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Christmas Market

Where did November go? Lots to look forward this festive
season with the traditional Christmas Market at St Mary’s
and the Advent window displays to mention just a couple.
Please try and support these events; it is always much appreciated.
As is traditional this time of year, I would like to offer a huge
thank you to my stalwart group of gamut delivery boys and
girls. You do a splendid job, in all weathers, in keeping our
villagers up to date with village events and local information.
Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year to you all.

Grand Christmas Raffle
Prizes include: A traditional Sunday Lunch for four people at the
Pig & Abbott pub, a luxury Christmas hamper, and many more …

The draw will take place at the Edward VII Pub
On the evening of Thursday 19thDecember
(After the Christmas Quiz has finished)Please join us for a
drink to celebrate our 29th successful year with special guest Daniel
Bingley, Invictus Games Team GB Silver medalist for wheelchair rugby
Tickets available from the Edward VII, Sarah’s Barn Shop, Steeple Post
Office or any WFMF Committee Member

WHEELS FOR MARTIN’S FRIENDS- Charity No. 1056864

Editor: Mike Allton - 01763 853149
All articles/enquiries to: gamut.newsletter@gmail.com
printed by: KEPRINTT - www.KEPRINTT.com - 01462 683729

Parish council update
Winter Gritters- volunteers needed
If anyone would be interested in becoming a volunteer to help grit the footpaths
round the village; please could you contact the clerk.
Under consideration - a potential new bus route to Ashwell and Morden train
station If you would be interested in a commuter bus that would run on a loop
from Ashwell, then around the Mordens to the train station; please can you contact Sebastian Kindersley to provide your views. This could be of great benefit if
it means leaving your car at home of if your child currently catches a train to a 6th
Form College. All view points are welcomed. Contact: skindersley@hotmail.com
Climate Conversations
The Parish Council have appointed a Councillor to work alongside the Climate
Conversation team in the village. This will be discussed further at the January
meeting. If anyone else in the village is interested in saving the environment and
can add a voice; please contact: andy@andrewtanser.com
Guilden Morden Parish Council need you! Councillor Vacancy
The Parish Council have a remaining vacancy to co-opt another Councillor (unless
10 electors call for an election) and would like to invite applications. Any resident
of Guilden Morden can apply. No previous experience is necessary and training
courses are available. Could this be a voluntary role that you could do? It is a
great opportunity to be involved in village decisions and shape the future of the
village as well as being involved in day to day matters. If you would like to find out
more about the role or to apply, please contact the clerk.
The Parish Council have also voted to support and join the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Against Scams Partnership.
The Parish Council next meeting dates are as follows:
All meetings are held in the village hall, starting promptly at 7:30 pm. For December our meetings are: 16th December 2019 - Planning Meeting (if any planning
applications are received) and 20th January 2020 - Full Meeting. All Parish Council
meeting minutes are available on the website or on request from the Clerk.
clerk@guildenmorden.gov.uk

Carols by Candlelight
St Mary Magdalene Church, Caldecote, SF7 5LD

Saturday 7th December at 3.30 pm
Carol singing with mulled wine, mince pies, and sausage rolls in the interval.
Free parking and disabled access
Tickets (£10) from carols@caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk
Or call Grazyna on 01462 895830
Online payments use donations@caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk

Guilden Morden C of E Primary Academy
As this piece is being written, the school is still sparkling with the
news of the ‘Good’ Ofsted result. They were delighted to receive
a letter of congratulations from our ex-MP Heidi Allen. She said,
“This is a phenomenal achievement for the school to have obtained in such a short space of time!”
There have been celebratory banners appearing around the village and the governors hope you have noticed them. There has also been a marketing campaign with
leaflets delivered to neighbouring villages and posters put up in pre-school venues,
post offices, shops and village halls. It is now important for the school to grow in
pupil numbers and the Headteacher would be delighted for any parent to make
an appointment to visit the school. There has already been quite a bit of interest!
Please visit the Ofsted website to read our report and visit our school website to
see how we are well worth a visit.
Ofsted Celebration Day: What a busy day! The children worked in their house
groups during the morning and made refreshments for the afternoon. They reflected and shared their thoughts about some of the visits, visitors and enrichment
activities that they have enjoyed, and they made “values” art. There is a book
containing their reflections, and the “values” art is now displayed around the
school. The value for November was “Respect”. The party was a great success, and
it was great to see so many parents joining in and having fun. Once again, thanks
to all the parents for their support.
Children in Need: The school had a baking day making millionaires shortbread,
fudge balls and fruit kebabs, which the children sold for Children In Need. There
was also a non-uniform day donation and together, the school raised a total of £98.
Parent Teacher and Friend Association
We’d like to say a huge thank you to all those who have supported our 100 club this
year. We have sold every number and the children will really benefit from this.
We will be at the Christmas Market at St. Mary’s church this year selling a selection
of treats. Please come and say hello! We will also be selling raffle tickets for our
amazing drink and food hampers - we look forward to seeing you there.
Last, but not least: A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.

TUNS Talks got off to a great start this year and next
year’s topics are on a wide variety of subjects that
hopefully will appeal to lots of people. Many thanks
to everyone who has agreed to present. There’s no
need to book a place, just come along and enjoy the presentations. Refreshments
will be available and all TUNS Talks are on Tuesday mornings starting at 10 am.
If you are interested in presenting a TUNS Talk, please contact Lesley on 01763
853462.
Date

Topic

11th February

Presenter: Patrick Davies (Assistant Editor of BBC Look East)
Look East and BBC Journalism.

14th April

Presenter: CAB Volunteer
North Hertfordshire Citizens Advice Bureau.

5th May

Presenter: Geoff Harper
The Fifties - from skiffle to the space race.

9th

Presenter: Wayne Cox
The role of First Responders and instructions on how to use
the village defibrillator.

June

11th

August

Presenter: Platon Loizou
How I created the Four Acres Vineyard at Little Hadham.
Producer of English Sparkling wine.

13th October

Presenters: Jane Allton and Cath Thomas
Problem Solving - Behind the headlines at “Dear Deidre.”

8th

Presenter: Andrew Tanser
A sculptor since he was 13, Andy talks about his work, from
restoration to modern sculpture.

December

Childrens' Eco Party Pack Available to Hire
- 30 plates, 30 cups, 30 bowls, 3 serving platters all supplied ready for use
- Great for the environment
- Save money
- £5 hire fee, donated to charity
For hire please contact Kate Brown at katyshepherd26@gmail.com

Guilden Gaumont Film Club update
The Guilden Gaumont Film Club, now in its third season, is a not-for-profit group and began screenings in 2017. It is run by film enthusiasts who wish to share their interest in
film with villagers of all ages.
We are limited to 65 members due to venue insurance regulations and as a mark of our
popularity, we currently have no-one on our waiting list. Existing members are invited to
renew in August for the start of the new season, and any available memberships are offered to those on the waiting list on a first-come, first-served basis. If you wish to be added to our waiting list, please contact the treasurer as soon as possible. Membership costs
£20 per person for the entire season and is not refundable.
Our third season started in September and will offer ten films ending in June 2020 at our
AGM. We choose our films by asking members to send their suggestions to the committee, who then select the programme for the season. Our choices for this year were very
well received as we have full membership!
Each showing is at the Congregational Chapel school room in Guilden Morden and doors
open at 7pm for raffle and drinks, then the film starts at 8 pm. We always have an interval for drinks, ice creams and calls of nature.
Members are encouraged to volunteer with front of house and the setting up and taking
down of the screening equipment. The club is managed by a committee which is proposed and voted for at our AGM each June. This committee currently comprises of the
following members:
Chairman
Technical
Secretary
Front of House

Gerry Watkins
Mike Allton
Gina Ferrari
Anne Allen

Treasurer
Membership
Marketing

}
} Howard Robbins
}

St Catherine’s Church, Litlington are hosting a

Burns Night
With Traditional Supper and Dancing, In Litlington Church Hall

Saturday 25th January 2020 at 7.30 pm
Tickets, £15 available from Litlington and Steeple Morden Post Offices
Licensed bar and raffle

I hope that you enjoy the windows and your festive walk around the village.

Sarah Fryer

Please be respectful of those properties where you have to enter the grounds in order to look at the windows, as some
of them are set back off the road. Please also use your discretion when viewing windows by the roadside.

until 29th Dec. St Mary’s Church will have decoration on the inside, which will be unveiled at their Christingle Service on 8th
December. These can be viewed from 9.30 am to 4 pm over the Advent period and the church floodlights will be on every
night. The Congregational church will unveil their Advent window at their Christmas Eve Carol Service.

December sees the return of ‘Light the Night’ Advent calendar window event in Guilden Morden. It begins on 1st Dec and
will run for each night of Advent, with one of the 24 windows being unveiled at 5 pm. These windows will then remain lit
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ASHWELL PATIENTS' GROUP - NHS WINTER WARMER EVENT
Our local NHS body (Herts and West Essex STP) is organising a "Winter Warmer"
event to help older people stay safe and well this winter. Details as follows: Friday
24th January 2020 from 10 am to 1.30 pm at Howard Cottages Housing Association, Tabor Court, Beech Hill, Letchworth SG6 4JY. Refreshments and a light lunch
will be provided. There will be sessions on:
- health and well-being
- the benefits of keeping active
- nutrition and hydration
- avoiding falls
- staying safe and secure at home
- accessing health and community services
Participants will have the chance to meet new people and perhaps take part in
some gentle activities. The event is free but BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL. You can
reserve your place by visiting:
www.healthierfuture.org.uk/events/winter
Or contact HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044

The Three Tuns Walk & Talk
We were lucky with the weather for our November walk.
Each month we have walked a different 3 mile circular route starting from The
Three Tuns car park and ending with coffee and cake. If the walk sounds a little
daunting, please join us for coffee, cake and a chat around an hour later. Dogs
(on leads) are welcome as well as children and babies. However as we use the
local footpaths it is unsuitable for pushchairs.
The next walk will be 9:15 am Friday 13th December followed by
Friday 17th January 2020. (If wet, we may just stick to the coffee at 9:15 am!)
Contact: Anne Beadman, 01763 853000

YOUR INDEPENDENT NEWSLETTER

Looking for an eco-friendly, sustainable Christmas present?
How about a share in your community pub?

New shareholders are always welcome and extra funds help with maintenance
costs, loan repayments and let us plan for the future, including being more
environmentally friendly. Being a shareholder also means you are part of a really
important community project, one that’s bringing people together in a socially
positive way. Shares cost £250.
Share Application Forms can be downloaded from www.gmcpltd.com
or call 01763 853462 for more information

Keeping your home safe will increase the safety factor of not
only your property but also your personal safety and Christmas
presents/shopping so it is of paramount importance.
�� Many people like to visit friends and relatives or even go on a holiday to enjoy some
winter sun, when leaving your home unattended always make sure to lock the doors
and windows as a first port of call to ensure no one can gain easy access to the
home.
�� Set your alarm and security.
�� Close/open the curtains and turn on lights regularly. This can be difficult but if you
have a neighbour or family member you can trust they could quite easily do this at
random times so a potential thief does not see a pattern to the houses lights and
curtains opening/closing or being switched on and off. A timer can also control the
lights.
�� Keep presents out of view. Placing presents in plain view of windows will only draw
attention to your house and its contents. Keep presents away from public view as
best as possible.
�� Dispose of boxes and rubbish discreetly. Leaving big boxes outside will give away the
fact that you have new large, valuable items in the house. Break down boxes and
take them to the tip.

Congregational Church Diary
www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com
Sunday 1st Dec

10.30 Café style service. Come and join us for croissants and coffee in our
relaxed style of worship. All welcome

Monday 2nd Dec

10.30 to 12.00 Men’s Guild in the schoolroom, followed by Xmas lunch

Wed 4th Dec

9.00 to 11.30 Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 8th Dec

11.00 Joint communion service at Litlington with Adrian Burr
15.00 Sunday School

Wed 11th Dec

9.00 to 11.30 Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 15th Dec

10.30 Joint service with St Mary’s at Chapel led by Tony Frost
15.00 Sunday School

Wed 18th Dec

9.00 to 11.30 Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 22nd Dec

15.00 Sunday School and Party
18.00 Carol Service at Litlington led by Cyril Harris

Tuesday 24th Dec

16.00 Christmas Eve “Carols by Candlelight” service, followed by mulled
wine and mince pies

Sunday 29th Dec

10.30 Communion Service with Tony Frost

Sunday 5th Jan

10.30 Café style service. Come and join us for croissants and coffee in our
relaxed style of worship. All welcome

Monday 6th Jan

10.30 to 12.00 Men’s Guild in the schoolroom

Wed 8th Jan

09.00 to 11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 12th Jan

10.30 Joint service with Litlington

Wed 15th Jan

09.00 to 11.30am Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 19th Jan

11.00 Joint service at St Mary’s

Wed 22nd Jan

09.00 to 11.30 Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Sunday 26th Jan

10.30 Communion Service

Wed 29th Jan

09.00 to 11.30 Mix and Match Coffee Morning

Wheels for Martin’s Friends Christmas Quiz
The WFMF Pub Quiz will be held on Thursday 19th December
8 pm for an 8.30 pm start at The Edward VII Pub - see you there!

GM

FC

Team of the Month voted by Cambridge FA!
You may have seen a recent article in the Royston Crow showcasing our first
team. The award was given for exceptional performance and behaviour
throughout September. We won every game and none of the players received
disciplinary cards. The FA selection board voted for us and attended a home
game, in order to present a certificate and some new footballs to a group of
our players and Committee members.
The GMFC walking football team calendar is now on sale in time for Christmas!
All funds raised will go to Dan, the 10-year-old boy who needs a Powerchair
Football wheelchair. The calendars are on sale in The Edward VII Pub, Steeple
Morden Post Office and Sarah’s Farm Shop.
Special thanks to Chris Timms who sponsored a recent match day and VIP
package. It was a great success and was enjoyed by everyone. All fixtures,
results and goal scorers are on display in the King Edward VII pub.
For further information email us at info@gmfconline.co.uk

AWARDS RECOGNITION FOR THE THREE TUNS IN GUILDEN MORDEN
Community-owned pub takes home two CAMRA awards
CAMRA has presented The Three Tuns in Guilden Morden with two awards
at the “Booze on the Ouse” festival. The community-owned pub has only
been open for five months but the CAMRA Committee, along with its members and the general public voted overwhelmingly for The Three Tuns.
The South Cambridgeshire pub won the awards for ‘Most Improved Rural
Pub of the Year 2019’ and ‘Pub Champion’. Many congratulations!

Please visit our Village Website - www.guildenmorden.gov.uk

REGULAR EVENTS
Monday
Bell Ringers - practise at St Mary’s Church. Contact Alan Boyd 852354.
Men’s Guild - first Monday of each month. 10.30 to 12 pm. All welcome.
Bridge Club - 7.30 pm at the GM Primary School. All abilities welcome. Please contact
Trevor Osborne 852006 for more information.
Legs, Bums and Tums - Village Hall, 9.30 am to 10.15 am, 6.30 pm to 7.15 pm and
7.30 pm to 8.15 pm. Cost £6.50.
Tuesday
Knit & Natter - Every fortnight, 10.15 am to Midday, at The Three Tuns.
Mobile Library - first Tuesday of the month, St Mary’s Church, 11.15 to 11.55 am.
Wednesday
Over 60s Club - second Wednesday of the month, GM Village Hall 2.30 pm.
GM Local History Group - second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm in the Chapel
schoolroom. Contact Geoff Harper on 853845.
Mix and Match - Toddler group and coffee morning - 09.30 to 11.30 am, in the
Congregational Church schoolroom.
Reading Group - third Wednesday of the month, 8 pm in the Edward VII Pub.
Morden Ruffians Bridge Club - every Wednesday at 7.30 pm in Steeple Morden
Village Hall. Duplicate bridge in a friendly atmosphere. Visitors and novices welcome.
Contact Peter Rice: 01763 242577.
‘Eat at the Eddie’ - Every first Wednesday of the month, Edward VII Pub. Catering by
Paulo. See Paulo’s Facebook page for menus.
Bar Games Night - Every Wednesday, 7 pm onwards at The Three Tuns.
Thursday
Guilden Morden Fair Weather Cyclists - meet outside St Mary’s Church at 9.30 am.
The Mordens WI - third Thursday of each month, Village Hall 7.30 pm.
WFMF Quiz Night - fourth Thursday of each month, Edward VII pub, 8pm
Friday
Pilates - every Friday, Village Hall, 9.30 to 10.30 am.
Bingo! - fortnightly, Village Hall, 8 pm to 10 pm.
Walk & Talk - Monthly village walks, see gamut advert for details.
Sunday
Bingo! - Fortnightly in the Edward VII pub. Cash prizes and debacles from 8 pm.
Village Hall bookings? Please email GMvillagehall@gmail.com

