GUILDEN MORDEN
PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT
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AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

Website
Webmaster
Allotments/Craft

Cllr Davis Roach
Vacant
Cllr Newman assisted by Ray
Thompson
Affordable Housing
Cllr Harper and Cllr Dellar
Play Inspection
Cllr Dellar
Police liaison and Neighbourhood
Cllr Davis Roach assisted by Cllr
Watch
Holme
School Liaison Officer
Cllr Davis Roach
Burial Grounds
Cllr Dellar
Environment Agency & Anglian Water Cllr Holme
Liaison
Finance
Cllr Harper
New Village Hall Funding Project
Cllr Harper
Planning
Cllr Baxter and Cllr Lock
Recreation Grounds (includes
Cllr Dellar.
Thompsons Meadow)
Speedwatch
Co-ordinator Gerry Watkins
Transport & Transport Information
Tree Planting Working Group
Cllrs Baxter, Chapman and
Holme
Welfare Matters /Warden Scheme
Cllrs Harper & Chapman
Welfare Matters /Warden Scheme
Cllrs Harper and Chapman
Highways
Cllr Lock and Cllr Buckland
Footpaths (P3)
Cllr Newman
Gamut articles
Cllr Davis Roach
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Tree Monitoring
Recreation Ground
Cemetery and New Road
Trap Road
The Craft
Pound Green, Dubbs Knoll Rd
Ashwell Road
Buxtons Lane, Ruddery Pit, The
Vineyard
Potton Road

Cllr Dellar
Cllr Dellar
Cllr Dellar
Cllr Newman
Cllr Newman
Cllr Newman
Cllr Holme
Cllr Harper

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS
Name
Address
Nick Baxter
6 Silver Street
Nick Buckland
10 Bells Meadow
Michael Chapman
4 Silver Street
Graham Dellar
7 Cannons Close
Ken Lock
31 High Street
Ron Newman
24 Ashwell Road
Judith Davis Roach
7 Ashwell Road

Telephone
853956
852853
852548
853646
852725
852427
852545

Councillor Email: firstname.lastname@guildenmorden.gov.uk
e.g. nick.baxter@guildenmorden.gov.uk

PARISH CLERK:
Mrs Gail Stoehr
Guilden Morden Parish Council
30 West Drive
Highfields Caldecote
Cambridge
CB23 7NY
Tel: 01954 210241
Email: clerk@guildenmorden.gov.uk
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ANNUAL REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GUILDEN
MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
7.30pm MONDAY 25TH APRIL 2022 at
GUILDEN MORDEN VILLAGE HALL
This is the first Annual Parish Meeting to be held in the village hall since 2019,
the Covid-19 pandemic having required the meeting of 2020 to be cancelled and
last year’s meeting to be held remotely. I look forward to seeing many
parishioners at this year’s Annual Parish Meeting. Please attend if you can.
The meeting is for you to have your say.
During the year between Annual Parish Meetings, if you have any questions
regarding any parish matter then please speak to a Parish Councillor who will try
to answer your concerns.
A special thanks to fellow parishioners who have served on the Parish Council
and contributed so much to the community throughout the year.
Parish Councillors:
Nick Baxter is our newest councillor having joined the Parish Council at the
beginning of last year. Nick researches Planning Applications for presentation to
the Council for its consideration before passing comment to the District Council
Planning Department.
Nik Buckland has been liaising with Zero Carbon Mordens and has been
involved with recreation ground matters. Nik is the Parish Council’s appointed
representative on the Village Hall Committee.
Michael Chapman (Vice Chairman) Mike is Chairman of the Village Hall
Committee, a Trustee of the Church Floodlights Trust and involved with the
Mobile Warden Scheme.
Judith Davis Roach liaises with the local police through Neighbourhood Watch
and is also the Parish Council’s School Liaison Officer. Judith deals with the
Parish Council website and provides the editor of Gamut with copy of Parish
Council items.
Graham Dellar is very involved in the day to day running of the recreation
ground and the cemetery. Graham is a Trustee of the Worboys Grave Fund. In a
personal capacity Graham is a member of the Village History Group.
Geoff Harper ensures that the budgets for parish spending are vigorously
monitored. Geoff is actively involved with the Mobile Warden Scheme and also
in a personal capacity with the Village History Group.
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Barry Holme is a Trustee of the Townlands Charity, Guilden Morden Charity and
Worboys Court Trust. Barry has been dealing with Anglian Water and the
Environment Agency concerning the sewage pumping station.
Ken Lock is Chairman of the Parish Council, Trustee of Worboys Grave Fund
and Church Floodlight Trust.
Ron Newman is our councillor looking after the allotments in the village and
helping to keep the cemetery looking neat and tidy. Ron attends to the
maintenance of Parish Council property, gate repairs, fence mending etc., a
valuable saving to the council and parishioners.
Whilst Parish Councillors each have their own Areas of Responsibility, all
councillors take an active interest in all parish matters.
Anna Hoad has recently stepped down from her co-opted position in overseeing
the allotments. Thank you Anna for all your help. The Parish Council is grateful
to Ray Thompson for taking over from Anna.
This year is an election year for both the Parish Council and the District Council.
Geoff Harper has been a Parish Councillor for 11 years and has decided not to
stand for re-election. Geoff’s work for the Parish Council and his contributions at
our meetings over these many years is greatly appreciated and will be very much
missed. Many thanks Geoff for all you have done.
It is widely known in the village that in the last year Barry and Penny Holme
moved away from the area after living in Guilden Morden for over 50 years.
Barry will also be stepping down as a Parish Councillor after 32 years, 12 years
as Chairman! Many, many thanks Barry for all you have done for Guilden
Morden.
The Parish Council and the village owe Barry and Geoff a huge debt of
gratitude.
Please speak to the Parish Clerk, Gail Stoehr, or any Councillor if you would
like to know about becoming a Parish Councillor.
Guilden Morden NEEDS You!
In Guilden Morden we are very fortunate in having numerous clubs and groups.
Many parishioners give their time in running these organisations for the benefit of
the whole village. Become involved. Please do not leave it to someone else.
Volunteers help with the Church, the Chapel, Village Hall, Pre-School, Heron
Scheme, Wheels for Martins’ Friends, Mobile Warden Scheme, Mens Guild,
COGS, Speedwatch,WI, Guilden Gaumont, Guilden Morden Community
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Pub, Village History Group, Football and Cricket Clubs, litter picking, etc.
etc. for the benefit of Guilden Morden and the community. Many thanks to all
involved.
All village clubs and groups are urged to contact Judith Davis Roach to ensure
that their contact details and other information is included on the Parish Council
website under “Clubs and Groups.”
Many thanks to Mike Allton the editor and publisher of our village newsletter
Gamut, a valuable asset to the village. Gamut is currently only available in digital
form although hard copy is still preferred by some.
The Village Hall is one of the most important assets in Guilden Morden, the
Village Hall Committee dealing with the day to day running and its maintenance.
The Parish Council aspires to a new village hall, however this is a long term
consideration, and in the meantime the Village Hall Committee have plans for its
redecoration this year.
The Townlands Charity manages the Ruddery Pit and The Craft in Mid Level
Countryside Stewardship and other village lands. These areas are open for all
parishioners (and others) to visit and enjoy. Please do so in 2022. The trust is ably
led by Trevor Osborne, and trustees Ian Thomas, Phil Porter and Barry Holme
appointed by the Parish Council, and Church trustees Canon Shamus Williams,
Christine Furmston and Mike Birrell (Church Wardens).
The Guilden Morden Charity donates its share of Townlands monies to senior
citizens in the village and to the Mobile Warden Scheme. Trustees are Trevor
Osborne, Ian Thomas, Phil Porter and Barry Holme.
Guilden Morden Community Orchard comprises a selection of 114 fruit trees
which were planted by volunteers in December 2020. Orchard Keepers are
Charles Paget-Wilkes, Ron Newman,Ian Thomas, Colin Beales, Trevor
Osborne, and Kathy and Dennis Tear.
Parking
Parking in the village continues to give concern to many pedestrians and vehicle
drivers. Parishioners, their guests and working vans continue to park near
junctions, on pavements, grass verges and facing the wrong way after dark.
Parking on the footways and grass verges is illegal and inconsiderate to
pedestrians particularly those with mobility difficulties, with prams/pushchairs
and those with young children. Please think where you are parking. South
Cambs District Council have written to the County Council to ask them to
submit an application to the Department of Transport asking them to approve
Civil Parking Enforcement for all of South Cambs. The police will no longer
be responsible for enforcing illegal parking but instead Enforcement Officers
employed by the County Council will be active full time moving between the
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Annual Report 2021-2022

villages and issuing parking fines to people who park illegally. It is hoped that
this will be introduced next year.
Dog Owners Please clean up after your pets and note that all dogs on the
recreation ground must be kept on a lead.
The Book Exchanges The 2 Book Exchanges in the village (Church Street and
High Street) continue to be well used. Many thanks to Lesley Harrison and Jane
Boyd for monitoring the contents and the cleanliness of the sites. Jane Boyd has
recently moved away from the area and has therefore stepped down from her role
as monitor. Many thanks to Jane for her work since the opening of the High Street
Book Exchange and thank you to Jayne Hayes for volunteering to take over from
Jane.
The Churchyard
Pat Heavey’s volunteers maintain the grass and generally keep the churchyard
neat and tidy. Thank you Pat and the team.
Mike Beadman, Alan Boyd, Robin Christie and Mike Cook retired from the rota
at the end of the last mowing season. We are enormously grateful for the
voluntary work they have carried out over many, many years. Thank you.
Guilden Morden Football Club
The club organised a Charity Football Match in June 2021 in aid of
Addenbrooke’s Hospital cardiac unit. Congratulations to all involved for
organising an enjoyable day with a remarkable £5500 being raised for ACT!
(Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust).
Walking Football Club
The club meets weekly at the recreation ground. It is organised by Tony Charter
and Pat Heavey for players who are expected to be over 50 years of age.
Morden Magpies
The club provides early years football to some 200 children of Guilden Morden,
Steeple Morden, Litlington and Abington Piggots and now regularly fields several
sides of age groups ranging from Under 7s to Under 15s
Guilden Morden Cherubs Cricket Club
Last season was a revival year for the club following the 2020 season which was
seriously hit by the pandemic restrictions. This year’s fixture list is already taking
shape. New players are always welcome.
Guilden Morden Village History Group
The group continues to be very active and is currently preparing a 1950s themed
event to take place during the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend.
The Edward VII Public House
The landlord of “The Eddie”, Kirk Saban, is one of the area’s longest serving
publicans. The pub is well patronised, particularly by sports clubs.
The Three Tuns Public House
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The third anniversary of the re-opening of our community owned pub will be in
June. Events held at The Tuns and organised by Guilden Morden Community Pub
Ltd such as Knit & Natter and Tuns Talks are now back on the calendar following
the removal of pandemic restrictions.
Village Market
The market is held in the car park of The Three Tuns on the morning of the
second Saturday of the month from April through to November. It is well
attended and popular with villagers, visitors and stallholders alike.
Zero Carbon Mordens (ZCM)
The group was started by Andy Tanser in 2019 as Climate Conversations.
Amongst recent initiatives ZCM has planted more trees on the recreation ground.
The group researches into measures and actions necessary to increase biodiversity
and reduce carbon emissions in the community and then advises or acts upon
them.
End of Lockdown Party
A big thank you to all involved for the End of Lockdown Party held at the
recreation ground in July. The organisers raised a magnificent £2000 for Wheels
For Martins Friends plus £200 for Save the Children. An organising committee is
currently planning an event to be held on the recreation ground on 2 nd June to
mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, any surplus funds raised to be divided
between village organisations.
Mordens Art Trail
February was brightened up by an Art Trail through the Mordens organised by
Gina Ferrari. Over 40 residents of the Mordens took part creating art to display in
a window of their home or in their gardens raising funds for The Garden House
Hospice in the process.
These are only a fraction of what is going on in Guilden Morden.
Many thanks to all involved for their energetic hard work!
County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley was re-elected as our County Councillor in May and has
been very helpful in several village matters -thank you.
District Councillor
Heather Williams takes a close interest in all village matters from planning to
speeding-thank you.
Parish Clerk
Very many thanks to Gail Stoehr our Parish Clerk. The Clerk’s position requires
political correctness, legal knowledge and guidance to all in the parish and
particularly to the Parish Council. It is extremely important and greatly
appreciated.
Guilden Morden Parish Council
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New Parishioners
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to all new parishioners. We hope
you enjoy Guilden Morden as much as we do.
Lastly but no means least, thank you to all parishioners who have been so
supportive throughout the year, particularly those that I may have failed to
mention.
Ken Lock

Chairman to Guilden Morden Parish Council

THE MORDENS & LITLINGTON MOBILE WARDEN SCHEME
This well-established registered charity supports elderly, mainly housebound,
people from the villages of Guilden Morden, Steeple Morden, Litlington and
Bassingbourn. A warden is employed on a part time basis. In previous years, one
or two volunteers have supported the warden. Anyone who is interested in
volunteering for this rewarding role for just a few hours each week should please
contact Geoff Harper on 01763 853845.
Following the restrictions imposed by Covid-19 the service has now returned to
normal, which is that members are visited each week by the warden who also
telephones them each day. Members also receive help, for example by the warden
liaising with medical services, collecting prescriptions, arranging personal alarms,
key safes etc. These services enable members to continue to live in their own
homes and also helps to relieve isolation and loneliness.
We were unfortunately unable to hold our usual Christmas lunch this year but
instead hampers were provided for each Member.
Most members of the Scheme are people living on their own but there are also
some couples. Each member pays a weekly subscription, although for members
in Guilden Morden these are partly funded by the Guilden Morden Charity.
In addition to members’ subscriptions, the Scheme is supported by grants from
South Cambridgeshire District Council, Parish Councils and Townlands Trusts
from the four parishes.

GAMUT
Gamut is an invaluable resource to the village and keeps us all up to date on
village matters. Throughout the past couple of years, Gamut has been an online
resource, available via the village website as well as on the Guilden Morden
Facebook page each month.
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Huge thanks to Mike Allton, the fantastic editor and producer of the Gamut, all
completed in his own time. As lockdown eases, please be sure to send any future
events to Mike for inclusion and for us all to look forward too.
gamut.newsletter@gmail.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Within the village we have 8 members / co-ordinators. When meetings are held,
they are open to anyone in the village to attend, although meetings have not been
held lately due to COVID.
Each month Gamut includes an update on information that is relevant to the local
community; updates and suspicious behaviours have also been shared on the
Guilden Morden Facebook page.
Guilden Morden Neighbourhood Watch is regularly in touch with our local
PCSO, Lindsay Gardiner, who provides support for queries. Lindsay, despite
cutbacks, has still maintained a presence in the village for matters such as antisocial behaviour and parking issues, helping to resolve. We thank her for all her
support.
Anyone can report suspicious behaviour, you don’t have to be a member of
Neighbourhood Watch If you do see something and think it is unusual, doesn’t
appear right, or you feel uneasy, it is probably worth reporting, this way the
Police can gain a view or pattern of similar incidents. If a vehicle is involved,
always try to get a Reg. number, colour, make & model of the car. (Please note
that parking issues should be reported to Highways).
101 is a non-emergency number (chargeable number, not free). In an emergency,
always call 999.

RECREATION GROUND
The condition of the Recreation Ground is in good condition with the sports clubs
and Buchans the contractors continuing their good work to keep it so.
The problems relating to the use of the football pitches by Morden Magpies and
Guilden Morden Football Club have finally been resolved, not without some
difficulties concerning sharing the pitches. Hopefully the dispute between the
football club and the cricket club relating to the proximity of their pitches has also
been resolved.
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The storage cabin has been divided in two to allow Guilden Morden FC and the
cricket club to share this space.
Lockable bollards have been installed to prevent the unauthorised entry of
vehicles onto the playing surface.
Planting of trees has taken place as part of the Council's policy of adding as many
new trees to the Parish as possible.

HIGHWAYS
Some roads, ditches, footpaths and highways in the village continue to be a cause
for concern, the number of potholes and the frequency of their appearance being
the most common complaint. However, no longer in Church Street, the long
overdue resurfacing of the road having been carried out in February!
If you see a problem with a street light, road signs, pot holes, flooding, hedges
and trees or another highway problem please report it on the County Council’s
website. Please do not assume that someone has already done it.
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/highwayfaults
Each year the Parish Council is invited by Cambridgeshire Highways to apply for
funding from the Local Highways Improvement Initiative (LHI). Funding up to
£15,000 as a contribution to the scheme is available with a minimum of 10% of
the total scheme cost being provided by the Parish Council. Our bid for
2022/2023 is for 40mph buffer zones at three entrances to the village at Ashwell
Road, Potton Road and Trap Road (there is a buffer zone already in New Road).
This will use village gateways, roundels, dragons teeth and repeater signs. Speed
limits along these three roads will then reduce in stages from 60mph to 40mph
and then 30mph instead of the current 60mph to 30mph. We are very hopeful that
our bid will be successful.

SPEEDWATCH
Sessions over the past year have once again been affected by covid restrictions
and a cold winter, but when permitted, have once again given a chance for people
to socialise outside in the fresh air whilst also performing a public service. We
generally schedule about 5 sessions a month, normally planned to be during rush
hour times when both traffic and speeding seems to be at a maximum. We have
recently increased our numbers and there are now 14 people who actively
participate in sessions, and share the joys of roadside monitoring.
The money that has been invested in the speed displays has provided a wealth of
data on traffic flowing in both directions. It shows that overall the reduced level
of speeding initially achieved by the introduction of the speed displays has been
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maintained. However, further reductions become increasingly more difficult to
achieve, though we have some success by moving both the location and direction
of monitoring of the displays on a fairly regular basis. Representation has been
made to the police on a couple of occasions with particular reference to the
dangers of traffic speeding past the entrance to Thompsons Meadow on Trap
Road. This is a particular bad spot for speeding, and where one motorist was
recorded travelling at 99mph! There is still more work to be done!

CEMETERY
The Cemetery also is in good condition and most of the gravestones that
were being smothered by ivy have been cleared thanks to the work of Cllr
Newman.
Unfortunately one of the cemetery gates has broken, and contracts are in
the process of being issued for their repair. A contract has also been placed
for the re-painting of the whole structure.
MEETING ATTENDANCE
There were 11 Council meetings during the last year (Apr 21 – Mar 22).

Name
Cllr Nick Baxter
Cllr Nick Buckland
Cllr Michael Chapman
Cllr Graham Dellar
Cllr Geoff Harper
Cllr Barry Holme
Cllr Ken Lock (Chairman)
Cllr Ronald Newman
Cllr Judith Davis Roach
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Meetings
Attended
11.0
9.0
9.0
11.0
10.0
6.0
10.0
8.0
7.0

% Attendance
100%
82%
82%
100%
91%
55%
91%
73%
64%
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FINANCE
Cllr. Harper, who is responsible for Finance, is pleased to report that for the year
to 31st March 2022, Receipts exceeded Payments by £13,186. After transferring
£5,000 to the New Village Hall Fund this left £8,186 available to transfer to
Reserves.
The Tree Works Reserve has been charged with £2,690 for a tree survey
undertaken this year and the resulting urgent tree works. The cost of paving near
the site of the defibrillator at the Village Hall totalling £1,050 has been charged to
the General Reserve. There were no other significant exceptional items of
expenditure this year.
The General Reserve at 31st March 2022 stands at £42,773 which conforms to the
Council’s policy of keeping the General Reserve between 1 and 1.5 times
average expenditure.
The New Village Hall Fund now stands at £40,000.
We continue to hold funds in excess of our day-to-day commitments with
Cambridge & Counties Bank. At the year-end £78,207 was held on deposit and
interest received in the year from this investment was £822.

Draft Accounts FY Ending 2022
Please note that the accounts below are in draft and may be subject to change

Reconciliation from Cash Book
B/F Bank & Cash

£124,588.11

Receipts

£46,582.08
171170.19

Guilden Morden Parish Council

Payments
C/F

£33,853.60
£137,316.59
171170.19
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Budget 2022 v Actual & Approved Budget 2023
PAYMENTS
DESCRIPTION
ADVERTISING
AGENCY SERVICES
ASSETS MAINTENANCE
BURIAL GROUNDS
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
RECREATION GROUND & POS
ALLOTMENTS & THE CRAFT
S137 DONATIONS
SPECIAL PROJECTS*
SUB TOTAL

BUDGET
FY2021
380
750
2850
2650
15600
5250
1900
1000
7350

TOTAL
FY2021
300.00
757.50
1912.24
1819.41
15143.60
3411.87
793.50
600.00
100.00

37730

24838.12

BUDGET
FY2022
0
780
3200
3700
17035
8150
1900
1700
5000
41465

*Incl. £5k for new village hall fund which is moved to an earmarked fund at year end.

VAT

3984.04

PAYMENTS

28822.16

Some payments approved at the March 2022 meeting (totalling £5141.26+VAT) were not made until after the 1 st
April and as such are not showing in the above figures but were within the relevant budget funds.

RECEIPTS

DESCRIPTION
AGENCY SERVICES
ALLOTMENTS & THE CRAFT
BURIAL GROUNDS
RECREATION GROUNDS
INTEREST
PRECEPT
RELEASE FROM RESERVES
SUBTOTAL

VAT
RECEIPTS
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APPROVED
BUDGET
FY2021
1040
800
1000
17
750
34123

TOTAL
FY2021
1040.22
108.50
1929.00
0.00
823.77
34123.00

0
37730

APPROVED
BUDGET
FY2022
1040
800
1000
17
800
37808
0

38024.49

41465

8066.04
46090.53
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RESERVES
Village Hall Fund
New Village Hall Fund
Worboys Grave Fund
Thompsons Meadow Fund
P3 fund
Ruddery Pit grant
Parish Plan
Environment/ Green Projects
S106 23a Pound Green - POS
S106 23a Pound Green Indoor Community Facilities
Floodlight Fund
Training
Highways Improvement
Scheme 22/23 (buffer zone)
LHI - MVAS
Tree Works
Car park fund - FY20
Advertising FY21
Agency Services FY21
Bus shelters, bins, VH gates,
parish pump etc
Pensions/Gratuity Fund
Room Hire FY21
Rec and POS Grasscutting
Memorial Bench Donation
Play Equipment Maintenance
Village Maintenance
Defibrillator & electricity
General Reserves/Contingency

B/F
28572.90
35000.00
2901.65
275.08
1535.35
130.00
1931.74

Receipts

Payments

271.55
275.08

1102.61
394.94
4248.29
370.00
2500.00
1000.00
3570.00
250.00
1210.00
250.00

120.00

100.00
150.00

2690.00
250.00

C/F
28572.90
40000.00
3173.20
0.00
1535.35
130.00
0.00
1000.00
1102.61
394.94
4268.29
220.00
2700.00
0.00
4611.74
0.00
1210.00
250.00

614.27
956.67
1367.68
1554.69
332.00
332.00
493.36
493.36
0.00
0.00
100.00
100.00
0.00
643.00
0.00
1538.40
0.00
250.00
36538.24
1073.00
42772.80
124588.11
491.55
5031.44
137316.59
*. The columns do not always add up across. The general fund is adjusted for any
under/overspend during the year.
£38,516.04
RECEIPTS TOTAL
£29,869.56
PAYMENTS TOTAL
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