children were attentive and respectful as members of class 3 read out the names
of all those on the memorial. We then went inside the church and sang “We will
remember”. The children in class 2 read out prayers that they had written, and the
children in class 3 shared the information they had been given by members of the
local history group concerning Alfred Harold Leonard, known as Tom. It was very
moving to consider that Tom and his family had been involved in the very Church
that we were in and that Tom had attended our school. The children also laid
poppies that they had made. Thanks also go to Cannon Williams and the other
church members, who made us very welcome and to the parents that were able to
join us. We were very proud of our pupils.
All the Staff and Pupils at Guilden Morden School would like to wish you all a Very
Happy Christmas and we look forward to letting you know our news in 2018.
Parent Teacher Friend Association:
The staff and children of Guilden Morden primary school would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for your support over the past year and to wish you a very
merry Christmas. Our fundraising activities continue and this term, our Sweet Treat

Friday sales of hot chocolate and cookies has proved very popular with the children.
Looking ahead, we hope to see as many of you as possible at the GM Christmas
Market on 2 December where we will have a stall selling gingerbread men and
crackers. Finally, a reminder that Tesco in Royston have included us in their ‘Bags
of Help’ scheme, so please support us by posting your tokens in the Guilden
Morden school slot.

THE LENT LUNCH
IS ON WEDNESDAY 7th MARCH 2018
AT VILLAGE HALL, GUILDEN MORDEN
12.30 for 1.00 o’clock
Join us for
A choice of delicious home-made soups,
Bread and cheese and coffee or tea.
Tickets £7.50 available
From:
Pat Holroyd 853742
Jill Hillman 853400
Steeple Morden Post Office
Easter Cards, General Cards, Raffle and Bring and Buy

Guilden Morden Church of England Primary School - Vacancies
Mid-day Supervisor - To work in our school dining hall.
Working Monday - Friday 12 – 1.15pm to set up and supervise lunch-time activities.
Initially, this position is temporary.
School Caterer Please see the flyer below.
Volunteer Handyman and Gardener - We would welcome a person who is able to
help the school from time to time with any odd jobs. We currently have some dripping
taps and general gardening needing attention, so if you or know of anyone that can
help us, please mention this advert to them.
These are all immediate vacancies, which as usual require the relevant checks.
Please contact office@guildenmorden.cambs.sch.uk Telephone: 01763 852318

www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com
Sunday 3rd Dec

10.30am Café style service. Come and join us for croissants
and coffee in our relaxed style of worship. All welcome.

Monday 4th Dec

10.30-12.00am Men’s Guild in the school room

Wed 6th Dec

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 10th Dec

10.30am Sunday School in the café area
6.00pm Carols at Littlington

Wed 13th Dec

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 17th Dec

10.30am Joint Taize service with St Mary’s at the Chapel

Wed 20th Dec

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 24th Dec

4.00pm Carols by Candlelight – all age carol service

Wed 27th Dec

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 31st Dec

No service

Wed 3rd Jan 2018

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 7th Jan

10.30am Café style service. Come and join us for croissants
and coffee in our relaxed style of worship. All welcome.

Monday 8th Jan

10.30-12.00am Men’s Guild in the school room

Wed 10th Jan

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 14th Jan

11.00am Joint service at Littlington led by Cyril Harns

Wed 17th Jan

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 21st Jan

11.00am Joint ecumenical service, venue TBC

Wed 24th Jan

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Saturday 28th Jan

10.30am Joint Communion Service in the Chapel with
Littlington

Wed 31st Jan

9.00-11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Every First Wednesday of the Month
Service starts at 6pm until 9pm
The Edward VII Pub, Guilden Morden
Our monthly menu is on our website

www.provenancekitchen.com

practise at St Mary’s Church. Contact Alan Boyd 852354.
irst Monday of each month. 10.30 to 12.00. All welcome.
Bridge Club - 7.30pm at the GM Primary School. All abilities welcome. Please
contact Trevor Osborne 852006 for more information.
Mobile Library - first Tuesday of the month, St Mary’s Church, 11.15-11.55am.
Over 60s Club - second Wednesday of the month, GM Village Hall 2.30pm.
GM Local History Group - second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Chapel schoolroom. Contact Geoff Harper on 853845.
Mix and Match - Toddler group and coffee morning - 09.30 to 11.30, in the
Congregational Church schoolroom.
Provenance Kitchen - every first Wednesday at the Edward VII Pub. 6pm to 9pm.
Reading Group - third Wednesday of the month, 8pm in the Edward VII Pub.

Mordens Fair Weather Cyclists - meet outside St Mary’s Church 9.30am.
All abilities catered for and all welcome.
The Mordens WI - third Thursday of each month, Village Hall 7.30pm.
Pilates - every Friday, Village Hall, 9.30 to 10.30am.
Bingo! - fortnightly, Village Hall, 8pm to 10pm.
Bingo! - Fortnightly in the Edward VII pub. Cash prizes and debacles from 8pm.
Village Hall bookings? Contact Janet Townsend-Stojic on 01763 852824, or
online at http://www.guildenmorden.gov.uk/GM_Village_Hall_Booking.html

The draw will take place at the Edward VII Pub
On the evening of Thursday 21st December
(After the Christmas Quiz has finished)
Please join us for a drink to celebrate our 28th successful year
Tickets available from the Edward VII, Sarah’s Barn Shop,
Litlington Post Office or any WFMF Committee Member
WHEELS FOR MARTIN’S FRIENDS - Charity No. 1056864

