Welcome to the first Gamut of the new year. As usual,
there are lots of events coming up, so book early to avoid
disappointment. Gamut will run in this format up to the
April edition and then, after the Parish Council AGM, we
will see what comes next. If you have any views on Gamut, then please get in touch.
Elsewhere, PLEASE read the east-west rail article and have
your say on where the new railway should be located.
Public consultation ends on 11 March at 11.45am.
The WEA (Workers’ Educational Association) is planning to hold a one-day
course on the 23rd march 2019 at the Congregational Church Hall, 10 Pound
Green, Guilden Morden SG8 0JZ.
The subject will be “Pirates” and will include the roles of Sir Francis Drake, Sir
Walter Raleigh and the pirate Blackbeard in the reign of Elizabeth I. The tutor
will be Dr Ian Chambers. The course starts at 11 am and finishes at 3 pm (entry
from 10.30 am). Cost will be £20 which will include lunch and refreshments.
If you would like to attend, a booking form is available from Detlev Popp 01763
852637 or e mail dpopp@btinternet.com Please make a note in your diary of
this event.
From a fellow villager: As I was going down Trap Lane yesterday
morning at 9 am, I saw Margaret McKee walking her dog, collecting
roadside rubbish in a bin liner as she went along. This is by no means
the first time we’ve seen her doing this. Thank you Margaret!

Thursday 15th February - 7.30 pm
Annual Meeting
Bring and Buy Stall

What a Pub-Tastic Evening!
What a great response the village (and
beyond) gave to our pop-up pub held at
The Three Tuns on Saturday 29th December. From the moment the doors opened
people flooded in and welcomed the pub
back into the community in style. We
even featured on ITV News! Thank you to
everyone who supported the event.
To read more about the recent pop up, see the TV footage from the evening,
and view recent print and radio coverage, as well as find out about forthcoming
pop up events and read about progress to date, please do visit
www.thethreetunsguilden.co.uk/blog.

Tenant recruitment
GMCP is now actively looking to appoint a passionate and capable tenant to reestablish this much-loved village asset. This is a great business opportunity that
would suit entrepreneurs – ideally a couple – with the ambition and ability to
create a thriving business, free from the restrictions of a brewery tie. A passion
for good quality food and drink and a clear vision for making the pub work for
all the community will be vital. If you are interested, or know someone who
might be, please email thethreetunsguildenmorden@gmail.com.

New shareholders always welcome
It’s never too late to become a shareholder
in this community asset, application forms
are available via our website.
Guilden Morden Community Pub Limited
E: thethreetunsguildenmorden@gmail.com
W: www.thethreetunsguilden.co.uk
T: 01763 852354 - 07980 200005

Public consultation will run from 28 January to 11
March 2019. Whist they are several years from
starting to build the railway, this is your opportunity to have your say on the route options at an early
stage. This is not a statutory consultation, so there
will be time later for you to help further shape the final route alignment and
station locations as they move through the formal stages of the planning.
Throughout the consultation, east-west rail will record and analyse all feedback
they receive from the public, as well as from local authorities, the Department
for Transport, Network Rail and other groups. they will then announce a preferred route option, for further consultation.
East-west rail are holding eight public consultation events across the corridor
between Bedford and Cambridge. Do go along to find out more about our route
options, and to have your say.
Links: https://eastwestrail.co.uk/haveyoursay
Map: https://eastwestrail-production.s3.eu-west2.amazonaws.com/public/Central-Section-Consultation/f1c92cbe30/Map.png
Form: https://eastwestrail-production.s3.eu-west2.amazonaws.com/public/Central-Section-Consultation/65a31f10a1/Feedbackform.pdf
Local Consultation Events:
Bassingbourn: Saturday 16 February, 10 am – 2 pm. Bassingbourn Community
Primary School, Brook Road, Bassingbourn SG8 5NP.
Potton: Tuesday 19 February, 3.30 pm – 7.30 pm. Potton and District Club 34,
Station Road, Potton, Sandy SG19 2PZ
Orwell: Tuesday 26 February, 2 pm – 6 pm. Orwell Village Hall, 32-66 High St, Orwell, Royston SG8 5QN.
Please give them your views by filling out the online feedback form by
11:45 pm, Monday 11 March 2019

Guilden Morden C of E Primary Academy
We welcomed an advisor from DEMAT recently. They
came into the school to complete a review as part of our
preparation for the Ofsted inspection that we expect this
year. Lessons were observed, paperwork checked and
children’s books for all subjects looked at in detail. The
initial feedback to the teachers was both positive and
pleasing, as was the recognition that our systems, including those for safeguarding, are in place and being managed effectively.
We are celebrating reading both at home and at school, by sharing our favourite
books and recommending to others. We will be trying several approaches to help
children to enjoy reading and be motivated to read more often. We are also trying
to ensure that class story time does not get lost in our busy curriculum, as this
allows children to enjoy a range of stories and become more familiar with some
of the excellent children’s authors. Each class now has a daily story time.
All of the school and pre-school travelled together on a coach to see the Snow
White pantomime in Stevenage. A big ‘thank you’ to the PTFA for helping to fund
the visit. The children thoroughly enjoyed the show which was great fun and very
well performed. The children joined in with the traditional shouting at the actors,
booing and cheering; an integral part of attending pantomime. Giving children a
range of memorable experiences is a key part of our school vision and this trip
was a great success.
Cool School Club
The children quickly settled back into the club after the holidays. They have
enjoyed Lego challenges, making camps and dressing up. Some of them helped
to create a pig collage, in celebration of the Chinese New Year. As always, the
children continue to enjoy being outside as much as possible.
Watch this space for upcoming news and events throughout the year!

QUIZ NIGHT WITH THE AMAZING VINCE
SATURDAY 2nd FEB 2019
7.30 PM FOR 8 PM START
VENUE : STEEPLE MORDEN VILLAGE HALL

QUIZMASTER: THE AMAZING VINCE!
CASH BAR AND LIGHT MEAL PROVIDED
TEAMS OF UP TO 8 PEOPLE
TICKETS: £10
For those of you who have not had the pleasure of experiencing one of Vince’s
quiz nights, they are an amazing night out. Please spread the word to your
friends and gather yourselves a team of up to 8 people.
There are only just a few spaces left now.

Royston bell ringers
The fire in the tower of Royston Parish Church at the
end of last year has left the local bell ringers without a
home. In order to keep the band together, and
because our bells are rung infrequently during the week, the Royston
ringers have transferred their practice to Guilden Morden on the first
and second Thursday of every month – 7:45–9pm. It is great that we
can help them. Please enjoy the ringing and welcome the visitors to
the village.
Anyone interested in learning to ring should contact Alan Boyd on
852354.

ASHWELL PATIENTS' GROUP
APPOINTMENTS NEWS
Our surgery (Ashwell and Bassingbourn) is associated with the 10 other medical
practices in North Herts and together they are offering additional appointments
outside normal opening hours. This means it is possible to see a doctor or a nurse
between 6.30pm and 8pm on weekdays, 8am - 4pm on Saturdays and 8am – 12
noon on Sundays. If you want an appointment at one of these times you must
book in advance through OUR surgeries in Ashwell and Bassingbourn in the usual
way. You cannot simply turn up. Please note that these appointments will be
available at Sollershott Surgery, 44 Sollershott East, Letchworth Garden City SG6
3JW and NOT at our own surgeries.
When you make one of these bookings you will be asked to consent to your
medical records being shared with the “extended service” at Sollershott. This
sharing will only be valid for that particular appointment and only lasts for one
week. If you do not give this consent, you will be unable to use this service. One
of our patients has reported using the service and being extremely pleased at
how it worked. Note that even though you may not live in North Herts, as long as
you are a patient at either Ashwell or Bassingbourn surgeries, you are entitled to
use the scheme. Remember that we do offer additional appointments on
Tuesdays from 7.15am and on Thursdays up to 18.50.
GOOD NEWS FOR US
We are delighted that our surgeries are fully staffed with well-qualified
professionals. Sadly, this is far from the case elsewhere. We regularly hear of
surgeries including local ones with vacancies they find hard to fill. According to a
recent survey carried out by The Royal College of General Practitioners, almost a
third of the doctors surveyed said they would not be working in general practice
in five years' time with stress and retirement cited as the most common reasons.
The alarming conclusion of the College is that more than 350 practices in England
alone could face closure, therefore. Let's make sure we appreciate the good
fortune we currently enjoy in our locality!
POLITENESS
It is disturbing to hear reports of patients being rude and short-tempered in their
dealings with surgery staff. Whilst it is understandable for people to feel

frustrated when they can't be seen as quickly as they would like, the surgery can
only operate within the limitations of the availability of its medical staff. Every
effort is made to ensure that patients are dealt with as quickly and as
appropriately as possible. So, we appeal to our patients to recognise this and to
remember to treat others as you would like to be treated yourself. Having said all
that, our surgery staff report that the vast majority of our patients are delightful
to work with. Let's make that 100% if we can.
MISSED APPOINTMENTS
There are still quite a lot of these meaning that doctors' and nurses' time is
wasted and that other patients are denied appointments. So please remember
to cancel your appointment as early as possible if you realise you can't make it.
This is very easy to do. It's the first option that you hear when you phone the
surgery.
AND FINALLY - GOOD HEALTH TO ONE AND ALL!
All of us on the Ashwell Patients' Group and the staff at our surgeries wish
everyone a happy and healthy 2019.
Our next literary lunch will be held on Monday 4th
February, 2019 at the Old Bull Inn, Royston at
12.15 pm It will feature Jude Simpson hosting a chat
with local author Sarah Harrison. Tickets are £15 includes a buffet lunch and tea/coffee,
We are very excited to be hosting our second
Home-Start Concert with Linda Bance - Celebrating
Voices - this will be held on Saturday 2nd March at
7.30pm (doors open at 7pm) at Meridian School, Garden Walk, Royston. The
evening will be compared by our Poet in Residence, Jude Simpson; and local
author Sarah Harrison will be reading a poem, so please come along and
celebrate the talent of your local choirs - Adhoc, Foxton Singers, Reed Church
Choir and pop up choir WomenSing. Tickets are £10, under 13s: £5.
To book for either of these events please call the Home-Start office on 01763
262262, or email admin@hsrsc.org.uk. You can also book online through
www.ticketsource.co.uk/hsrsc

www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com
Sunday 3rd Feb

10.30 am Café style service. Come and join us for croissants
and coffee in our relaxed style of worship. All welcome

Monday 4th Feb

10.30 – 12.00 am Men’s Guild in the schoolroom

Wed 6th Feb

9.00-11.30 am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 10th Feb

10.30 am Joint service at Litlington led by John Whittle

Wed 13th Feb

9.00-11.30 am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Saturday 16th Feb

7.30pm Valentines Social Supper

Sunday 17th Feb

Time TBC Joint service at St Mary’s

Wed 20th Feb

9.00-11.30 am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 24th Feb

10.30 am Communion Service with Chris Hill

Wed 27th Feb

9.00-11.30 am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Save the Date
24th

Sunday
March 3 pm – 4.30 pm MESSY CHURCH!
Family activity session with tea – more details to follow
Thanks to your generosity, the collection during the Christmas Eve service raised
£216.96. The Congregational Federation and Christian Aid are working together on
a special appeal to support the education and development for young people in
Syria. The EU is match funding this effort by providing an extra £9 for every £1
donated, which means that as a result of your donations, £2,170 will be going to help
the young people in Syria.
Thanks also to those who supported the thanksgiving “social supper” in November,
where thanks to the generosity of the diners we were able to donate £452.97 to the
Alzheimer’s Society.

Founded in 1989

The 1st Prize of the Luxury Hamper
was won by David McKee of Steeple Morden.
Other prize winners included:
David Bath won the meal for four at the Pig & Abbot,
Brian Bell won the meal voucher at the Red House,
Sam Corser won the meal voucher at the Fox & Duck.
Kirk Saban won the four ball at the John O’Gaunt Golf Club,
and Chris Jennings won the Malt Whisky.
Thank you to all those who contributed the
wonderful prizes and all those who bought tickets.
2019 is our 30th Anniversary and we will be holding
some special events so please look out for further details.

PRESIDENT B.G.Crane.
TRUSTEES - Chairman P.J.Furmston. L.J.Bath. C.Beales. H.Watts (sec)
Committee Members: D.Tear. P.Heavey. A.Holt. E.Gypps.
Padre. Rev.C.Price.

YOUR INDEPENDENT NEWSLETTER

GMFC

Welcome to a new year. We are already
just over halfway through this season. We
have a fantastic group of players with two
established teams playing regular quality
football.

Morden Football Club

We held a Pub Quiz on the 6th Dec which was very well attended by all parts of
the community and players from all our teams. Everyone commented on what
was a fantastic evening, special thanks to Carl the Quiz Master for his unique
and very entertaining format. We raised over £400 for the Club. We would also
like to thank Kirk at the Edward VII for generously donating all the funds raised
from the Annual Christmas Raffle, all of which will go towards new equipment.
Both teams continue to perform well, the reserves have won two more league
games and the 1st team continue to hold a good league position and a well-deserved Cup run. Kick off times remain at 2 pm on Saturdays and the growing
numbers of regular supporters are a key part of the continued success of our
local club. On Saturday 19th Jan the supporters were treated to a six-goal victory for our 1st team, and a well-deserved but rare clean sheet! We received many
positive comments about the players and the improved quality of football being played each week. Special thanks to another loyal supporter who has
made a sponsorship contribution, this has enabled us to purchase more match
balls - we are very grateful.
The GMFC over-50s walking football team continues to be very popular indeed. We now have more than 16 players attending on a regular basis each
Thursday evening. This is not only great exercise but always fun and competitive, so why not come along and join us? All abilities and skill levels are welcome.
Work continues on the pitch refurbishments. The dry and cold conditions have
required us to complete extra work to keep the main pitch in good condition.
The new mobile goals have helped reduce the impact of two teams playing on
the same pitch. Whilst the 2nd pitch repairs have been successful so far; re-levelling continues until early springtime. The training area will be moved shortly
to accommodate these works and preserve the grass during the winter
months.
For further information email us at info@gmfconline.co.uk

Would you like to work with girls and young women to make a difference in your community while
developing your skills and making new friends?
Volunteering with Girlguiding could be for you!
Steeple Morden guides are looking for an additional volunteer to assist in
running the unit, no previous experience necessary.
Do contact either Ann: 07734455873 or Debbie
fisher@hotmail.co.uk to find out more. Many thanks.

via

debbie-

King Edward VII Public House
1st Wednesday of Every Month, from 6 pm

This Month - Winter Casserole Night

A variety of delicious 1 or 2 course meals
Available to eat in or take away,
(booking essential if eating in)
For menus see posters
info@cateringbypaulo.co.uk

Wheels for Martin’s Friends Quiz
The WFMF Pub Quiz will be held on Thursday 28th February
Maximum of six people per team and £2.50 per team member.
8 pm for an 8.30 pm start at The Edward VII Pub - see you there!

Please visit our village website - www.guildenmorden.gov.uk

There is usually an increase in burglaries during this time of
year due to increased hours of darkness. A house can look
unoccupied from about 5 pm, so timer switches can work as a
deterrent as well as a radio.
The large majority of the burglaries recently reported through crime stoppers etc,
showed that the offenders gained access via the rear garden during the day.
Homes with no security measures in place are five times more likely to be burgled
than those with simple security measures. Good window locks and strong deadlocks can make a big difference.
Please report any suspicious activity by calling 101. Always jot down as many
details as possible, including make / model of a car and registration if a vehicle is
involved. The Police use this information to form patterns of crime in the villages,
your call is important. Always dial 999 for emergencies.

THE

SAVE THE CHILDREN
LENT LUNCH
IS ON FRIDAY 15th MARCH 2019
IN GUILDEN MORDEN VILLAGE HALL
12.30 for 1.00 o’clock
Join us for:
a choice of delicious home-made soups,
bread and cheese and coffee or tea.
Tickets £7.50 available from
Pat Holroyd 853742, Jill Hillman 853400 and Steeple Post Office

Easter Cards, General Cards, Raffle and Bring and Buy

practise at St Mary’s Church. Contact Alan Boyd 852354.
irst Monday of each month. 10.30 to 12.00. All welcome.
Bridge Club - 7.30 pm at the GM Primary School. All abilities welcome. Please
contact Trevor Osborne 852006 for more information.
Mobile Library - first Tuesday of the month, St Mary’s Church, 11.15-11.55 am.
Over 60s Club - second Wednesday of the month, GM Village Hall 2.30 pm.
GM Local History Group - second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm in the
Chapel schoolroom. Contact Geoff Harper on 853845.
Mix and Match - Toddler group and coffee morning - 09.30 to 11.30, in the
Congregational Church schoolroom.
Reading Group - third Wednesday of the month, 8 pm in the Edward VII Pub.

Mordens Fair Weather Cyclists - meet outside St Mary’s Church 9.30 am.
All abilities catered for and all welcome.
The Mordens WI - third Thursday of each month, Village Hall 7.30 pm.
Pilates - every Friday, Village Hall, 9.30 to 10.30 am.
Bingo! - fortnightly, Village Hall, 8 pm to 10 pm.
Bingo! - Fortnightly in the Edward VII pub. Cash prizes and debacles from 8 pm.
Village Hall bookings? Please email GMvillagehall@gmail.com

Please send your diary entries to: gamut.newsletter@gmail.com

Saturday 29th June 1930-2115

St Mary’s CRC presents:
New Cambridge Singers, St Mary’s Church

